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Army Spc. Luis Soto of the Djibouti-based 96th Civil Affairs Battalion inoculates a camel during a recent veterinarian civil af-

fairs project in Ethiopia. The first time troops showed up to treat donkeys, cows, sheep and camels, the turnout was minimal.

The local rumor was that U.S. troops would poison their animals. When it was clear that the earliest patients were improving,

citizens began to trust the Americans, and more animals were brought in for treatment. “At the last village we went to, it was

more important for the men to get their animals treated than their children or wives,” said veterinarian Maj. Julie Roche.

Mayhem
in Detroit

Tar Heels’ Sean May, left, and David Noel
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States

Robert Blake murder trial: Jury se-
lection in the Robert Blake murder

case was interrupted briefly Friday for
an appearance by a former co-defen-
dant of Blake’s, who said he will refuse

to testify at the trial.
Earle Caldwell, Blake’s former handy-

man, took the witness stand only long
enough to invoke his constitutional right
against self-incrimination. His attorney told
Superior Court Judge Darlene Schempp
that Caldwell intends to answer no ques-
tions because of the possibility he could be
charged again.

Jury selection continued after Caldwell’s
appearance; the judge said she hoped to
have it concluded by Tuesday.

San Diego mayor dispute: The election
count for mayor of the nation’s seventh-larg-
est city ended Friday with incumbent Dick
Murphy leading by 2,205 votes, but a court
challenge could keep alive the write-in can-
didacy of a maverick city councilwoman
and surf-shop owner.

A Superior Court judge will be asked to
consider whether to count ballots on which
voters wrote Councilwoman Donna Frye’s
name but failed to fill in an adjoining bub-
ble. The county registrar of voters has said
California’s election code prohibits tallying
such ballots.

Seventeen days after the election, Mur-
phy had 157,459 votes to 155,254 write-ins
verified for Frye, according to the registrar.

Vibe Awards attack: A rapper surren-
dered Friday to face charges that he
stabbed a man who had punched hip-hop su-
perstar Dr. Dre during the taping of a music
awards show.

Young Buck, whose real name is David
Darnell Brown, turned himself in at police
headquarters and was arrested for investiga-
tion of one count of attempted murder and
one count of assault with a deadly weapon.

Brown, wearing a knit cap and heavy
chain necklace, was released on $500,000
bail after being ordered to appear at a Dec.
20 arraignment, Lt. Frank Fabrega said.

Sex tourism crackdown: An 86-year-old
man was found guilty Friday of attempting
to travel to the Philippines to sexually mo-
lest girls, in violation of a new federal law
aimed at fighting sex tourism.

A judge found John W. Seljan guilty of six
counts, including attempting to travel for
the purpose of having sex with minors and
possession of child pornography.

Seljan faces a minimum term of 10 years
in prison and a maximum of 270 years when
he is sentenced in March.

The retired business owner is one of
about a dozen men who have been arrested
under the Protect Act, which was enacted
last year.

Reporters’ sources: Reporters would not
be forced to reveal their sources, and their
notes, photographs and other material
would be protected from government eyes
under a bill introduced Friday.

Sen. Christopher J. Dodd, D-Conn., pro-
posed the legislation as critical to ensuring
the nation’s liberties.

Under Dodd’s bill, the federal courts, leg-
islative or executive branch could not com-
pel a journalist to provide the source of infor-
mation, regardless of whether that person
has been promised confidentiality. That
right would extend to a journalists’ note-
books, photographic negatives and other ma-
terial.

The bill says a court could force disclo-
sure of news in cases in which it is critical to
a legal issue, the information cannot be ob-
tained anywhere else and an overriding pub-
lic interest exists in the disclosure.

War on terrorism

Human rights concerns: The Internation-

al Red Cross is “deeply concerned” with the
killing of civilians and non-combatants in
Iraq and the apparent failures by all sides to
respect humanitarian law.

The International Committee of the Red
Cross operations director, Pierre Kraehen-
buehl, stressed that international law prohib-
its killing anyone who is not actively taking
part in fighting — or has ceased to do so.

Kraehenbuehl also stressed that all par-
ties must provide adequate medical care for
the wounded and that hostage taking is for-
bidden in all circumstances.

Military

Boy Scout case dispute: U.S. Rep. Jo
Ann Davis has joined in the effort to reverse
the Pentagon’s decision to end support for
Boy Scout troops sponsored by military
bases.

She has plenty of colleagues who feel the
same way: By a 391-3 vote, the House on Sat-
urday commended the Boy Scouts and con-
demned legal efforts to limit government
ties to the group because of its requirement
that members believe in God.

The 1st District Republican has asked De-
fense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld to recon-
sider the concession to the American Civil
Liberties Union, which Davis described in a
statement as an “extreme group bent on pur-
suing a political agenda.”

An ACLU lawsuit has challenged the rela-
tionship, saying the Defense Department
shouldn’t support an organization that dis-
criminates based on religion because Scouts
are required to believe in God.

World

EU defense plans: The European Union
is expanding plans to set up several elite
battle groups for rapid deployment to inter-
national trouble spots.

The original plan was to have nine such
groups of 1,500 troops ready by 2007, but
EU military officials said an enthusiastic
response from nations wanting to contrib-
ute forces meant that at least 12 would
now be set up.

Of that, four — led by France, Britain,
Italy and Spain — should be in place next
year.

Russia nuclear missile system: Russia’s
new nuclear missile system is purely defen-
sive and part of the country’s program to up-
grade its military, Deputy Foreign Minister
Yuri Fedotov said.

Russian President Vladimir Putin on
Wednesday said the country is developing a
new “state-of-the-art” nuclear missile sys-
tem unlike any weapon held by other coun-
tries. He said it will be deployed “in the
near future” but gave no details.

The Russian minister was asked why the
country was trying to improve its nuclear ca-
pabilities.

“Of course it is necessary to improve mis-
sile system in order to avoid any accidents.
This is standard procedure,” Fedotov said.

Spain terror suspect: An Al-Jazeera re-
porter indicted in Spain on charges of be-
longing to an al-Qaida cell has been re-ar-
rested after spending more than a year out
on bail, court officials said Friday.

Tayssir Alouni was arrested Thursday
evening in the southern city of Granada,
where he lives. A prosecutor said he posed a
flight risk because the National Court this
week rejected appeals from him and 20
other terror suspects, taking them one step
closer to trial.

The proceedings are expected to start
early next year, court officials said.

Turkey attacks: British diplomats placed
a wreath outside the British Consulate and
victims laid carnations outside a Lon-
don-based bank in Istanbul on Saturday to
commemorate the first anniversary of two
suicide attacks blamed on a Turkish
al-Qaida cell.

The Nov. 20, 2003 suicide truck bombings
targeting the consulate and the local head-
quarters of HSBC bank came just five days
after similar attacks on two Istanbul syna-
gogues. Some 60 people — including British
Consul-General Roger Short and his assis-
tant, Lisa Hallworth — were killed in the
bombings.

A Turkish court is hearing the case of 69
Turks accused of involvement in the at-
tacks. Most are believed to have played
minor roles.

Harun Ilhan, a top suspect in the case, re-
cently testified that he and several others
carried out the attack for al-Qaida.

U.N. human cloning talks: Both sides in
the human cloning debate claimed victory
after the United Nations shelved competing
proposals to ban the procedure and agreed
to meet again in February to try to heal deep
divides on the issue.

The compromise Friday means that the
U.N. General Assembly will abandon efforts
to seek a worldwide treaty. Members could
not decide between draft proposals either to
ban all human cloning, or to ban reproduc-
tive cloning and allow some for stem cell
and other research.

Business

Riggs Bank investigation: A Riggs Bank
internal investigation has uncovered signs
of money laundering by bank employees, in-
cluding efforts in 2003 to help Argentine
naval officers hide $3.8 million in cash to
prevent seizure by investors after the Argen-
tine government defaulted on bond pay-
ments.

The investigation by a small team of
former Secret Service agents hired by Riggs
last year also discovered that efforts by
former Chilean dictator Augusto Pinochet
to hide millions of dollars at Riggs go back
to 1985, nearly 10 years earlier than previ-
ously known.

The investigation so far has resulted in
the firing of at least three Riggs employees,
according to sources. Evidence obtained
through the investigation has been given to
the FBI, the Secret Service, the Department
of Justice, bank regulators, and the Bureau
of Immigration and Customs Enforcement,
the sources said.

Stories and photo from wire services

Georgia crematory trial: Karen Gruber

presses a vial to her lips, containing what

she says are her sister Shelaine Johnston’s

ashes, while waiting to catch a glimpse of

Ray Brent Marsh outside the Walker County

Judiciary Annex in LaFayette, Ga., on Friday.

Marsh pleaded guilty to dumping more than

330 corpses on his property and giving the

relatives of the dead cement. He apologized

for his actions Friday.
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The Associated Press

As of Friday, Nov. 19, 2004,
at least 1,217 members of the
U.S. military have died since
the beginning of the Iraq war
in March 2003, according to an
Associated Press count. At
least 946 died as a result of hos-
tile action, the Defense Depart-
ment said. The figures include
three military civilians.

The British military has re-
ported 73 deaths; Italy, 19; Po-
land, 13; Spain, 11; Ukraine,
nine; Bulgaria, seven; Slova-
kia, three; Estonia, Thailand
and the Netherlands, two each;
and Denmark, El Salvador,
Hungary and Latvia have re-
ported one death each.

Since May 1, 2003, when
President Bush declared that
major combat operations in
Iraq had ended, 1,079 U.S. mili-
tary members have died, ac-
cording to AP’s count. That in-
cludes at least 837 deaths re-
sulting from hostile action, ac-
cording to the military’s num-
bers.

The latest deaths reported
by the military:

� No new deaths reported.

The latest identifications re-
ported by the military:

� Army Sgt. Catalin D.
Dima, 36, White Lake, N.Y.;
killed last Saturday in a mor-
tar attack in Baghdad; as-
signed to the Army Reserve,
411th Engineer Brigade, New
Windsor, N.Y.

U.S. deaths
in Iraq

BY ROBERT BURNS

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Command-
ers in Iraq probably will expand
their troops by several thousand
as the January elections ap-
proach, the No. 2 commander of
U.S. forces in the Middle East
said Friday.

Lt. Gen. Lance L. Smith told a
Pentagon news conference that
no final decisions have been
made and that the size of the
troop increase will depend in part
on whether the insurgency grows
or weakens in the aftermath of
the Fallujah offensive, which he
called a major success.

Smith estimated that command-
ers would ask for about a bri-
gade’s worth of extra troops,
which would be roughly 5,000.
He said that probably would be
achieved by keeping some units
that were scheduled to serve 10
months in Iraq for an extra two
months. He did not name the
units.

There now are about 138,000
U.S. troops in Iraq, he said.

“We will make a further assess-
ment as we get a little bit closer”

to the elections scheduled for late
January, “and as we understand
what the impact of Fallujah is on
the entire country,” he said.

Smith said he believed that ter-
ror mastermind Abu Musab
al-Zarqawi was still in Iraq but
that the U.S.-Iraqi offensive this
past week had eliminated Fallu-
jah as an al-Zarqawi base of oper-
ations.

Troops who have searched
buildings in Fallujah over the
past 10 days found 431 home-
made bombs, which the military
calls improved explosive devices,
or IEDs. By comparison, 348
IEDs were found in all of Iraq dur-
ing October, Smith said. IEDs are
a favored weapon of the insur-
gents in attacks that kill or wound
American troops and Iraqis al-
most daily.

The three-star general also said
it appeared that al-Zarqawi and
senior leaders of the al-Qaida ter-
rorist network had attempted to
communicate, probably by couri-
er, from Pakistan or Afghanistan.

“We know for a fact that there
are attempted communications
between them,” he said. “There is
a relationship between al-Qaida
senior leadership and al-Zarqawi.
How to characterize that, we
don’t know yet.”

That does not mean that
al-Qaida is offering instruction or
guidance to the insurgency in
Iraq, he said. “I wouldn’t charac-
terize it as giving guidance, other
than broad philosophy.”

The coordinator of U.S. recon-
struction work in Iraq, mean-
while, said security risks to work-
ers in Sunni-dominated parts of
the country have grown worse
over the past six weeks.

“We’re having greater difficul-
ties,” said William Taylor, direc-
tor of the Iraqi Reconstruction
Management Office in the U.S.
Embassy in Baghdad. “We’re wor-
ried that in some areas — again,
not all — in some areas it would
now be difficult to have elec-

tions,” and so it is important that
reconstruction work be accelerat-
ed so voting can take place nation-
wide in late January, Taylor said.

He spoke from Baghdad in a
video teleconference with report-
ers at the Pentagon.

He said reconstruction is con-
tinuing in southern and northeast-
ern Iraq without serious prob-
lems.

An independent assessment of
U.S. aid efforts in Iraq, by analyst
Anthony Cordesman of the Cen-
ter for Strategic and International
Studies, paints a somewhat gloom-
ier picture.

Cordesman wrote in a study
published Thursday, that despite
some successes the aid work has
fallen short.

“U.S. economic aid has lagged
far behind the need for urgent ac-
tion, has wasted vast resources on
an impractical contracting effort
and reflects U.S. views and priori-
ties” rather than those of the Ira-
qis, he wrote.

Cordesman also urged that the
U.S. government begin to trans-
fer the management of economic
aid to the Iraqi government, allow-
ing the Iraqis to use the money
for their own projects.

More broadly, Cordesman said
he believes that the odds of the
Bush administration achieving its
political goal of establishing a sta-
ble democracy in Iraq are “at
best even, and may well be
worse.”

Charles Hess, director of recon-
struction contracting, appeared
with Taylor and said that al-
though “security is still a serious
concern,” U.S. officials believe
they can overcome it.

Hess said insurgent sabotage is
a problem, particularly in the oil
industry that is the backbone of
Iraq’s economy.

Of the $18.4 billion in Iraq re-
construction funds allocated by
Congress last year, only $1.7 bil-
lion has been spent, Hess said, an
increase of about $400 million
from six weeks ago. He said 873
construction projects have been
started, up from 703 six weeks
ago.

The goal is to have 1,000 start-
ed by year’s end.

BY KATARINA KRATOVAC

The Associated Press

BAGHDAD — Baghdad explod-
ed in violence Saturday, as insur-
gents attacked a U.S. patrol and a
police station, assassinated four
government employees and deto-
nated several bombs.

One American soldier was
killed and nine were wounded
during clashes that also left three
Iraqi troops and a police officer
dead.

Some of the heaviest violence
came in Azamiyah, a largely
Sunni Arab district of Baghdad
where a day earlier U.S. troops
raided the capital’s main Sunni
mosque.

Five U.S. soldiers were wound-
ed when a car bomb exploded Sat-
urday in western Baghdad, the
U.S. military said.

The blast also damaged two ar-
mored vehicles, the military said.
The road where it happened was
temporarily closed.

Associated Press Television
News footage showed a charred
Humvee being towed away from
the scene of the explosion along
the airport road as a U.S. helicop-
ter evacuated casualties.

U.S. forces and insurgents also
battled in the Sunni Triangle city
of Ramadi, where clashes have
been seen almost daily. Nine Ira-
qis were killed and five wounded
in Saturday’s fighting, hospital of-
ficials said.

In northern Iraq, U.S. and Iraqi
forces uncovered four decapitat-
ed bodies as they continued a
campaign to crush militants who
rose up last week. American and
Iraqi forces detained 30 suspect-
ed guerrillas overnight in Mosul,
the U.S. military said Saturday.

The U.S. soldier was killed

when his patrol was ambushed in
Baghdad early Saturday, coming
under a barrage of small arms
fire, rocket-propelled grenades
and roadside bombs, the military
said.

The statement did not say
where the attack occurred, but it
came amid clashes in a string of
Baghdad neighborhoods.

Insurgents using rocket-pro-
pelled grenades and small arms
attacked a police station early Sat-
urday in Azamiyah, in the north-
ern part of the city, killing one po-
liceman, according to police offi-
cials.

Clashes spread in Azamiyah be-

fore dawn, with a number of U.S.
armored vehicles seen in flames.

In western Baghdad, heavy
fighting broke out Saturday be-
tween gunmen and Iraqi National
Guards and American troops in
the Amiriyah neighborhood,
where three National Guardsmen
were killed by roadside bombs,
said policeman Akram al-Azzawi.

Nearby, a roadside bomb ex-
ploded as a U.S. patrol passed in
the Khadra area, wounding two
U.S. troops, according to police-
man Ali Hussein of the Khadra po-
lice station.

In downtown Baghdad, a sui-
cide bomber blew up his vehicle

just after noon at an intersection
on Saadoun Street, a bustling com-
mercial street. One Iraqi civilian
was killed and another wounded
in the blast, which sent black
smoke rising above the city cen-
ter and set several cars ablaze.

And in the western part of the
city, gunmen in a car chased
down a vehicle carrying employ-
ees of the Ministry of Public
Works on their way to work Satur-
day, opened fire and killed four of
them, a ministry spokesman said.
Amal Abdul-Hameed — an advis-
er to the ministry in charge of
urban planning — and three em-
ployees from her office were
killed, said spokesman Jassim Mo-
hammed Salim.

U.S. likely to expand forces before Iraq vote
General estimates commanders will ask for 5,000
extra troops for security during January elections

Baghdad explodes in violence; 4 bodies found in Mosul

AP

Iraqi children watch a U.S. Army soldier patrolling for insurgent activity in a village on the outskirts of Mosul,

Iraq, on Saturday. American and Iraqi forces detained 30 suspected guerrillas in Mosul, the U.S. military said.
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Sgt. Brandon Adriano, 193rd Aviation

Company, guides a pallet of backpacks

onto a CH-47 Chinook helicopter at

LSA Anaconda for delivery to units at

Forward Operating Base Speicher. Once

there, the units will deliver the school

supplies to children in surrounding villages.

BY RON JENSEN

Stars and Stripes

LOGISTICS SUPPORT AREA ANA-
CONDA, Iraq — Col. Bradly MacNealy
hates empty space.

That’s why he initiated a space-available
program to ferry troops around Iraq if
there is a seat aboard any aircraft of the
Task Force 185th Aviation, which he com-
mands.

And that’s why these same birds carry
school supplies donated through Operation
Iraqi Children to units far and wide for dis-
tribution to local schools.

“If we have empty space on our aircraft,
we’re doing something wrong,” said Mac-
Nealy.

He is especially proud of the task force’s
effort to get the school supplies to Iraq chil-
dren, but worried that the effort will end
when his troops leave soon.

Supplies donated to the charity founded
by actor Gary Sinise were getting only to
Kuwait, where they languished. The 185th
Task Force took on the job of distributing
them throughout the country, getting them
one step closer to their intended recipients.

The two groups came together through
the family support group for the 185th Avi-
ation Brigade of the Mississippi National
Guard. The support group had collected a
colossal amount of school supplies of its
own to send, including 8,000 backpacks
stuffed with items for young students.

It approached FedEx to help deliver the
goods overseas. FedEx already was help-
ing Operation Iraqi Children, but was frus-
trated because the gear was stuck in Ku-
wait. It wondered if the brigade could help.

“We said, ‘Well, we’ll give it a try,’ ” Mac-
Nealy said.

The brigade already had a secret weap-
on in this effort. Chief Warrant Officer 5
Jeffery Smith, who works in Kuwait for the
brigade’s rear detachment to send aircraft
parts north, had established relationships
with Air Force and Army logistics people.
He began seeking space for the idle school
supplies for Operation Iraqi Children.

In August, it began arriving at Logistics
Support Area Anaconda in the form of
large, towering pallets that included every-
thing from notebooks to soccer balls.

Capt. Stacey Cetin coordinates delivery
of the supplies to units throughout Iraq
that want to help out a nearby school. If
there is room aboard the brigade’s CH-47
Chinooks, C-23 Sherpas or UH-60 Black
Hawks, the supplies are loaded.

“It goes space available,” she said. “Mis-

sion comes first. Beans and bullets come
first.”

Flying crews soon got into the act. They
have begun figuring out how a brief detour
can drop off goods somewhere without
harming the mission.

Soon, Cetin’s phone quickly began ring-
ing. E-mails began arriving. Soldiers, air-
men and Marines all wanted supplies sent
to them.

Are you, they wondered, the woman
with Operation Iraqi Children?

Well, no, she isn’t. But she is.
She’ll find out what they need and how

much and, when there is space and a mis-
sion in the area, she sees that the items get
put aboard.

“They’re very thankful,” she said of the
units that receive the school supplies.
“They’re also saying, ‘Can you put us back
on the list again?’ ”

MacNealy said about three deliveries
are being made each day by his aircraft. In
all, the brigade has received and delivered
800 pallets of supplies since it began this ef-
fort. And word of the service has spread
near and far.

MacNealy said, “Everywhere I go, I run
into people who say, ‘Hey, you got any
more school supplies?’ ”

MacNealy and Cetin said they don’t
think Operation Iraqi Children is fully
aware of the effort the brigade makes.
They are concerned that when their tour
concludes at the end of December, the sup-
plies might languish again in a Kuwaiti
warehouse.

“We’re hoping the unit that comes in to
replace us picks it up,” MacNealy said. “If
we weren’t doing this, that warehouse in
Kuwait would be filling up.”

The effort is more than a sidelight to the
goal of the entire operation, the command-
er said. It is providing help to the people of
Iraq, showing them that America is here to
help, not to occupy.

In that way, he said, it is a direct part of
the war effort.

“And it’s not paid for by the govern-
ment,” he said of the supplies. “These are
civilians donating to the cause that is help-
ing us win over here.”

E-mail Ron Jensen at:

jensenr@mail.estripes.osd.mil

U.S. troops give Iraqi kids some space

PHOTOS BY LEAH R. BURTON/Courtesy of the U.S. Army

Sgt. 1st Class Marshall Harvest, 193rd Aviation Company, 185th Aviation Brigade, straps

a pallet of backpacks to a forklift to transport it to the airfield at Logistics Support Area

Anaconda. The pallets will then be delivered to Iraqi schoolchildren.

BY GEIR MOULSON

The Associated Press

BERLIN — Germany’s finance
minister said Saturday that he
and the U.S. Treasury secretary
have reached an agreement
under which Iraq’s creditors
would write off up to 80 percent
of Iraq’s debt, capping a
months-long U.S. push for debt
forgiveness.

Finance Minister Hans Eichel
said a meeting with Treasury Sec-
retary John Snow “created the

basis on which the forgiveness of
Iraqi debt can be settled mutually
in the Paris Club” of creditor na-
tions, which is owed about $42 bil-
lion by Iraq.

“We agreed that there should
be a write-off of debts in several
stages amounting to 80 percent in
total,” Eichel told reporters on
the sidelines of a meeting of minis-
ters from the Group of 20 major
economies.

“Within this framework, the
necessary decisions can now be
taken in the Paris Club,” Eichel

said.

The German-U.S. agreement
was being discussed Saturday by
the Paris Club and “our expecta-
tion is that it will be accepted,”
said Eichel’s spokesman, Joerg
Mueller.

The United States has been
pushing for a generous debt
write-off for Iraq, trying to win
support for wiping out as much as
95 percent of its debt.

However, other governments,
including Germany, have ques-
tioned whether a country rich in

oil should benefit from huge debt
reduction. France, which strongly
opposed last year’s U.S.-led war
to oust Saddam Hussein, has pre-
viously proposed that the Paris
Club write off half of the debt,
postpone debt service for three
years and revisit the issue when
Iraq’s economy is in better condi-
tion.

Iraq has said its overall foreign
debt of $122 billion is hindering
postwar reconstruction.

The Paris Club of creditor coun-
tries includes Austria, Australia,

Belgium, Britain, Canada, Den-
mark, Finland, France, Germany,
Ireland, Italy, Japan, the Nether-
lands, Norway, Russia, Spain,
Sweden, Switzerland and the Unit-
ed States.

Iraq also owes $80 billion to var-
ious Arab governments. Thirty
percent of Iraq’s debt would be
written off immediately, another
30 percent in a second stage “tied
to a program of the International
Monetary Fund” and a further 20
percent “linked to the success of
this program,” he said.

Germany, U.S. reach agreement to forgive Iraqi debt

BY MARK SCOLFORO

The Associated Press

YORK, Pa. — A Marine serving in a war
zone in Iraq rushed back home to be with
his pregnant wife Friday after she was
wounded in an apparent random shooting
in a supermarket parking lot.

“You can only imagine how it would
make me feel, being where I was at,”
Lance Cpl. Justin Cook, 23, said.

The Marine was pulled from his combat

unit in Fallujah on Monday, and told his
wife Julia, 21, had been shot in the head.
She is due to deliver the couple’s son in
February.

Justin Cook said his mind raced at the
news — “a whole whirlwind of emotions,
from anger [to] fear.”

After three sleepless nights of travel, the
Marine was at his wife’s bedside Friday in
the York Hospital intensive-care unit,
where a nursing supervisor said she was in
serious condition.

Authorities said Julia Cook, who had
been living with her parents in Mannsville,
N.Y., while awaiting the birth of her son,
was apparently in the wrong place at the
wrong time. She was visiting high school
friends Sunday night when someone
opened fire with a shotgun, then drove
away.

Noel Gomez, 19, arrested six hours later,
told detectives he decided ahead of time on
a location where he wanted to kill some-

one, according to his arrest affidavit. He is
jailed without bond, charged with attempt-
ed homicide, aggravated assault and reck-
less endangerment.

The York public defender’s office said
Friday that Gomez’s lawyer was unavail-
able for comment.

Gomez’s relatives told the York Daily
Record he had been exhibiting unusual be-
havior for the past five years.

“I feel sorry for him, I really do,” Justin
Cook said.

Marine rushes to pregnant wife’s bedside after she is shot
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BY CHARLIE COON

Stars and Stripes

CAMP LEMONIER, Djibouti
— As people fight and die in Iraq,
there’s a quieter war being waged
to the south.

The U.S. military launched a
pre-emptive strike on the hearts
and minds of those living in the
Horn of Africa. The United
States, military officials say,
wants to win the peace on the east-
ern side of the continent before
war breaks out or bad guys move
in.

Part of the team in place there
is patrolling the busy seaway. Oth-
ers are drilling wells, fixing up
schools and creating jobs. If the
United States and its allies make
enough friends, according to the
strategy, then maybe the Horn of
Africa will become a very un-
friendly place for terrorists.

“We’re prepared to fight,” said
Marine Col. Craig S. Huddleston,
chief of staff for Combined Joint
Task Force-Horn of Africa. “But
our preference is to do it by help-
ing people, not hurting people.”

The Horn of Africa — Djibouti,
Ethiopia, Kenya, Somalia, Eritrea
and Sudan — is due south of the
terror-prone Middle East. The
crux of the region is the
17-mile-wide Strait of Bab El
Mandeb, which separates Yemen
from Africa. It’s narrow enough
for terrorists in a fast boat to
cross in an hour, and busy enough
for them to hide among the ship-
ping traffic.

“The terrorist,” Huddleston
said, “doesn’t need a passport or
permission to travel.”

The Horn, a mostly impover-
ished area about two-thirds the
size of the continental United
States, would be a logical place
for well-funded terrorists to find
refuge.

“[Terrorism] is not new for our
country,” said Maj. Tsegaye Debe-

la of the Ethiopian Air Force, an
adviser to CJTF-HOA. “Most of
the people are appreciative of
what the coalition forces, mostly

U.S., are doing in Ethiopia.”

Surrounded
by hot spots

Camp Lemonier, where about
1,500 U.S. troops are based, is sur-
rounded by hot spots.

Sudan, for example, grabbed
world attention this year for its al-
leged state-sponsored rape, pillag-
ing and genocide in its Darfur re-
gion.

Anarchy has ruled Somalia for
the past 13 years, though a new
government there brings hope for
change.

To the north of Djibouti, order
in Eritrea currently is being kept
by U.N. peacekeepers.

Ethiopia has been relatively
peaceful since its military rulers
were overthrown in 1991.

Kenya has worked through vio-
lent and fraud-plagued elections
in the 1990s to relative stability.

Across the strait, Yemen suf-
fered through civil wars in the
1970s and ’80s, but since has
calmed.

In addition to civil wars, anar-
chy and murderous rulers, the re-
gion has seen its share of terror-
ism, as well as U.S. losses:

� November 2002: A hotel
bombing in Mombasa, Kenya,
kills more than a dozen people.
An attempt to down an Israeli air-
liner with a shoulder-held, sur-
face-to-air missile also takes
place.

� October 2000: A suicide boat
attack on the guided-missile de-
stroyer USS Cole kills 17 U.S. sail-
ors in Yemen.

� August 1998: The American
Embassy bombings in Nairobi,
Kenya, and Dar es Salaam, Tanza-

nia, kill more than 200 people and
injure thousands.

� October 1993: Rebel forces
kill 18 American soldiers and
wound more than 80 in Mogad-
ishu, Somalia.

Invitation arrives

Djibouti, a former French colo-
ny that gained independence in
1977, and whose leaders want it
to become a bustling port and
friendly place, invited the U.S.
military onshore in May 2003.

“The threat here is real,” said
Marine Capt. Brian Dibb, the
Camp Lemonier force protection
officer. “There are people out
there who want to harm us and
stop what we’re doing in the re-
gion.”

Huddleston said the U.S. mili-
tary could simply hunt down ter-
rorists, but that might create
more enemies. So instead, they’re
trying to build hope, make allies,
and create a place where people
will shun terrorists instead of sup-
porting them.

SEE AFRICA ON PAGE 6

Building citizens’ trust often starts with the animals

U.S., coalition troops beating
terror to the punch in Africa

CHARLIE COON/Stars and Stripes

Marine Col. Craig S. Huddleston, right, chief of staff for Combined Joint Task Force-Horn of Africa, presents

certificates recently to African troops who completed a program to help their countries work together to

fight terrorism. The presentation took place at Camp Lemonier, Djibouti.

CAMP LEMONIER, Djibouti — The
first mission was a bust.

A crew of well-meaning, but
not-yet-trusted, U.S. troops had traveled
from Camp Lemonier south into Ethiopia
to do a veterinarian civil affairs project.

The crew was going to treat donkeys,
sheep and cows, but word among the tribe
was that the Americans were going to poi-
son their animals.

Only a few people showed up. Their
camels were treated for annoyances such
as boils, their goats for ailments such as
hyena bites. The animals got shots and got
fed.

Over a few weeks, the calves got fatter
and the camels healthier. The word
among the tribe changed.

“The next time we went there, the ani-
mals came pouring in,” said Maj. Julie
Roche, of Sautee, Ga., a veterinarian and
Army reservist assigned to the 96th Civil
Affairs Battalion.

She considered it a victory of sorts in
the war on terror.

“For me, it’s a victory on the animal
side,” Roche said. “Once you get a victory
there, you’ve got a little victory with the
people.”

Animals are like currency in the Afri-
can wild. They provide milk, food and are
used as beasts of burden to carry belong-
ings from one place to the next.

“At the last village we went to, it was
more important for the men to get their an-
imals treated than their children or

wives,” Roche said. “We’d go to treat the
wives and they’d tell us to take care of the
animals first.”

About 1,500 U.S. troops are stationed at
Camp Lemonier as part of Combined
Joint Task Force- Horn of Africa.

Since establishing the camp in May
2003, the troops through October had con-
ducted 18 veterinary projects and 19 medi-
cal civil affairs projects, as well as nearly
90 assorted school renovations, mili-
tary-to-military training programs, plus
well-diggings, hospital resupplies and so
on.

The troops choose sites where the most
impact would be made and consult local
leaders before showing up. Sometimes it
means flying to remote destinations and
driving for hours up a dry riverbed.

It always requires translators who
speak French, Arabic or one of the Afri-
can languages.

The host nation often provides security.
It hasn’t yet been needed.

“We haven’t fired a shot in anger or
been shot at since we've been here," said
Marine Col. Craig S. Huddleston, chief of
staff for CJTF-HOA.

Roche, who was also called up to serve
in the Balkans and Afghanistan, said she
has been both rewarded and humbled by
the experience.

“You realize there are a lot of people out
there who don’t have what you have and
are perfectly happy,” she said. “They just
want the basics — food and water.”

— Charlie Coon

A pre-emptive
peace strike
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“We’ll leave if the local people don’t
want us here,” Huddleston said. “Or we’ll
leave if the region has become stable and
secure and not a friendly place for terror-
ists to be, or if [U.S. troops] are needed else-
where.

“I think we’re going to be here long
enough for the nations of the region to
work together with all our other partners
in the war on terrorism to eliminate the
threat here.

“That’s why I think it will take awhile.”

Part of a bigger plan

The attempt to win the hearts and minds
of East Africans is coming from inside and
outside the region.

The fleet that patrols the Strait of Bab El
Mandeb includes French, Dutch and Brit-
ish ships.

Troops training with the United States in-
clude Yemeni, Ethiopian, Djiboutian and
Kenyan.

“It’s a war of ideas and concepts, and
[the strategy] is about building a coali-
tion,” said Marine Maj. Greg Beisbier, who
runs a program that trains officers from
neighboring nations on how to work as a
team.

For example, Beisbier said, various na-
tions are working together to build a se-
cure computer network, similar to the U.S.
Department of Defense’s Secure Internet
Protocol Routing system, known as
SIPR-NET, so they can share information
confidentially.

Time will tell

Camp Lemonier was Spartan when the

Americans arrived but has grown consider-
ably in the past 18 months.

Now it is a relatively comfortable down-
range base, about 88 acres with a good
chow hall, lighted outdoor basketball
court, and a spacious patio bar that has
music and a three-beer limit.

The four major services work in unison;
staffing is about 40 percent Marines and 20
percent each of Army, Navy and Air Force.

There are also 1,100 Djiboutians and con-
tractors employed there.

“We put a huge amount of money into
their economy and they are very much
aware of that,” Dibb said.

“We may have beaten terrorist organiza-
tions to the punch here. We may have a lit-
tle jump on them.”

Just south of Djibouti City, Tech. Sgt.
Marshall Brown of Mount Vernon, Ky., is
leading a team that is building a ford
across a flood plain. The ford is on the
main, dirt road that connects Djibouti City
and the village of Holhol.

“If people can’t travel this road, they
can’t get to town,” Brown said.

The World Food Organization also uses
the road to transport food from the Port of
Djibouti south into Ethiopia.

When it flooded, rocks washed across

the road, making it useless after the water
subsided. The ford will keep the road pass-
able.

As a member of the Air Force's 823rd
Rapid Engineer Deployable Heavy Opera-
tions Repair Squadron, known as RED
HORSE, based in Fort Walton Beach, Fla.,
Brown, 33, said he
spends more than half
of each year traveling
the world working on
projects.

Brown said he un-
derstood why his gov-
ernment deployed
him and others to the
Horn of Africa. Wheth-
er or not the mission
will be worth it,
Brown took a
wait-and-see stance.

“I guess time will
tell,” he said.

As jobs are created and people are
helped, an intelligence network is emerg-
ing.

The tribesmen and other locals know
bad guys when they see them and hopeful-
ly would share that information with coali-
tion forces. The militaries of different na-
tions are leveraging their assets.

Terrorists don’t stand a chance, at least
not in Djibouti City, according to Said
Haussein, director of port security and a
member of the Djiboutian navy.

“There are people here who want their
country and they want their peace,”
Haussein said.

Added Dibb: “We’re not superheroes sav-
ing the day, but we are giving them a bet-
ter future. We’re giving them a reason to
see beyond tomorrow.”

E-mail Charlie Coon at:

coonc@mail.estripes.osd.mil

Brown

Africa: Uniting nations with goal of peace

CHARLIE COON/Stars and Stripes

Children inside a classroom at a school in Djibouti City, Djibouti. U.S. troops are hiring

African contractors to renovate this building and others. Many of the schools the troops

are renovating are so crowded that the children have to attend classes in shifts, with some

going to school in the mornings and others in the afternoons and evenings.
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The Associated Press

WARSAW, Poland — A Polish
woman who was abducted last
month from her apartment in
Baghdad was freed and back in
the Polish capital on Saturday.

The former hostage, Teresa
Borcz Khalifa, appeared before
journalists in Warsaw but would
not say how she was freed or give
any details.

“It was a very joyous moment
for me,” the 54-year-old Khalifa
said, looking tired but smiling. “I
feel well, very well.”

Prime Minister Marek Belka in-
troduced Borcz Khalifa, saying
only that she arrived back in War-
saw the night before and refusing
to give further details, citing secu-
rity concerns. “Borcz has been
freed. She’s here and healthy,” he
said. “Officials of different servic-
es took part in her release in coop-
eration with institutions from
many countries.”

Borcz Khalifa was shown in
captivity in videos aired on
Al-Jazeera on Oct. 28 and Oct. 30.
Her captors, calling themselves,
the Abu Bakr al-Siddiq Funda-
mentalist Brigades, demanded
the withdrawal of Polish troops
from Iraq.

Still, Borcz Khalifa — who had
lived in Iraq since the 1970s and
holds dual Polish-Iraqi citizenship
— said she was treated well by
her captors. “They treated me de-
cently — I was well fed,” she said.

She did not give details of her
captors or say where she was
held. However, she recalled that
“the abduction was very quick —
it was very well organized.”

BY ESTES THOMPSON

The Associated Press

WEST POINT, N.Y. — As their plane
passed over New York City, some of the
100 paratroopers from Fort Bragg, N.C.,
peered out at the site of the World Trade
Center attack three years ago that began a
new era of American warfare.

Later, in the twilight along the Hudson
River, the same members of the 82nd Air-
borne Division’s quick-reaction force
fanned out over the grounds of the U.S. Mil-
itary Academy.

Some spent the night at traffic check-
points. Others patrolled the campus. One
sniper team huddled in the freezing weath-
er under a camouflage drape. Their mis-
sion: to thwart a terrorist plan to kill West
Point cadets with a bomb.

The scenario was fictitious, but the train-
ing very real for soldiers in the war on ter-
rorism who are increasingly preparing for
attacks at home.

About 80 percent of the soldiers in this
unit have seen recent action in Iraq. But
homeland security concerns mean a unit
like this could be sent anywhere in the Unit-
ed States to help deal with a domestic emer-
gency.

“An enemy within the states would be a
whole new experience,” said Spc. John
Tharp, 20, of Michigan City, Ind., a veteran
of a year’s duty in Iraq.

The 82nd’s core mission is rapid re-
sponse — the ability to load a battalion of

paratroopers onto airplanes for any desti-
nation within 18 hours of getting orders.

But the division’s last combat jump that
originated from Fort Bragg was in 1989 in
Panama. In recent years, in Afghanistan
and Iraq, 82nd soldiers have performed
smaller jumps. Historically, all deploy-

ments have taken place outside of the conti-
nental United States (CONUS in military
jargon).

“After 9/11, we have to be prepared to go
get these bad guys,” said Capt. Adam Bar-
low, 27, of West Jefferson, commander of
Charley Company that went to New York.

“It’s a new thing for me. It’s pretty new for
most of the guys.”

The 82nd’s quick-reaction force is one of
an undisclosed number created after Sept.
11 to respond to missions designated by
the military’s Northern Command, which
covers the 48 contiguous states.

The military won’t disclose how many
bases have quick-reaction forces.

“You’re probably always going to need
somebody to react quickly, no matter
where it is, in a foreign country or the Unit-
ed States,” said Sgt. Brian Cunning, 23, an
infantry team leader from Chicago.

University of North Carolina history pro-
fessor Richard Kohn said detailed plan-
ning for defense at home and abroad is
only prudent.

“The one thing history truly teaches is
that we are likely to be surprised by the fu-
ture,” said Kohn, who specializes in peace,
war and defense. “This the more flexibility
and capability we possess, the more likely
we are to meet the challenge successfully.”

When the paratroopers got their orders
to go to West Point, they donned Kevlar hel-
mets and body armor and strapped bayo-
nets to their chests. Some wore neck gai-
ters pulled over their ears for warmth in
the pre-dawn chill.

“This sends a message,” said Lt. Col. Tom
Hiebert, the soldiers’ battalion commander,
said in a brief speech to soldiers before leav-
ing North Carolina. “If a group anywhere
has in mind going anywhere in America to
inflict harm, we are going to stop you.”

AP

A company of paratroopers from the 82nd Airborne Division from Fort Bragg, N.C.,

unload Nov. 9 from a C-130 at the U.S. Military Academy’s 2nd Aviation Detachment

at Stewart Airport in New Windsor, N.Y. The soldiers are members of a quick reaction force

and were on their way to West Point for exercises designed to enhance homeland security.

BY SAM HANANEL

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — A
state-of-the-art rehabilitation cen-
ter opening next year at Walter
Reed Army Medical Center seeks
to return more amputee soldiers
to a place once thought impossi-
ble: the battlefield.

Besides treadmills and station-
ary bikes, the $10 million Military
Amputee Training Center will
have weapons simulators, a climb-
ing and rappelling wall, and mili-
tary vehicle simulators to help sol-
diers adapt their prosthetics to
driving tanks and trucks.

“Our guys and gals, they don’t
want to just walk household dis-
tances; they want to be able to re-
turn to running, they want to be
able to return to duty,” Lt. Col. Jeff
Gambel, clinical chief of the ampu-
tee clinic, said Friday at a ground-
breaking ceremony.

“And if they don’t return to duty,
they want to be able to rock climb
and do all those other things.”

The center brings together new
and existing facilities and counsel-
ing services for amputees in a sin-
gle 30,000-square-foot, three-story
addition to the hospital.

When it opens in December
2005, the center will feature a run-
ning track, obstacle courses and a
one-of-a kind hydraulic platform
to simulate different terrain,
from mud to sand to gravel.

Computer labs will help ampu-
tees learn to control advanced
prosthetics and a gait lab will
help patients learn to walk and
run again.

“If there’s somebody who
drove a tank, we can build a simu-
lated vehicle and actually allow
them to drive that,” said Lt. Col.
Paul Pasquina, medical director
of Walter Reed’s amputee pro-
gram. “We look at the controls
and figure out how they can oper-
ate it with either an upper extrem-
ity prosthesis or lower extremity
prosthesis.”

With advances in body armor
that protects the torso and im-
proved battlefield treatment,
many soldiers who would have
been killed in earlier wars now
are surviving after losing limbs.
Walter Reed has treated more
than 900 battle casualties from the
conflicts in Iraq and Afghanistan,
including about 180 amputees.

“What we’re finding in each
subsequent conflict is there is an
increased percentage of upper ex-
tremity amputations,” Gambel
said.

Chuck Scoville, amputee pro-
gram manager at Walter Reed,
told a congressional committee
this summer that amputations ac-
counted for 2.4 percent of all
wounded in action in Iraq, twice
the rate in World Wars I and II.

One of those amputees is Ma-
rine Corp. Peter Bagarella, who

had his left leg amputated below
the knee and has impaired vision.
Walking carefully with his new
prosthetic and a cane, he said the
new center gives survivors hope
they can lead the kind of lives
they had before getting injured.

“It will give them motivation
and show them that even if you
have an amputated leg, you can
do just as much as if you had a

leg,” Bagarella said.

He does not plan to return to ac-
tive duty, but at least 10 ampu-
tees treated at Walter Reed have
returned or are planning to re-
turn to their units, hospital offi-
cials said.

“This center is saying we recog-
nize your sacrifice, we recognize
your importance, we’re not aban-
doning you,” Pasquina said.

Polish
hostage
released

AP

Deputy Defense Secretary Paul Wolfowitz, left, talks Friday with Marine

Lance Cpl. Manuel Rodriguez of San Antonio, Texas, who was injured in

Iraq, during a groundbreaking ceremony for the Military Amputee Train-

ing Center at Walter Reed Army Medical Center in Washington.

Center to help
amputees get fit
for battlefield

U.S. soldiers step up training in homeland terrorism
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BY ALAN FRAM

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Republicans
guided a $388 billion domestic
spending bill toward congression-
al passage on Saturday, hoping to
climax lawmakers’ lame-duck ses-
sion by shipping President Bush a
measure that clamps down on
spending from education to clean
energy projects.

In a rare Saturday session that
leaders hoped would be their last
business day of 2004, the House
and Senate planned votes on the
massive legislation — six weeks
after the government’s new bud-

get year started. In what is becom-
ing an annual rite on Capitol Hill,
lawmakers and their staffs had
just a few hours before votes
were to be cast to sort through the
complex bill, which combined
with explanatory documents mea-
sured 14 inches tall.

“We intend to make sure we’re
not going to have any wild spend-
ing sprees like we’ve had in the
past,” said Rep. Pete Sessions,
R-Texas, as House debate began.

Many Democrats were expect-
ed to support the measure be-
cause of the many popular pro-
grams it finances. Even so, they
complained that Republicans

were forcing a bill through Con-
gress that was too stingy to many
programs and that contained bur-
ied provisions that might not have
survived on their own.

“This process smells, and the
odor wafts from sea to shining
sea,” said Rep. Alcee Hastings,
D-Fla.

Final disputes were not swept
away until shortly before mid-
night Friday, when lawmakers
dropped an effort to block Bush’s
drive to shift some federal work to
private companies. House Majori-
ty Leader Tom DeLay, R-Texas,
helped win an extra $300 million
for NASA, pushing the space agen-

cy’s total over $16 billion.

While the bill was loaded with
thousands of projects for lawmak-
ers’ home districts, it most of all
reflected the hardball realities of
deficit politics. Congress’ Republi-
can majority balanced generous
increases — like a 12 percent
boost for the FBI to $5.2 billion
and more aid for the refugee ca-
tastrophe in Sudan — with cuts in
some programs and token increas-
es for others.

Among the victims were Bush
priorities like education, which
would grow by less than 2 per-
cent to nearly $57 billion. The Na-
tional Endowment for Democra-

cy, which buttresses democratic
institutions abroad, got $60 mil-
lion of the $80 million he wanted,
while his FutureGen program to
promote clean-burning power
plants got $18 million — one-thir-
teenth of what the White House
proposed.

To help pay for some of the
bill’s initiatives, a 0.83 percent
cut was imposed on the
agreed-upon level of every pro-
gram.

Many Democrats were expect-
ed to grudgingly support the mea-
sure, realizing that continuing
last year’s spending levels would
be even tighter and lack home-
town projects.

BY JESSE J. HOLLAND

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Breaking a month-
slong deadlock, key congressional negotia-
tors reported agreement Saturday on legis-
lation to overhaul the nation’s intelligence
agencies along lines recommended by the
Sept. 11 commission.

The agreement, reached in the waning
hours of a postelection session of Con-
gress, would create a powerful position to

oversee the CIA and several other nonmili-
tary spy agencies. A new national countert-
errorism center would coordinate the fight
against foreign terrorists.

“Give me a cigar,” said the chairman of
the Senate Intelligence Committee, Sen.
Pat Roberts, R-Kan. He flashed a “V” for
victory with his hand after signing off on
the deal.

The agreement is subject to approval by
both the full House and Senate before legis-
lation can go to the White House. That
could happen over the weekend.

Sen. Susan Collins, R-Maine, one of the
lawmakers involved in the talks, said Presi-
dent Bush had been in touch with negotia-
tors by telephone from Chile, where he
was attending a meeting of leaders from
Asian and Pacific nations. Other congres-
sional sources said the White House sup-
ported the compromise.

The commission, a bipartisan group that
sharply criticized the performance of intel-
ligence agencies, endorsed the emerging
compromise.

The deal “contains not only major re-
forms of the intelligence community, but
significant measures to improve aviation
and border security, and emergency pre-
paredness and response,” the commis-
sion’s leaders, Thomas Kean and Lee
Hamilton, said in a statement.

A final agreement on legislation has
been held up for weeks while House and
Senate negotiators wrangled over how
much authority the new intelligence direc-
tor should have over budget matters.

IN THE STATES

Congressional negotiators reach intelligence overhaul deal

House, Senate debate spending package
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BY JENNIFER FREY

The Washington Post

NEW YORK

S
tanding at the window in
Judy Blume’s Central
Park West apartment is
like looking out at Fudge
territory. Remember

Fudge, Peter Hatcher’s incorrigi-
ble little brother? Remember
when Fudge fell off the jungle
gym in Central Park while Sheila
(otherwise known as “Sheila the
Great”) was supposed to be watch-
ing him? Remember what it felt
like the moment you realized that
characters in storybooks could be
your friends? “Oh, it is Fudge’s
neighborhood,” Blume says, tak-
ing in the view.

“And you know
what’s really
funny? The
‘Fudge’ books
were really set in
my best friend
from seventh
grade — that’s
Mary, we’re still
best friends — in
her building. She
has always lived
around the cor-
ner from here.”

We are here be-
cause we finally
have the excuse.
Wednesday night
in New York, at a
ceremony an-
nouncing the win-
ners of the Na-
tional Book Awards, Blume re-
ceived the National Book Founda-
tion’s Medal for Distinguished
Contribution to American Let-
ters. This is a big-deal award, one
previously given to the likes of Eu-
dora Welty and Toni Morrison,
John Updike and Arthur Miller.
This is not the literary company
Blume usually keeps.

Blume writes mainly for chil-
dren, from early elementary
school up through adolescence.
She writes for the fat girl who
gets tortured by the popular kids,
and for the quiet ones who painful-
ly watch it go on.

She writes for the siblings who
feel ignored once they get a
younger brother or sister. She
writes for kids going through di-
vorce and kids who move and
find themselves nervously start-
ing at a new school. She writes for
girls who are apprehensive about
getting their periods and boys
who are embarrassed by the phys-
ical side effects that come with
their first sexual impulses.

For legions of young people —
many of whom are now adults,
given that she has been writing
for more than 30 years — Blume
is, at heart, a childhood friend.
She is the author who knew our
world better than any other adult
did. She is the one who told us se-
crets, who took the mystery out of
the embarrassing stuff. She made
us feel normal. She made us feel
understood.

And so now we have seized on
this award as an opportunity to

meet the writer. To know her, as
she has always seemed to have
known us.

How often, after all, do you get
the chance to rediscover an old
friend?

Blume is curled up on the sofa
in her living room, ready to visit.

It is tempting to say she looks
waiflike, so slight and delicate are
her features, but there is an ener-
gy to her that makes that word
seem inappropriate. Girlish, per-
haps, is better. She’s 66, yes, but
Blume was never an actual age
for us — other than, of course, the
age of the characters she created.
She must always be youthful.

“My son says that all I need to
do now is sit back and collect

awards,” she says,
and then laughs
out loud at the
thought that this
somehow means
she’s ready to be
put out to pasture.
“That’s not what I
want my future to
be.”

Blume has mov-
ies to make now —
earlier this year,
she, along with her
director son
Lawrence and pro-
ducer Jane Startz,
signed a multi-pic-
ture deal with Walt
Disney Studios to
adapt her novels,
starting with

“Deenie.” And Glamour maga-
zine just made her a Woman of
the Year. And there’s the National
Book Award. Apparently, this is
her time to be hip.

“It’s like a book tour, but you
don’t have to travel,” she says.

Blume’s work may be better
known for popular appeal than
critical acclaim; she’s had mixed
reviews, but her 23 books have
sold more than 75 million copies
worldwide. We snatched up the
“Fudge” series and so desperate-
ly wanted more that we begged
her to write another installment,
“Double Fudge,” just two years
ago.

At puberty, it was copies of
“Are You There God? It’s Me,
Margaret” (about a girl worried
about both her religious identifica-
tion and her changing body) or
“Then Again, Maybe I Won’t”
(about a boy coping with his bud-
ding sexuality) or, in many cases,
both. “Forever” was the book
passed around among friends in
their teens, each reading it surrep-
titiously under the bedcovers,
sure that its subject matter — a
girl’s first experience with love
and sex — was something parents
would label contraband.

Others got the point: Blume
made sense of things in simple, fa-
miliar terms. The world she
wrote about felt real.

“People say, ‘Do you feel re-
sponsible?’ ” Blume says, sighing,
when asked about adult protests
over her subject matter.

“Do I feel responsible? The re-

sponsibility, as I see it, is first to
be honest. To be honest with your
characters. And that, for me, in-
cludes the language, which gets
me in trouble.”

So let’s just cut to the chase
here, ask what we’ve always been
dying to know: How did she know
all that stuff about us? It’s a com-
plicated answer. Part of it, Blume
says, is that she was raising her
own kids during much of the time
she was writing. She was, as she
puts it, “very tuned into the
school bus culture.” Part of it, too,
is her ability, when she writes, to
retreat into the world she’s writ-
ing about, to almost get lost in it.
And part of it is simple: “We’ve
all felt those emotions, haven’t
we?” she says.

“We’ve all been through it.”

Author recognized by National Book Foundation

Judy Blume: Heroine of children’s fiction
Author

Judy Blume

receives the

2004

National Book

Foundation

Medal for

distinguished

contribution to

American letters

— or maybe

just for taking

the mystery

out of the

embarrassing

and confusing

parts of life.

AP

My son says

that all I need

to do now is

sit back and

collect

awards.

That’s not

what I want

my future

to be.

Judy Blume
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BY BETH DEFALCO

The Associated Press

PHOENIX — Environmental-
ists have complained for years
that the Colorado River below a
manmade dam was washing away
natural sediment in the Grand
Canyon, wiping away beaches and
native fish and plants.

On Sunday, a simulated flood
will allow scientists to see wheth-
er the Glen Canyon Dam — the
root cause of many of the prob-
lems — can also help fix them.

Officials plan to release a con-
trolled flood, opening four giant
steel tubes at the base of the dam
and sending a torrent down the
Colorado and into the canyon. An
estimated 800,000 metric tons of
sediment will be stirred up dur-
ing its 90-hour run.

“We’re trying to mimic the role
of all that sediment that used to be
there before the dam,” said Den-
nis Fenn, director of the South-
west Biological Science Center,
under the U.S. Interior Depart-
ment. “Water that goes through
the dam is clear, and sediment-
free. The sediment is trapped be-
hind the dam and doesn’t come
down like it used to.”

Fenn said only about 7 percent
of the historical sediment before

the dam was built is still there.
Glen Canyon Dam, built 40

years ago upstream from the
Grand Canyon, forever altered
the landscape. Four of the can-
yon’s eight native fish species
have disappeared and prospects
for the fifth, the endangered
humpback chub, are grim.

Before Glen Canyon Dam’s con-
struction, natural flooding built

up backwaters, eddies and sand-
bars with silt distributed from the
Colorado’s tributaries — land-
scape features within the river
considered essential to native
plant and fish species, including
the humpback chub and the razor-
back sucker.

Officials have unleashed high
flood waters before to see how the
environment responds.

The Interior Department
began studying the effects of the
dam on the Grand Canyon in the
early 1980s — and soon found
beaches were washing away. In
1996, officials flooded the canyon
with an 18-day water release, al-
though only about five of those
days produced high floods.

“We learned a lot from that
study,” Fenn said.

He said a major problem was
that scientists overestimated the
sediment in the bed of tributary
rivers that flow into the Colorado
River below the dam. The initial
high flood waters redeposited sed-
iment in the Grand Canyon. But
steady, lower flood waters began
undoing the good, eroding the
moved sediment.

The Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — City offi-
cials are calling for an investi-
gation of Los Angeles Interna-
tional Airport police after hid-
den cameras captured several
officers abandoning their posts
and ignoring emergency radio
calls.

The camera footage broad-
cast Thursday by KCBS-TV ap-
peared to show officers spend-
ing hours of their shifts away
from the airport or staying at
the airport but not working.

It also showed police chat-
ting at a restaurant while ignor-
ing radio calls about aban-
doned suitcases, and using a
patrol car to pick up a child at
school.

KCBS reporters followed of-
ficers for two months with hid-
den cameras.

The airport police force em-
ploys 300 officers.

Airport Police Chief Ber-
nard J. Wilson said a depart-
ment probe already is under
way and two employees have
been placed on administrative
leave with pay.

AP

Water pours out of four main tubes at the bottom of Glen Canyon Dam in Page, Ariz., in 1996. A new con-

trolled flood at the Grand Canyon is set to begin Sunday in an effort to return natural sediment along the

Colorado River to the canyon.

Tapes show
LAX police
ignoring calls

Scripps Howard News Service

Even shippers need reminding
to watch what goes in the hold in
the peak holiday season.

The Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration put out the word this
week, with cautions for compa-
nies that routinely ship hazardous
wastes and the passengers who
unwittingly pack them.

If you’re a passenger, forget try-
ing to take sparklers or fireworks
home for the holidays. Ditto for
bullets, large cans of hair spray
or starch.

The Transportation Security
Administration allows 16-ounce
cans.

Anything larger is going to be
taken from your checked lug-
gage, or worse, you’re going to get
a call to report to security, said
John Barrett, manager of the
FAA’s Security and Hazardous
Materials Field Office in Atlanta.

With stepped-up X-ray surveil-
lance of all checked luggage, the
chances for delays or confisca-
tions are higher this year. For pas-
sengers, the message is “contact
your carrier to get packing in-
structions,” Chris White, FAA
spokesman, said.

“Bullets and ammo are actually
legal,” he said. “But the airlines
want to know you have them.”

Perfume, a flammable liquid, is
legal in small bottles.

For the 40 shippers who attend-
ed the meeting at a Tennessee Air
National Guard base, the word is
“know the regulations,” said Mar-
vin Sudduth, senior safety special-
ist at Memphis, Tenn.-based
FedEx Corp.

Officials to flood Grand Canyon

Holiday
shipping
bears
caution
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Turkey farmers rush to meet holiday need
BY LISA RATHKE

The Associated Press

WESTFORD, Vt. — Judy Ad-
ams’ daughter called from col-
lege in Boston to say she’d make
it home by Tuesday to help sell
turkeys.

The family will spruce up a
small shop next to the house and
offer maple bread to customers
who return year after year to pick
up their Thanksgiving birds.
They’ll also ship out many of the
thousands of turkeys they’ve
raised over the last six months.

It’s the height of the Thanksgiv-
ing rush for Vermont’s roughly 14
turkey producers, and after 20
years of raising turkeys, Judy
Adams isn’t tired of it.

She likes to see them grow
from the day-old poults that first
arrive in May. She likes the curi-
ous chirping sounds they make as
they roam around the barn across
the street from her home. And
she likes this time of year when
she gets calls from customers and
takes pride in every turkey she
sells.

“We basically hand raise them.
It’s a family thing,” she said.

“We have an inspected process-
ing facility. We see each bird as it
goes through the plant and then to
package the bird and hand it over
to the customer,” she said.

Turkey farming has grown 100
percent in Vermont in the last 10
years, said Dave Lane, deputy sec-
retary of the Agency of Agricul-
ture. Vermont now produces
about 50,000 turkeys a year with
Stonewood Farm in Orwell and
Misty Knoll Turkey Farm in New
Haven, raising the most.

The growth in the number of
Vermont-raised turkeys may be
due to consumers’ desire to buy
food locally, Lane said.

“There are some consumer

studies that are now showing the
consumers are really interested
in local, even above organic,” he
said.

The days before Thanksgiving
are a social time of year for the
Adams family, as loyal customers
drop by to pick up their holiday
birds.

“We have a lot of people who’ve
decided to make Adams Turkey
Farm their tradition. We see peo-
ple that we see for 20 years,”
Adams said.

She and her husband, Dave,
and four children raise a couple
of thousand turkeys a year on a
family farm with horses, goats,
geese, dogs, cats and dozens of
rabbits. They also raise chickens,
sell compost, maple syrup and
cut-your own Christmas trees.

They have no full-time employ-
ees, just relatives and friends who
help out.

A few towns south at Misty
Knoll Farm, Rob Litch is working
17-hour days to get about 15,000
turkeys out for Thanksgiving. He
has the help of about seven Jamai-
can seasonal workers, and eight
other employees.

The key difference between his
free range turkeys and mass pro-
duced turkeys is taste, he said.

The turkeys, many of them
roaming around in large pens out-
side, are fed an all grain diet, with
no animal byproducts or antibiot-

ics. The farm works with a turkey
nutritionist to get the flavor right,
he said.

“In our opinion, there’s a taste
difference and a significant one,”
he said. “Typically when we have
a customer, they continue to
come back. So the key is getting
people to try them and appreciate
the difference and once they do
that, it’s a little easier for them to
justify the price differential.”

Misty Knoll sells its turkeys for
about $2.09 a pound at the farm.
They retail for $2.19 and more at
markets and health food stores.
Adams Turkey Farm sells its
birds for $2.59 a pound.

For Jim Martin of St. Albans
the taste is worth the price.

“You haven’t disappointed me
yet,” he tells Judy Adams as he
stopped to order a 17-pound holi-
day bird.

“It costs a little more but it’s
worth it,” he said. “There’s noth-
ing like it.”

Santa Train brings Christmas to rural kids
Kingsport Times-News

KINGSPORT, Tenn. — Susan Kidd, 64 and the old-
est of 11 siblings, remembers waking well before
dawn on the Saturdays before Thanksgiving when
she was growing up in Scott County, Va., near east-
ern Tennessee.

In fact, many of those mornings she left the house
before daylight and headed for the railroad tracks —
looking for Christmas.

Her family lived about a mile and a half from the
Clinchfield Railroad tracks at Dungannon, and Kidd
was just a toddler the first time she saw the Santa
Train pass through town.

Kidd, who lives in Atlanta now, was among dozens
of volunteers Wednesday who helped sort, mix, box
and load more than 15 tons of foodstuffs, toys and
other goodies destined to be thrown from the Santa
Train this weekend.

Kidd said she has witnessed all but four of the
train’s 61 runnings — Saturday will be its 62nd.

“We didn’t have TV or newspaper advertisements

to tell us a schedule,” Kidd said. “So we didn’t know
a specific time it was supposed to pass our area. We
didn’t want to take any chances, so we’d get there by
daylight.”

Sometimes a freight train or two would clip by
while they were waiting. But Kidd said she and the
other children knew when the right train came into
view because it moved slower and its whistle sounded
— to them at least — a particular way. A special way.

The Santa Train began in the early 1940s by the
Kingsport Merchants Association to thank those
who shopped in the city and lived along the 110-mile
route.

At first, Santa’s treats to children — tossed from
the back of a regular-schedule passenger train —
consisted primarily of hard candy or a pencil or writ-
ing tablet and were paid for by the chamber.

Toys soon joined the mix, and in those early years
there were children whose only Christmas gift came
from the Santa Train.

Now gifts and cash donations pour in year-round
from across the country.

A model of the

Spongebob

Squarepants

balloon, center,

hangs in the

Macy’s Parade

Studio in

Hoboken, N.J.,

on Tuesday, as

Jennifer Palmer,

left, leads a tour

of the design

studio for school

children. The

parade kicks off

Thanksgiving Day

in New York.

AP

Sneak peek at Macy’s Parade
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AMERICAN
ROUNDUP

An atrium rises at the center of the

renovated Museum of Modern Art

in New York with the sculpture

“Broken Obilisk” by Barnet

Newman and Monet’s “Waterlilies”

on the second floor. MoMA was to

re-open to the public Saturday.

Hero takes the hit

CA
SAN FRANCISCO —
A man died in San

Francisco after he pushed a
companion out of the way of
a car being driven by a man
alleged to be a drunken driv-
er, then was struck by the
car himself, police said.

Manmeet Singh, 21,
died Sunday at San Fran-
cisco General Hospital,
about 15 hours after
he was hit. Singh
was crossing the intersection with
a woman whom he pushed out of
the way before he was hit, police
spokeswoman Maria Oropeza said.

Police arrested Gordon Wong,
21, and booked him on suspicion of
vehicular manslaughter, driving
under the influence and failing to
yield to a pedestrian in a cross-
walk.

Whale passes on

MA
WOODS HOLE — A bel-
uga whale that captured

the fancy of boaters and divers
with his playful antics last summer
apparently died from natural caus-
es, marine mammal researchers
said Tuesday.

The whale nicknamed Poco was
taken to a laboratory for examina-
tion after washing ashore on a mud
flat Monday in South Portland,
Maine.

A preliminary examination
showed the whale’s lymph nodes
were larger than normal and that
tissues surrounding his esophagus
were swollen, suggesting he died
from an infection, said Dr. Larry
Dunn of the Mystic Aquarium.

The 8- to 9-foot light gray beluga
whale made headlines because of
his playful nature, rubbing against
boats, divers and swimmers.

Money laundering, sort of

LA
GREENSBURG — How do
you dry out $67,380 in sto-

len cash recovered from a beaver
dam? Very carefully, as St. Helena
Parish deputies found out.

First, the soggy bills were
spread out in the vault at the Bank
of Greensburg. But they started to
smell — so badly that Maj. Michael
Martin can’t help wrinkling his
nose just talking about it.

Then, the dough was dumped
into one of the large dryers at the
parish jail. But the muddy moolah
simply clumped together. That,
though, was easy enough to solve.
Adding an old pair of tennis shoes
broke up the wet wads of bills.

Finding the proper dryer set-
ting, though, took a time or two to
get right. “Regular dry” turned
some bills in the first batch “a little
too crispy,” Martin said. The next
three and a half loads on “perma-
nent press” came out warm and
fluffy, but still slightly muddy.

Deputies found two bags of cash
stuck in a beaver dam. One had
been torn open and some of the
cash had apparently been woven
into the dam with sticks and other
materials by beavers.

Porn dismissal upheld

IA
DES MOINES — The Iowa
Department of Inspections

and Appeals was justified in firing
an employee for allegedly e-mail-
ing pornographic pictures to col-
leagues, the Iowa Public Employ-
ment Relations Board ruled.

Robert Woods, who was fired in
2002, argued at his appeal hearing
that his e-mails were “adult
humor.” The board noted that in
one five-month period Wood had
sent or received at least 25 inappro-

priate e-mails.

South Beach for kids

FL
KISSIMMEE — Lunch
these days for about 2,700

grade schoolers is low-fat and
low-carb — a la South Beach Diet.

The menu switch is part of a chil-
dren’s health study by Miami
Beach cardiologist Arthur Agat-
ston, author of the best-selling
South Beach Diet books. If the diet
helps students maintain a healthy
weight, the study may be expand-
ed to other school districts.

Students have been measured,
weighed and fitted with pedome-
ters to count each step they take
and encourage them to keep ac-
tive. The program at Kissimmee
Charter Elementary, Mill Creek El-
ementary, Partin Settlement Ele-
mentary and P.M. Wells Charter
Elementary ends in May.

‘Who’s Who’ in prison

VT
ST. ALBANS — A teacher
who was sentenced in Au-

gust to up to seven years in prison
for having an affair with a female
student has been listed as one of
America’s best teachers.

Richard Bugbee Jr. of St. Albans
is one of the 134,000 teachers fea-
tured in the current edition of
“Who’s Who Among America’s
Teachers.” The annual list is com-
piled and issued by Educational
Communications Inc. in Austin,

Texas.
The company touts

its listing as “among
our nation’s best and
most respected teach-

ers.”
Teachers are nominated

by current or former stu-
dents listed in “Who’s Who
Among American High

School Students,” “Who’s
Who Among American High
School Students-Sports Edi-
tion,” or “The National Dean’s
List.” Teachers also make the

list “because they are held in
the highest regard by their commu-
nities and peers,” according to the
company’s Web site.

The project coordinator, who
only identified herself as Ellen,
said she could not release the
name of the student who nominat-
ed Bugbee or the date of the nomi-
nation because of privacy issues.

Race track fuels debate

CT
PLAINFIELD — Plans for
an indoor, 140,000-seat auto

racing track are drawing opposi-
tion from three citizens’ groups.

One group questions job-cre-
ation estimates for the $343 million
project, saying they’re inaccurate
because the developer hasn’t re-
ceived commitments from major
racing organizations. A University
of Connecticut study predicts the
project, which includes a hotel and
retail stores, would create up to
8,750 jobs by 2007.

Hospitable cabbies?

MI
ROMULUS — Southeast-
ern Michigan tourism offi-

cials have started hospitality train-
ing classes for cab drivers, wait-
ers, bartenders and others. More
than 100 cab drivers at Detroit Met-
ropolitan Airport are the first to
take the four-hour class.

Detroit hosts baseball’s All-Star
game in 2005, the 2006 Super Bowl
and the 2009 college basketball
Final Four.

Cops hold meeting

CA
LOS ANGELES — More
than 15,000 law enforce-

ment officers are in town this week
attending the 111th annual confer-
ence of the International Associa-
tion of Chiefs of Police. The offic-
ers will attend panels on forensics,
terrorism prevention and funding
issues during the five-day event.
They will also test products dis-
played by more than 650 vendors.

Poison prank

GA
ATLANTA — The father of
one of two 13-year-old girls

accused of serving poisoned cake
to about a dozen students said
Thursday he and his daughter
were sorry it happened.

“It was a horrible prank that
went too far and a lot of people
have suffered,” the father said.
The man asked that he not be iden-
tified by name to protect his daugh-
ter.

The girls were held on assault
charges Wednesday, a day after
handing out the cornbread cake at
East Cobb Middle School.

Lab tests showed the icing con-
tained an expired prescription
drug, bleach, clay and hot-pepper
sauce, police said. Eleven students
who ate it were treated at a hospi-
tal and released.

The father said the two girls had
been bored Tuesday and began
playing around in the kitchen.

“It was not any kind of malicious
intent,” he said. “They thought it
would be funny. They know it’s not
funny now.”

Mount St. Helens experiences a

minor steam eruption in Washington

State as viewed from the Johnson Ridge Observatory in Mount St. Helens,

Wash. At right is a tree toppled by the volcano’s massive 1980 eruption.

President of the Punxsutawney Ground-

hog Club, William Cooper, shows off

Punxsutawney Phil to second-graders from Mountain View Elementary in

Harrisburg, Pa. The Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission used the

groundhog as a way to discuss how to prepare for winter.

Grand re-opening

Letting off steam

Girl Scouts from Troop 3354 of

Kaufman, Texas, get a close up look

at a portrait of first lady Louisa Catherine Adams, wife of President John

Quincy Adams at The Women’s Museum in Dallas.

Long winter?

Up close, personal
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Morgan Kibby, a conservation

technician, steam cleans the lion

named “Patience” on the steps of the New York Public Library along Fifth

Avenue. The 93-year-old marble sculptures are fully restored.

Illegal smokes seized

NY
NEW YORK — A cargo
plane carrying 150,000 car-

tons of illegal cigarettes was de-
tained at John F. Kennedy Interna-
tional Airport, authorities said.

Agents from the federal Bureau
of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms
seized the cigarettes as part of a na-
tionwide effort to halt sales of con-
traband tobacco. Buyers of illegal
cigarettes usually hope to avoid
city, state and federal tobacco
taxes, the ATF said.

The cargo airline, which was not
identified, was cooperating with
the government and no charges
were expected to be filed.

Bizarre Wal-Mart customer

TN
KNOXVILLE — A man ac-
cused of stroking strangers’

buttocks at a Wal-Mart racked up
three felony convictions for the bi-
zarre incident.

Cesar David Cruz pleaded guilty
before Knox County Criminal
Court Judge Mary Beth Leibowitz
to three counts of sexual battery.

Neither Cruz nor his attorney,
Mike Whalen, offered an explana-
tion for the Oct. 23 incident that
landed Cruz in jail.

According to court records, Cruz
may have spent up to seven hours
at the store before his alleged
crimes were reported.

He was accused of stroking the
buttocks of a 15-year-old girl and
at least two other women and then
waiting to watch their reactions.

Family members stabbed

CA
UNION CITY — A man is
in jail facing three charges

of attempted murder, while his
mother, father and sister are recov-
ering from multiple stab wounds
from his apparent attack in the
family’s home.

Police were summoned to the
home after a neighbor reported
two women running from the
house, bloodied and screaming hys-
terically.

Janice Estanque, 22, with
wounds to her neck, left a trail of
blood as she ran down the street
knocking on five different doors be-
fore someone finally called 911.

While paramedics attended to
the women, officers were alerted
to the home by a man screaming
that someone was trying to kill
him.

The desperate man was Efren
Estanque, 52, who was pinned
under his son Jeffrey Estanque,
20, on the front porch as his son
tried to stab him with a butcher
knife, said Union City Police Lt.
Kelly Musgrove.

Police jolted the younger Es-
tanque in the arm with two hits
from a Taser gun. Capt. Brian
Foley told reporters that Jeffrey
Estanque had been depressed late-
ly.

Heroic bus riders

FL
ST. PETERSBURG — Pas-
sengers stopped a charter

bus from plunging nearly 200 feet
off a bridge after the driver col-
lapsed, apparently from a heart at-
tack.

The bus was near the top of the
Sunshine Skyway bridge when Th-
omas Grove, 61, fell out of his seat,
passengers and authorities said.

It slammed into the 3-foot con-
crete wall, which blocks vehicles

from tumbling into Tampa Bay.
Three of the five passengers
jumped out of their seats and ran
toward the front.

The passengers — all unharmed
— called 911 and Amtrak, which
uses the bus to shuttle passengers
from Fort Myers to Tampa. They
spent another another 10 minutes
in the bus because they didn’t
know how to open the door.

Two nurses driving by stopped
to help, performing CPR on the
driver. Grove, of Pinellas Park,
died within hours at a hospital.

Early reports suggested he may
have had a heart attack, authori-
ties said.

Political disputes

NY
LAKE PLACID — A mayor-
al candidate here known

for walking around town with a par-
rot named Arturo Tortilla on his
shoulder has been charged with fel-
ony burglary, accused of stealing
an acquaintance’s Dirt Devil vacu-
um.

Michael Sullivan, 58, was re-
leased from the Essex County Jail
after posting $500 bail, said Sheriff
Henry Hommes.

Sullivan spent two nights at a va-
cant home owned by Christopher
McGill, police told the Adirondack
Daily Enterprise.

But on the second night, McGill
left a note for Sullivan that read,
“Two nights is too many, three
nights and you’re out.” The letter
also warned the mayoral hopeful
that if he stayed a third night, it
would be trespassing, police said.

Later, McGill, discovered his
vacuum missing. After finding a
green feather belonging to Sulli-
van’s parrot, McGill determined
Sullivan not only ignored his warn-
ing, but made off with his Dirt
Devil, authorities said.

Sullivan was charged with sec-
ond-degree burglary, according to
police.

College vaccinations

KS
TOPEKA — Starting next
year, more than 4,800 stu-

dents living in group housing at the
University of Kansas must be vac-
cinated against meningitis or sign
a waiver, university officials an-
nounced. The policy will apply to
students living in dormitories,
smaller scholarship halls or an
apartment complex operated by
the university.

Naughty firefighters

CA
SAN FRANCISCO — An in-
ternal complaint about an

adult entertainment program
played in a San Francisco Interna-
tional Airport firehouse has led offi-
cials to quietly tell firefighters that
such entertainment is not appropri-
ate and that anyone bringing it in
could face discipline.

High-ranking departmental of-
ficers have been meeting with fire-
fighters in recent days after a fire-
fighter told Chief Joanne
Hayes-White about at least two
firefighters watching the adult pro-
gram in a common area of the sta-
tion Oct. 28.

In the past, department officials
have come under fire for failing to
crack down on allegations of sexu-
al harassment and drinking in the
firehouses. Recently, firefighters
have been brought up on disciplin-
ary charges related to drinking
and sexual harassment.

Stories and photos from wire reports

Garland County Humane Society members Mary Ann Taft, left, and Ray Ann

Reynolds feed some oats to one of several dozen malnourished horses

reportedly under the care of Hot Springs trainer Glenn Hild at a training center in Bonnerdale, Ark.

A great horned owl sits perched

atop a tree waiting and carefully

scanning for prey, near Gilford,

Mont.

Adults participate in a dance class to get or stay fit, at Dance Studio No. 1 in Los

Angeles.

Just a hoot

Tender loving care

Ready to roar again

Long stretch

e s · M i d e a s t E d i t i o n · N o v e m b e r 2 1 , 2 0 0 4 PAGE 17



BY JIM HEINTZ

The Associated Press

KIEV, Ukraine — Ukrainians choose a

president Sunday after months of tension

that included widespread allegations of of-

ficial interference, claims that a candidate

was poisoned by his foes and a cliffhanger

first-round vote.

The runoff election between Prime Min-

ister Viktor Yanukovych and reformist

Viktor Yushchenko could determine

whether the ex-Soviet republic of 48 mil-

lion pursues closer integration with the

West or comes more into the Kremlin’s

sphere of influence.

But in the weeks
leading up to the vote,
such broad policy is-
sues have been over-
shadowed by con-
cerns about whether
the voting will be free
and the ballots count-
ed accurately. Inter-
national figures, in-
cluding President
Bush, called on Ukrai-
nian authorities this

week for a credible vote.

“You play a central role in ensuring that
Ukraine’s election is democratic and free
of fraud and manipulation,” Bush said in a

letter delivered Fri-
day to President Le-
onid Kuchma, who is
not seeking a new
term. “A tarnished
election, however,
will lead us to review
our relations with
Ukraine.”

The Oct. 31 first
round was riddled
with complaints of vot-
ing irregularities and intimidation. The
Central Elections Commission took 10
days to announce the results, raising ques-
tions about its procedures.

The final count showed Yushchenko

barely ahead of Yanukovych, each with
slightly more than 39 percent of the vote,
even though all previous partial tallies put
Yanukovych ahead.

Since then, Yushchenko’s campaign has
continued to complain its supporters are
being intimidated. On Saturday, the cam-
paign said two allies of Yushchenko were
beaten in Kiev while investigating possi-
ble vote-rigging; however, the news agen-
cy Interfax later cited police as saying one
of the deputies had beaten a police officer.
Yanukovych’s staff said Saturday it had re-
ceived reports of voter list irregularities
and claims that pens with disappearing
ink were being distributed, the news agen-
cy Unian reported.

BY JENNIFER LOVEN

The Associated Press

SANTIAGO, Chile — President
Bush on Saturday tried to mar-
shal international support to
counter dual nuclear threats
from Iran and North Korea, two
nations in what he calls an “axis
of evil.”

Diplomats say Iran is produc-
ing significant quantities of a gas
that can be used to make nuclear
arms just days before it must
stop all work related to uranium
enrichment.

“It is very important for the
Iran government to hear that we
are concerned about their de-
sires and we’re concerned about

reports that show that before a
certain international meeting
they’re willing to speed up the

processing of materials that
could lead to a nuclear weapon,”

Bush said.

“This is a very serious matter.
The world knows it’s a serious
matter and we’re working togeth-
er to solve this matter,” he said.

Bush lauded the efforts of Euro-
pean nations involved in diploma-

cy to persuade Iran not to pursue
nuclear weapons. Iran last week

agreed to suspend uranium en-
richment and all related activi-
ties in a deal worked out with
Britain, France, Germany and
the European Union.

The deal,
which goes
into force
Monday, pro-
hibits Iran
from all ura-
nium
gas-process-
ing activi-
ties, as well
as other pro-
grams
linked to en-
richment.

“They do believe that Iran has

got nuclear ambitions, as do we,

as do many around the world,”

Bush said.

On North Korea, Bush said the

communist nation’s leader, Kim
Jong Il, will “hear a common
voice” from the United States

and its regional partners demand-
ing it stop its nuclear weapons

program.

Bush spoke on the sidelines of

the annual 21-nation Asia-Pacific
Economic Cooperation forum,
which came at a time of height-

ened concern over Iran’s nuclear
ambitions.

Bush met in quick succession
with four partners in now-stalled

talks with the communist regime
in Pyongyang. Russia, South
Korea, Japan, the United States,
China and North Korea make up
the six-party talks.

Three rounds of talks held in
Beijing since last year have yield-
ed little progress and North
Korea refused to attend a fourth
round slated for September.
Bush administration officials be-
lieve North Korea dragged its
feet on the talks earlier this year,
awaiting the outcome of the U.S.
presidential election.

“What’s very important is for
the leader of the North Korea to
understand that the six-party
talks will be the framework in
which we continue to discuss the
mutual goal we all have, which is
to rid the Korean Peninsula of nu-
clear weapons,” Bush said, sit-
ting with Japanese Prime Minis-
ter Junichiro Koizumi.

Yushchenko

The Associated Press

FOGGIA, Italy — An explosion leveled a two-story
apartment building in this southern city early Saturday,
killing eight people and injuring another six, authorities
said.

Hours after the blast, rescuers digging through the rub-
ble removed the last body, that of a 79-year-old man who
lived in a basement apartment.

Fire Company Chief Vincenzo De Rosa, speaking by
telephone from the scene, said the blast might have been
caused by a gas leak, but said it was too soon to tell. Earli-
er, state radio quoted authorities as saying that a gas
leak, possibly from a faulty gas canister, appeared to be
the cause.

The explosion, which occurred just after 3 a.m., turned
the building into a pile of rubble. Mattresses hurled by
the force of the blast landed in the street, where some
parked cars were heavily damaged.

The dead reportedly included an entire family — the
parents and their two children — and three members of
another family who lived in the building. At least six resi-
dents escaped with injuries, most of them slight, authori-
ties said. The youngest victim was reportedly a boy of
seven.

In November 1999, 67 people perished when a
six-story apartment building in Foggia collapsed. An in-
vestigation concluded in early 2000 that shoddy construc-
tion caused the disaster.

Gas blasts are not uncommon in Italy, where many peo-
ple use gas canisters instead of more expensive boilers
for heating and cooking.

Yanukovych

Bush

The Associated Press

KABUL, Afghanistan — An Afghan court
sentenced a man to death Saturday for the
2001 killing of three foreign journalists and an
Afghan colleague who were pulled from their
cars, robbed and shot as they rushed to cover
the collapse of the Taliban.

The court also convicted Reza Khan of rap-
ing an Italian reporter before she died in one
of the deadliest attacks on foreign civilians
since the fall of the former hardline regime.

“You are sentenced to death,” Presiding
Judge Abdul Baset Bakhtyari told Khan after a
brief session of Afghanistan’s Primary Nation-
al Security Court.

Armed men stopped the journalists as they
drove from the eastern Afghan city of Jalala-
bad to the capital on Nov. 19, 2001, six days
after the Taliban abandoned Kabul following
heavy U.S. bombing.

The four were Australian TV cameraman
Harry Burton and Afghan photographer Azizu-
llah Haidari of Reuters new agency, Maria
Grazia Cutuli of Italian newspaper Corriere
della Sera, and Julio Fuentes of the Spanish El
Mundo daily.

It was unclear whether Khan, who listened
impassively as the verdict was announced,
would appeal the death sentence or a separate
15-year jail term.

Khan had admitted shooting one of the for-
eigners — it was unclear which — and raping
Cutuli in a confession broadcast on Afghan
state television in August.

Afghan gets death
for killing journalists

8 dead after blast
levels apartment
building in Italy

Ukraine’s troubled election finally goes to voters

Bush seeks support against nuclear threats

AP

Rescuers look for survivors after a two-story building was destroyed

Saturday in an explosion in Foggia, southern Italy. Officials said eight

people were killed and six more were injured in the blast, which may

have been caused by a gas leak.

IN THE WORLD
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The grand trine in water signs
highlights deep emotions. What is
said and done with great heart will
bring fast results. Music and art are
the natural expressions of your
powerful feelings. But you don’t
have to sign up at the karaoke bar
to take advantage of these
stars — even doodling on
your to-do list or humming
to yourself brings luck.

TODAY’S BIRTHDAY
(November 21). This year
is like a big green light to
your personal life. You see
that fulfillment is possible,
and you’re not afraid to
embrace what makes you
happy. December puts your
talent in the spotlight. You’ll
make a business plan in
January. Fleshing it out well is criti-
cal to your financial success. Heart
connections are lucky with Taurus

and Aquarius.

ARIES (March 21-April 19).

There’s clearly a better way to get
things done than the way you wit-

ness today. Because nobody else is
speaking up, you might be inclined
to hold your tongue — be a leader

instead. Your encouragement gives
strength to the weary.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20).
You don’t have to be one of those

people who get lost while driving,
won’t admit it, and won’t stop and
ask for directions! Get input from

people who have already arrived. By
following advice, you’ll gracefully

land at your destination.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).

You do what’s right instead of doing
what’s easy. Because of this, love
flows through you, expanding you —

not the kind that makes birds sing
and daisies grow at your feet, but

the kind that comes from self-re-
spect.

CANCER (June 22-July 22).
What’s inside wants out. When it
comes to expressing yourself to

people who matter to you, you can’t
be too creative. How are you going

to leave your legacy on somebody’s
heart?

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). You’re
wise, and you’ve got no time to
waste. So just walk away from that

person you know is volatile. Saying
anything at all will engage this per-

son in his or her madness. It’s like
fighting fire with oil.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22).
You’re too wise to succumb to the
myth that what happens in your
world makes you feel a certain way.
Really, what you think and feel

determines what happens
in your world. Now, if
everyone else would just
get that.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct.
23). Just when you
thought you had total
control, the power slips
through your hands. It’s an
illusion. Take a walk, and
shake it off. You are, as
songwriter John Mayer
suggests, bigger than your
body gives you credit for.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21).
You don’t mind being an agitator.
After all, it’s the grain of sand that
makes the oyster form a pearl.
Besides, you believe those close to
you can do better. As long as peo-
ple can change, the world can
change.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec.
21). People close have a way of
triggering your defenses. Do the
opposite of your initial reaction, and
ask if there’s anything you can do to
help the other person. Tonight,
someone dishy hangs on your every
word.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan.
19). A family member is trying to
lend you support, though it’s hard to
tell. This is when giving the benefit
of the doubt will be most helpful.
Don’t let it become one of those
don’t-know-what-you’ve-got-’til-it’s-
gone situations.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18).
You’ve got something important to
say, and it would sure be nice if the
whole world would stop turning just
to listen to you. Oh well, at least
three people will take careful note.
That’s a start.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20).
Nostalgia sets in. Later, you’ll have
the same rosy feeling about what
you’re doing right now. You play a
different role to each person in your
life. Try and keep the same rules for
everyone, though. Consistency is
lucky.

Creators Syndicate

Dear Abby: I am an openly

gay man, out of the closet at
work, at college and with friends.
I’m out to everyone except my
family, who have made it clear
that being gay is unacceptable.

I spent years trying to
change my sexual orien-
tation, which I now
know to be about as
achievable as changing
the color of my eyes.

I don’t know how to
come out to my family,
or if I even should. The
only family member
who knows said,
“They’ll only hear what
they want to hear, and
they don’t want to hear
this.”

A friend recently
asked me what would happen if I
was in a relationship. Would I
hide forever or come out by
saying, “Folks, meet my boy-
friend!” He said I should come
out for ME, not for them.

Right now I’m confused. One
of my family members is dis-
abled and I don’t know if the
news would kill him.

What’s the wisest thing to do?
— Almost Out in Canton, Ohio
Dear Almost Out: In all the

time I have been associated with
this column — and it’s decades
— I have never heard of anyone
“dying” from being told that a
family member is gay. In fact,

the family usually has had some
inkling by the time the person
chooses to say it.

In your case, the “wisest thing
to do” would be to contact Par-
ents and Friends of Lesbians and
Gays (PFLAG) and request infor-

mation about how to
come out to your family.
At the same time, ask
for literature that will
help your family under-
stand that sexual orien-
tation isn’t something a
person “chooses” on a
lark, nor is it something
for which a person
should be punished.
PFLAG can be reached
at: www.pflag.org; or by
e-mail:
info(at)pflag.org; or at

1726 M St. N.W., Washington,
D.C. 20036.

I hope your family is willing to
broaden their perspective. If not,
the loss will be theirs, because it
appears you already have other
sources of emotional support.
Good for you, because people
who are happy and involved with
others live fuller, more produc-
tive lives than those who stay
locked in emotional isolation.

Dear Abby: I’m a widowed

48-year-old grandmother raising
three beautiful grandchildren,
and I’ve been lucky enough to
find a really special man I’ll call

“Dale.”
I have had four major relation-

ships in my life. The last two
have ended with their deaths.
The first — my late husband —
died in a work-related car acci-
dent. The second died of an
aortic aneurysm.

Dale has proposed marriage
and I said yes; however, my
doubts are linked to the adage “It
comes in threes,” and I’m afraid
I’ll lose him too. If this seems
silly, I’m sorry. I loved both of
the men who died, and after the
last one I swore never to love
like this again. However, God
says, “Never say never.” Can you
help me?

— Gun-Shy in Phoenix
Dear Gun-Shy: Consider this:

The only thing sillier than bow-
ing to your superstitions would
be to sacrifice a mutual love out
of fear. You can’t change what
happened in the past, but if you
think positive and concentrate
on the present, the future will
take care of itself. In a sense, we
all “place our bets and take our
chances” because in life there
are no guarantees. The secret is
to think positive.

Letters for this column — with your
name and phone number — should be

addressed to Dear Abby, P.O. Box 69440,
Los Angeles CA 90069. Readers can write
to Abby on the Internet at
http://www.uexpress.com/dearabby

Universal Press Syndicate

Dear Annie: What do you
think of a woman who walks into
your house, sniffs the air and
says, “I smell pork!” then wrin-
kles up her nose in disgust? That
is my sister-in-law, “Velma.” She
and her husband are militant
vegetarians.

Velma and her husband used to
visit us every summer
and would stay in a small
apartment we have over
the garage. Since this
apartment had no kitch-
en, they had to cook their
meals in our house, using
the “untainted” pots and
pans they brought with
them. We had to stay out
of their way until they
finished. We were quite
willing to prepare vege-
tarian meals for Velma,
but she never seemed
open to such an offer.

Velma’s mother recently
moved to a retirement home not
far from where we live. Velma
and her husband now stay in a
nearby motel when they visit, so
they no longer have to cook their
meals in our house.

However, Velma usually ar-
rives a few days ahead of her
husband, and she stays at our
home until he gets here.

I always thought the whole
purpose of a visit is to sit and
enjoy talking with one’s family
and friends and to share a meal.
The entire time Velma is here,
she barely speaks to me. I feel

like the front desk clerk in a
motel. The situation has become
so uncomfortable that I am consid-
ering moving out for the duration
so I won’t be confronted with her
unfriendly attitude. Am I being
unreasonable?

— Ignored in Vermont
Dear Vermont: Velma is enti-

tled to her eating prefer-
ences, but as a guest,
she certainly isn’t being
particularly gracious.
We’re not sure how
much effort you’ve
made to engage her in
conversation, and you
might try harder, but it
does sound as if she is
not interested in chat-
ting with you — she
simply wants the free
accommodations. Either
ignore her for the few
days that she stays at

your home, or next time tell her
that your house is not available.
The choice is yours.

Dear Annie: You printed

someone’s pet peeve about the
improper use of “less” and
“fewer.” Please print mine. I have
two.

The first is the misuse of the
apostrophe, either by omitting it
in possessives (“the dogs tail”) or
inserting it in non-possessive
plurals (“table’s for sale”). My
second peeve is the comma splice,
in which two complete sentences
are joined by a comma, but lack a

coordinating conjunction, such as
or, and, or but (“The water was
cold, Jill went swimming any-
way”). I had an English professor
who automatically gave an F to
any paper, no matter how good,
that contained a comma splice.

— Author in Vermont
Dear Author: At the risk of

having the grammar police on
our tails, we are printing your
letter and hope people will pay
more attention to their punctua-
tion.

Dear Annie: I own a house-
cleaning business and have won-
derful clients. Last year, for Christ-
mas, I received six wreaths that
were quite beautiful, but, Annie,
nobody needs six wreaths.

I don’t want to sound unappre-
ciative, but I would like to let
clients know that what workers
really want is a cash bonus. A big
thanks to all the wonderful folks
who remember their hard-work-
ing gardeners, house cleaners,
etc., with a very much-appreciat-
ed holiday gift.

— Busy in Salem, Ore.
Dear Salem: Most employers

give their workers a holiday
bonus of some kind. For those
who wonder what the perfect gift
is, your suggestion will help.

Annie’s Mailbox is written by Kathy
Mitchell and Marcy Sugar, longtime
editors of the Ann Landers column.
Please e-mail your questions to annies-
mailbox@comcast.net, or write to:
Annie’s Mailbox, c/o Creators Syndicate,
5777 W. Century Blvd., Suite 700, Los
Angeles, CA 90045.

Creators Syndicate

Sunday Horoscope

Holiday Mathis

Vegetarian visitors making
their hosts feel unwelcome

Anthems praise nations

Coming out isn’t family’s choice,
even if they don’t want to know

Annie’s Mailbox

I’m curious about the origin of
the word “anthem.” I can’t think
of any similar words it might be
related to.

“Anthem” is one of our older
words, arriving in English before
the 12th century. It derives ulti-
mately from the Greek “an-
tiphonos,” which in turn is
formed from “anti-” plus
“phone,” meaning “sound.”

The oldest sense of “anthem” is
the same as the current sense of
English “antiphon”: “a line or
verse sung as a response during a
religious service.” “Antiphon” is
a doublet of “anthem,” which
means that it came into English
by a different path (and in this

case, about five hundred years
later) but from the same root
word.

“Anthem” eventually came to
mean “a sacred vocal composi-
tion with words usually from the
Scriptures,” from which sense it
developed the more general
meaning “a song or hymn of
praise or gladness” in the 16th
century. It was this general sense
that in time led to its use in refer-
ring to a composition that serves
as the musical symbol of a nation.
This column was prepared by the

editors of Merriam-Webster’s Collegiate
Dictionary, Tenth Edition. Readers may

send questions to Merriam-Webster’s

Wordwatch, P.O. Box 281, 47 Federal St.,
Springfield, Mass. 01102.

Dear Abby
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BY JONATHAN CLEMENTS

The Wall Street Journal

Many retirees have trimmed
their spending during recent
years, and it isn’t just because of
plunging bond yields and tum-
bling stock prices. Instead, they
have been reacting to dire warn-
ings from Wall Street, cautioning
them that their portfolios can’t
sustain the sort of withdrawal
rates that used to be considered
safe. Feeling pinched? Don’t re-
sign yourself to a lifetime of
scrimping and saving just yet.

A new study by Minneapolis
certified financial planner
Jonathan Guyton analyzed how to
generate 40 years of income
while surviving brutal market
conditions, such as high inflation
and a steep market decline early
in retirement. He found retirees
may be able to withdraw as much
as 6.2 percent initially.

When experts talk about with-
drawal rates, they are typically re-
ferring to the percentage of a port-
folio’s value withdrawn during
the first year of retirement.

Thereafter, retirees are as-
sumed to increase their withdraw-
als along with inflation. Let’s say
you retired with $600,000, infla-
tion ran at 3 percent and you used
a 6 percent withdrawal rate. In
that scenario, you would with-
draw $36,000 in the first year of
retirement, $37,080 in year two,
$38,192 in year three and so on.

Keep two things in mind. First,
you will owe taxes, so not all this
money can be spent. Second, if
you spend your dividends and in-
terest, these sums count toward
the amount withdrawn.

The strategy of increasing with-
drawals along with inflation
works fine, provided the markets
and inflation are moderately
well-behaved. But if you get hit
with either rapid inflation or a

devastating market crash, you
can rapidly run out of money, as
you make larger and larger with-
drawals from an ever-shrinking
portfolio.

If your portfolio loses money
during the year, you can’t give
yourself a raise the following
year. In other words, if you add
up your portfolio’s year-end value
and the money withdrawn during
the prior 12 months and this sum
is less than your portfolio’s begin-
ning-of-year value, you can’t in-
crease your next year’s withdraw-
al to compensate for inflation.

Also, avoid selling hard-hit
stock funds. Instead, each year,
start by lightening up on winning
stock funds.

Finally, “rebalance” your bond
funds back to their target percent-
ages, and sweep the gains into
your money fund. The proceeds
from rebalancing, plus the cash al-
ready in your money fund, should
cover your spending needs.

If it doesn’t, you should draw
down your bonds even further. As
a last resort, sell more of your
stock funds, starting with the
prior year’s best performers.

The first and second rules will
occasionally limit spending in-
creases, so there’s a chance that
retirees who use Guyton’s strate-
gy will receive less total income
over 40 years than if they had
started with a lower initial with-
drawal rate but got inflation in-
creases every year.

Still, retirees get a decent
amount of income initially and
they may never see the downside,
either because they don’t live
long enough or because the mar-
kets prove relatively benign.

As Guyton puts it, “I wouldn’t
want to be the financial planner
who has to look an 85-year-old cli-
ent in the eye and explain why he
has so much money and why he’s
had so little fun.”

BY MARY ANN MILBOURN

Orange County (Calif.) Register

When Palmerin Perez goes
shopping, she doesn’t leave home
without it, but “it” is not the Amer-
ican Express card.

Perez takes her debit card to
pay for everything she buys, in-
cluding the sweater she bought
this month at Westfield Main-
Place mall in Santa Ana, Calif.,
and cannot imagine paying any
other way.

“It takes [the money] directly
out of my checking account,” said
Perez, 30, of Union City, N.J., who
is visiting in Orange County. “I
never have to worry about cred-
it.”

Perez is one of millions of
Americans, especially younger
consumers, who increasingly
favor debit cards over other
forms of payment.

A recent Harris Poll conducted
for Visa USA showed when it
comes to buying an article of fall
clothing, such as a sweater or
jeans, nearly half of the 1,562 peo-
ple surveyed said they were most
likely to use a debit card. Among
18- to 34-year-olds such as Perez,
54 percent said they would use
debit cards.

“That’s what we’re seeing
across the board,” said Seth
Eisen, a Visa spokesman. “More
and more people are using debit
cards for purchases.”

Debit cards, which electronical-
ly deduct money directly from a
consumer’s checking account,
are just one more example of how
modern technology is changing
the way people handle their
money.

Because of their convenience
and widespread acceptance by
merchants, debit cards are rapid-
ly becoming the new cash. In fact,
for the first time last year, cash
and checks accounted for less
than half the payments — 47 per-
cent — for in-store purchases, ac-
cording to a study by the Ameri-
can Bankers Association and Bos-
ton-based Dove Consulting
Group. Just five years ago, they
made up 57 percent.

During the same period, the

study said, debit-card transac-
tions increased from 21 percent
five years ago to 31 percent as of
last year.

Luis Gonzalez, 23, and his wife
Vanessa, 22, of Orange, are dedi-
cated debit-card users.

“They are easy to carry — you
don’t have to carry money
around,” said Luis Gonzalez. “It’s
also easier to track receipts. You
can go home and check your ac-
count online.”

SEE DEBIT ON PAGE 21

Being frugal not only way to stay afloat

KRT

Shoppers Dulce Villarreal, left, and her friend Maria Melendez, both of Tustin, Calif., do their back-to-school

shopping at MainPlace Mall in Santa Ana in August. Last year, for the first time, cash and checks accounted

for less than half of in-store purchase payments, according to a study. It also shows debit-card transactions

increased from 21 percent five years ago to 31 percent last year.

Adviser: Retirees
should spend, too

American Airlines tossing its pillows

Cash-strapped American Airlines on Wednesday said it is trying
to take some of the fluff out of its costs: So the world’s largest carri-
er is eliminating pillows on its planes.

The multibillion-dollar airline, the world’s largest carrier, fig-
ures it will save about $300,000 a year by doing away with the pil-
lows on about half of its fleet — 334 MD-80s, American officials
said.

But what the airline may gain in savings it may lose in its appeal
to customers, analysts said.

According to American, pillowless airplanes translate into sav-
ings because workers will be able to clean the planes faster be-
tween flights. That will reduce the time aircraft sit at airport gates.

But what will passengers think when they want to put their
heads back and find — no pillow? “We think in many cases the cus-
tomers won’t miss it,” said Ned Raynolds, an American spokesman
in Manhattan.

But Vaughn Cordle, chief analyst for Airline Forecasts LLC, con-
sultants in Washington, D.C., said American shouldn’t be so sure
about that. “Passengers will notice over time,” Cordle said. “The qual-
ity of the service deteriorates because of the financial distress.”

American said it chose MD-80s because they have adjustable head-
rests that can be used in place of pillows. And just in case passengers
think American is becoming a no-frills carrier, it noted that the
MD-80s would continue to carry blankets.

From wire reports
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Debit cards: Time well-spent?
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Q: My mother has asked me to co-sign a loan for
a used car. Her current vehicle requires major re-
pairs, and appears to be in bad enough shape that
it will continue to eat money.

She has poor credit, and was repeatedly in de-
fault on a mobile home loan co-signed by
her boyfriend. She eventually paid it off,
but at great cost to his credit score and
only after several emergency contribu-
tions over the years from him and from
me. I fully expect that if I do co-sign, she’ll
fall behind on the payments and I’ll end up
bailing her out again.

Is there any way to protect my credit
score if I do co-sign, or are there any less
risky alternatives?

A: If your mother is late on even a sin-
gle payment, your credit score could be
devastated. You could easily be trans-
formed overnight from a great risk to a
mediocre one in lenders’ eyes. That
means you could have a tougher time get-
ting credit yourself, and you’ll probably pay more
in fees and interest.

In other words, once you co-sign the loan, your
credit is in your mother’s hands — and as you well
know, that’s not a safe place to be.

You could try to head off the damage by asking the
lender to agree in writing to contact you if your mom
fails to pay, but that’s no guarantee that the missed
payments won’t also show up on your credit report.

If you’re committed to helping her, you might
consider getting the loan in your name and making
the payments yourself, with the understanding
that she’s supposed to reimburse you. She’ll proba-
bly feel even less obligation to pay you than she

has any other lender, which means this solution
will cost you more in the short run. In the long run,
though, you’ll be able to help your mom while pro-
tecting your future credit.

Q: I’m a 49-year-old man who wants to get my
bachelor’s degree. I’ve been accepted to
a private four-year university, but can’t
go unless I obtain scholarship money.
Though I only make $11 an hour as a
teacher’s assistant, my wife makes
$150,000 per year, which would make us
ineligible for any financial aid. She’s al-
ready paying for her son’s college educa-
tion and doesn’t want to pay for mine, but
at my age taking out a loan is foolish. Do
you have any advice?

A: Excessive debt is foolish at any age,
but a moderate amount of borrowing could
easily pay off for you in higher income and
greater job satisfaction.

The key is “moderate.” You’re unlikely
to find enough scholarship money to

make much of a dent in the price tag of a private,
four-year school, and you’re wise not to want to
take on $80,000 or more in student loan debt.

The simplest answer, then, is to find a cheaper
school, take on a few student loans and try to contin-
ue working at least part time. You should be able to
handle the debt load as long as the total amount you
borrow is two-thirds or less of the salary you ex-
pect to make your first year after graduating.

Liz Pulliam Weston is the author of “Your Credit Score: How
to Fix, Improve and Protect the 3-Digit Number that Shapes
Your Financial Future.” Questions for Money Talk can be
submitted to her at 3940 Laurel Canyon Blvd. #238, Studio
City, CA 91604 or via her Web site, www.lizweston.com. She
regrets that she cannot respond personally to queries.
Distributed by No More Red Inc.

CBS MarketWatch

NEW YORK — When you
make a list of things to do before
Jan. 1, be sure to check up on the
state of your tax-saving flexible
spending account.

Medical flexible spending ac-
counts, set up through your em-
ployer, allow you to put aside up
to $5,000 pretax each year to pay
for out-of-pocket medical expens-
es. You save a lot on taxes while
paying necessary health-care
costs. Such costs include the in-
surance-related: premiums, de-
ductibles, co-payments and pre-
scriptions. Depending on the
plan, you also may be able to buy
over-the-counter medications.

The downside of an FSA, how-
ever, is that you must use all
money in the fund before year’s
end. Otherwise, the IRS consid-
ers it forfeit.

Using the remainder of your

FSA for this year doesn’t require
you to hope for a sudden illness
or minor injury.

Here are some ways to check
and improve your health before
the year’s end:

� Schedule your annual check-
ups, including ones with your pri-
mary-care physician and dentist.

� Get your teeth cleaned.
� Update your eyewear. You

might invest in a new pair of glass-
es, or an extra box of your contact
lenses.

� Stock up. Refill any prescrip-
tion drugs before Dec. 31. If you
regularly use over-the-counter
medications, purchase extra.
FSA plans also cover pain reliev-
ers and allergy medications.

� Explore alternative treat-
ments. Flexible spending ac-
counts cover many medical ex-
penses not covered by insurance,
including sessions with a chiro-
practor.

Check in on health plan

DEBIT, FROM PAGE 20

Sometimes, however, they
don’t use their debit card, be-
cause of a feature that distinguish-
es debit cards from credit cards:
They are linked directly to the
consumer’s bank account so the
money is immediately deducted.

Gerri Detweiler, president of
Ultimate Credit Solutions Inc.
and author of “The Ultimate Cred-
it Handbook,” said consumers
also need to watch out for other
pitfalls when using debit cards.

“The biggest thing is that if
you’re a victim of fraud, how fast
do I get my money back into my
[banking] account?” said Detweil-
er, who worked on a debit-card
project with Bank of America last
year.

Consumers should monitor
their accounts closely for any un-
authorized transactions, she said.
If your card is lost or stolen, you
may also be liable for the first $50
in losses. With the Visa check
card, there is no liability.

Fees are also an issue. Some
banks and retailers charge fees
for some debit-card transactions,
so make sure you know how
much it is going to cost.

Unlike credit cards, some
debit-card companies also do not
provide consumer protection for
disputed purchases. If a purchase
is out of town or online, you may
want to think twice about a using
a debit card.

EXCHANGE RATES
Military rates

Japanese yen (Nov. 22) .................... 101.00
South Korean won (Nov. 22) ......... 1,041.00
Euro (Nov. 22) ..................................... $1.338
British pound (Nov. 22) ...................... $1.90

Commercial rates
Bahrain (Dinar) ..................................... 0.377
British pound .................................... $1.8558
Canada (Dollar) ................................. 1.1929
Denmark (Krone) .............................. 5.7019
Egypt (Pound) ........................................ 6.20
Euro ..................................................... $1.3014
Hong Kong (Dollar) ............................ 7.7707
Hungary (Forint) ............................... 190.22
Iceland (Krona) .................................. 66.655
Israel (Shekel) .................................... 4.3625
Japan (Yen) ........................................ 103.08
Kuwait (Dinar) ................................... 0.2947
Norway (Krone) .................................. 6.2474
Philippines (Peso) ................................ 56.27
Saudi Arabia (Riyal) .............................. 3.75
Singapore (Dollar) ............................ 1.6537
South Korea (Won) ........................ 1,069.52
Switzerland (Franc) .......................... 1.1621
Thailand (Baht) .................................... 40.16
Turkey (Lira) ............................. 1,449,275.00

(Military exchange rates are those
available to customers at military bank-
ing facilities in the country of issuance
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the
Netherlands and the United Kingdom.
For nonlocal currency exchange rates
(i.e., purchasing British pounds in Germa-
ny), check with your local military bank-
ing facility. Commercial rates are inter-
bank rates provided for reference when
buying currency. All figures are foreign
currencies to one dollar, except for the
British pound, which is represented in
dollars-to-pound, and the euro, which is
dollars-to-euro.)

PRECIOUS METALS
New York Merc close

Gold .................................................... $446.80
Silver .................................................... $7.597

INTEREST RATES
Prime rate .............................................. 5.00
Discount rate ........................................ 3.00
Federal funds market rate .................. 2.00
3-month bill ........................................... 2.14
30-year bond ......................................... 4.89
Sources: The Associated Press, Bank of
America

Money Talk

Liz Pulliam Weston

Pros and cons

Debit cards have many ad-
vantages, but pitfalls, too.

Pros:
� Convenient.
� No need to carry cash.
� Accepted by a variety of

merchants in person, online
and by phone.

� Provides a paper record
of purchase.

� Purchases are itemized
on your bank statement.

� Some debit cards now
offer rewards programs like
credit cards do.

Cons:
� The money immediately

comes out of your checking ac-
count, unlike a credit card,
where you can take advantage
of a 20- to 30-day grace period
for payment.

� Failing to keep track of ex-
penditures could result in
overdrafts.

� If the card is stolen, you
may be liable for the first $50
of expenditures.

� Some bank cards and
merchants charge fees for
each transaction.

� If there is a problem with
a purchase, you may have to
deal directly with the mer-
chant.

— KRT

Helping mom may hurt credit

YOUR MONEY

Debit: Cards popular,
but pitfalls aplenty

FRIDAY’S MARKET SUMMARY

KEY DEFENSE STOCKS
YTD

Name Div PE Last Chg %Chg

10,753.63 9,585.50 Dow Jones Industrials 10,456.91 -115.64 -1.09 +.03 +8.60
3,631.53 2,743.46 Dow Jones Transportation 3,567.65 -44.57 -1.23 +18.64 +25.39

331.12 243.26 Dow Jones Utilities 324.79 -.61 -.19 +21.69 +32.36
7,042.22 5,922.45 NYSE Composite 6,947.19 -55.72 -.80 +7.87 +16.91
1,367.81 1,064.93 Amex Index 1,364.81 -.55 -.04 +16.30 +28.00
2,153.83 1,750.82 Nasdaq Composite 2,070.63 -33.65 -1.60 +3.36 +9.33
1,188.46 1,031.20 S&P 500 1,170.34 -13.21 -1.12 +5.25 +13.05

638.21 545.26 S&P MidCap 627.23 -7.39 -1.16 +8.89 +14.39
627.89 515.90 Russell 2000 613.44 -8.62 -1.39 +10.15 +16.64

11,664.82 10,059.28 DJ Wilshire 5000 11,480.63 -127.92 -1.10 +6.31 +13.68

MOST ACTIVE ($1 OR MORE)

Alliant Technosystem ... 16 64.00 -.25 +10.8
Armor Holdings ... 27 41.30 -.55 +57.0
Boeing .80 16 53.77 -1.08 +27.6
Computer Sciences ... 18 52.95 -.97 +19.7
Engineered Sup Sys .04 22 54.54 -.75 -.9
General Dynamics 1.44 18 106.44 -1.24 +17.8
General Electric .80 24 36.27 -.56 +17.1
Halliburton .50 ... 39.83 +.90 +53.2
Harris Corp. .48 31 67.37 -.86 +77.5
Allied Signal .75 21 35.46 -.58 +6.1
L-3 Communications .40 21 69.54 -1.45 +35.4
Lockheed Martin 1.00 21 58.35 -.27 +13.5
NorthrpG s .92 20 56.11 -.25 +17.4
Raytheon .80 44 38.84 -.56 +29.3
Rockwell Intl. .66 21 44.83 -.34 +25.9
Sequa Corp. ... 36 59.00 -.50 +20.4
Texas Instruments .10 25 24.75 -.61 -15.8
Textron Inc. 1.40 31 72.25 -.01 +26.6
United Technologies 1.40 18 97.26 -.46 +2.6

NYSE

INDEXES

Name Vol (00) Last Chg

Lucent 541499 4.01 -.12
Pfizer 297521 27.23 -.54
NortelN lf 282090 3.30 -.03
MylanLab 243581 18.88 +1.72
GenElec 216567 36.27 -.56
UnumProv 201338 15.35 +1.62
Citigrp 198360 45.15 -.76
EMC Cp 160149 13.48 -.36
Motorola 148891 17.94 -.36
JPMorgCh 142920 37.42 -.40

52-week Net % YTD 52-wk
High Low Name Last Chg Chg % Chg % Chg

MOST ACTIVE ($1 OR MORE)

AMEX

Name Vol (00) Last Chg

Nasd100Tr 1152247 38.68 -.61
SPDR 525641 117.42 -1.32
SemiHTr 213074 33.77 -1.03
iShJapan 101420 10.31 -.11
SP Fncl 92036 29.29 -.38
DJIA Diam 67841 104.57 -1.09
iShRs2000 53825 122.60 -1.32
BemaGold 46170 3.37 -.05
WheatR g 43214 3.66 +.07
Ballanty n 40426 3.62 +.06

MOST ACTIVE ($1 OR MORE)

NASDAQ

Name Vol (00) Last Chg

SiriusS 3144371 5.17 +.45
Microsoft 838386 26.86 -.21
Intel 795869 24.16 -.64
SunMicro 513072 5.18 -.16
Cisco 492738 19.01 -.51
ApldMatl 484761 16.99 -.66
Oracle 304668 12.75 -.22
Conexant 222970 2.12 +.02
JDS Uniph 196622 3.14 -.09
Novell 191161 6.59 -.54

YTD
Name NAV Chg. %Ret.

KEY MUTUAL FUNDS

Fidelity Invest: GroInc 37.46 -.42 +6.4
Fidelity Invest: GroCo 53.27 -.98 +6.4
Amer Century Inv: Ultra 28.22 -.39 +5.9
Fidelity Spartan: EqIdx 41.63 -.46 +6.7
Putnam Funds A: GrInA p 18.76 -.18 +6.9
Fidelity Invest: A Mgr 16.01 -.11 +3.1
Frank/Temp Frnk A: SMCpGrA 32.41 -.45 +7.2
AIM Investments A: Const p 21.98 -.26 +2.2
Fidelity Invest: USBI 11.17 -.03 +3.8
Fidelity Invest: Ovrsea 33.92 -.22 +7.9
Fidelity Advisor T: GrOppT 29.57 -.39 +3.2
Fidelity Advisor T: EqInT 27.71 -.30 +7.6
Scudder Funds S: GroIncS 21.24 -.24 +5.9
Putnam Funds A: GlbEqty p 8.03 -.07 +7.6
AIM Investments A: WeingA p 12.49 -.16 +3.4
AIM Investments A: ChartA p 12.46 -.13 +4.8
Merrill Lynch I: BalCapI 27.59 -.19 +5.3
Scudder Funds S: Intl FdS 42.35 -.24 +10.3
Fidelity Advisor T: OvrseaT 16.94 -.12 +7.3
Lord Abbett A: DevGtA p 15.14 -.25 +.9
Scudder Funds S: Income S 13.00 -.03 +4.5
Merrill Lynch I: USGvtMtg 10.31 -.02 +2.9
Scudder Funds S: Devel 18.48 -.23 -1.9
Putnam Funds A: GlGvA px 12.97 +.04 +6.9
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Kids need more recess

My son is a student at Vogelweh Elemen-
tary School. Recently I asked a teacher
how many recesses the students receive
and was floored when she told me that the
kids receive one 15-minute recess after
their half-hour lunch.

The school day is 7½ hours and to only
have one small block of time assigned for
the children to take recess is ridiculous.

I’ve brought up this topic to the PTA,
which, while in agreement with me, has let
me know that, according to the principal,
there are too many rules and regulations
that would make it too difficult to imple-
ment another 15-minute recess.

I know many parents who have children
on various drugs for attention deficit/hy-
peractivity disorder. I have to wonder how
many have been wrongly diagnosed and
just need some time to blow off their child-
hood energy on the playground.

I was also told that Army instructors are
required to give their adult students a
break every two hours during classroom
training. So, what gives?

It has been proven that kids do better ac-
ademically and socially when they have
their recesses. I hope this letter will help
bring about some changes to the current
Department of Defense Dependents
Schools policy or will at least get other par-
ents to demand that they find a way to give
our kids another recess.

Judy Coomer

Vogelweh, Germany

Designated parking misused

With parking critical on Ramstein Air
Base, why, with the giant drawdown in Eu-
rope that has been going on since the early
’90s, has the number of reserved spots for
generals, colonels and command ser-
geants major or chief master sergeants not
been proportionally reduced?

At the commissary/base exchange, ex-
cept on very busy days, these slots sit
empty. I am not suggesting these spaces
are not earned, but it seems such a waste
and leads to people violating parking laws.

The second part of the equation is handi-
capped spaces. I recently read an article
that stated that, based on percentages,
these spots are going to be increased.

From my observation, most times these po-
sitions sit empty, except at peak periods. A
good percentage of the time when these
spots are occupied it is by people who are
not handicapped and appear to be able to
run the mile in less than four minutes. Ad-
ditionally, they have no handicapped stick-
ers on these automobiles. I have a hard
time walking because of leg problems, but
I do not violate these positions.

I realize our police personnel cannot
monitor these positions daily, but some-
thing needs to be done.

Chuck Hayes

Ramstein, Germany

Jesus’ words defy ‘liberal’ label

In response to the Nov. 15 letter “Jesus
was a liberal”: I am a Christian and a con-
servative. I am against slavery, racism,
feminism and discrimination. I do know
the Bible, though, and Jesus was not a lib-
eral.

He was love incarnate and gave His life
for His “sheep,” and even mourned those
who were not His own — not because they
weren’t being treated fairly, but because
they didn’t know that He came to give
them ultimate freedom. He was not the
mushy love of everybody’s right to be as
vulgar in “free speech” as long as no one
prays or posts the Ten Commandments.

Hard-liner: John 14:6, “Jesus answered,

‘I am the way and the truth and the life. No
one comes to the Father except through
me.’ ” That sounds like a fanatical Chris-
tian.

Peace? Matthew 10:34, “Do not suppose
that I have come to bring peace to the
earth. I did not come to bring peace, but a
sword.” Luke 22:36, “[A]nd if you don’t
have a sword, sell your cloak and buy
one.”

Just to be clear, Jesus is the same God of
the Old Testament. The same who estab-
lished the death penalty and gave clear
guidance for “pre-emptive” and complete
annihilation. In John 10:30, Jesus said, “I
and the Father are one.” John 1:1-14 also
explains their unity.

He did tell us to pay our taxes to the gov-
ernment and our debt to God. He didn’t
mention tax breaks for any, just to pay
what we owe. That doesn’t imply He was a
proponent of big government. Romans
13:1-7 tells us that God instituted govern-
ment for protection and also for punishing
those who do wrong.

I don’t suppose that “bearing the sword”
is for a mere spanking; however, our taxes
are part of the honor we pay to those who
“give their full time to governing.”

Capt. Scott Hollander
Friedberg, Germany

GIs provide freedom to live life

An open letter to U.S. servicemembers:
I am a 42-year-old husband and father.

On Veterans Day I took a day off from
work, and spent time with my children.
After we put the flag up in our front yard,
we built a fort in a tree behind our house,
went to a movie, out to dinner and then my
7-year-old daughter went to gymnastics
class.

The entire day, my children did not
know fear, or hunger, or sorrow. They
played and argued and laughed in free-
dom. I was not afraid to take them to a
mall for fear we would be attacked. I knew
you were there for us.

With gratitude that words cannot de-
scribe, I thank you for giving me this day.
Thank you for that gift of seeing the happy
and innocent faces of my children.

You are in our hearts and prayers. We
support you. We are here for you and we
love you all.

Jey Moore
Apache Junction, Ariz.
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Don’t let abortion dominate
Dayton (Ohio) Daily News

OK, the time is long past due for a discus-
sion of the presidential election of 2008.

Wouldn’t it be something — interesting,
fun, cool, something — if, next time around,
the Republicans put up a candidate who fa-
vors abortion rights and the Democrats put
somebody who opposes them? The govern-
ment spends trillions of dollars and presides
over a country of extraordinary complexity
and diversity. And yet one social issue is at
the center in determining peoples’ politics.

Candidates fit molds, slide along grooves.
More focus is put on such simple, divisive

issues as abortion, religion and gay mar-
riage, as opposed to policy decisions that
will have more impact on the well being of
the country and world.

Somehow the American body politic has
to dig itself out of those grooves.

Perhaps the beginning is for thoughtful cit-
izens to decide that abortion is not the
be-all-and-end-all issue.

Put Sudan solution on map
Los Angeles Times

The Sudanese government has a bizarre
understanding of what peace means. Hours
after leaders signed a cease-fire agreement
with rebels in the western territory of Dar-
fur, government troops stormed refugee
camps there, beat inhabitants and forced
them to move. The death toll in Darfur is
now estimated at 50,000 and will keep rising
without stronger action from the internation-
al community.

The U.N. Security Council met in Nairobi-
last week, with Sudan a major topic. Diplo-
mats … should take tougher action against
the Khartoum government, such as an em-
bargo on Sudanese oil, unless it stops beat-
ing and killing people in Darfur. …

The United States and other countries
have helped with peacekeeping logistics, in-
cluding flying African Union troops to Dar-
fur. But the number of peacekeepers must
be increased quickly. The current 500 are
overstretched. … Credible threats of sanc-
tions against the Sudanese government and
the rebels, plus additional international sol-
diers and police, can increase the likelihood
of an end to the killings and forced reloca-
tions.

Loyality at top of Bush’s list
The Forum, Fargo, N.D.

The real story about last week’s changes
in President Bush’s Cabinet is the Cabinet’s
remarkable stability during his first term.
Turnover has been minimal when measured
against the Cabinet churn of other presi-
dents during a first term.

What the national press is describing as
“shake-up” is, in effect, expected change
among the president’s top advisers. The fact
that most of his key Cabinet secretaries …
have been on the job for nearly all of the
president’s four years is a remarkable
record that speaks to the president’s ability
to assemble and hold a loyal team.

Further confirming the strength of the
president’s team is that Cabinet replace-
ments named thus far have been White
House insiders. …

President Bush plays a team game in
which he is the team captain. Stray from the
playbook and expect to get the boot.

Powell, of course, could not be booted in
the way [Paul] O’Neill was [from treasury]
because the former chairman of the Joint
Chiefs of Staff enjoyed — still does — enor-
mous credibility and popularity among
Americans.

Nonetheless, the Cabinet news is not a
shake-up. It’s a shuffle, of sorts, that merely
underscores the value this president puts on
loyalty, even at the expense of constructive
and sometimes necessary disagreement.

Tasers: A shock to the system
Florida Today, Melbourne, Fla.

Police officers must make split-second
judgments in volatile situations.

But shooting children with Taser stun
guns — except perhaps in the most dire
cases — is unacceptable. In the past two
weeks, however, police in Miami-Dade
County used stun guns to subdue two chil-
dren. …

Tasers have their place in law enforce-
ment as an alternative to deadly force, but
must not become the option of first resort
when less-risky intervention tactics exist.

Considered a nonlethal tool, Tasers deliv-
er a highly painful 50,000-volt charge. Their
use has possibly contributed to a number of
deaths, and their safety never has been ade-
quately established by independent studies.

Most important, we know virtually noth-
ing about how they might adversely affect
children, who are quite different physically
from adults.

The Miami-Dade Police Department
should issue a moratorium on using Tasers
on children until the two cases are thorough-
ly investigated and officers are retrained.

Backing wind power is a breeze
The Columbian, Vancouver, Wash.

With the mighty Columbia River funnel-
ing about 90,000 cubic feet per second into
the gorge, many Northwesterners have diffi-
culty imagining another natural source of en-
ergy. But the same force that blows hats off
their heads is becoming more popular as the
search intensifies in this region for cleanly
produced power. …

La Center investor Chris Crowley is nego-
tiating with PacifiCorp for a deal to build 63
gigantic wind turbines on the hills overlook-
ing the river west of Arlington, Ore. … We
wish Crowley and the other companies well
in their business ventures, because this
trend will lead to cleaner air. …

We’re not saying these wind turbines
won’t be noticed. … But whatever distrac-
tion wind turbines may present (some folks
consider them fun to watch, almost enchant-

ing) is certainly worth the advantages pro-
vided by wind energy. Already across Ameri-
ca, wind turbines are producing enough pol-
lution-free energy to serve more than 1 mil-
lion homes.

So bring on the steady whoop-whoop-who-
ops of wind turbines. The time is rapidly ex-
piring for producing energy by burning coal
and gas. Power producers increasingly will
have no choice but to … start reaching up, to
harness the free and clean wind.

Theorists don’t have a prayer
Rocky Mountain News, Denver

Any hope that this year’s brutal political
rhetoric would diminish after Nov. 2 has
been utterly dashed. … Supposedly serious
people have actually begun to worry — or at
least to say they worry — about the rise of
theocracy in America.

Yes, that is the incendiary word an-
guished commentators have used — “theoc-
racy” — in publications as mainstream as
USA Today and The Miami Herald, not to
mention more partisan enclaves such as The
Village Voice and Salon.com. Writing in The
New York Times, Gary Hart joined the hys-
terical herd, warning of “the disturbing ten-
dency to insert theocratic principles into the
vision of America’s role in the world.” Pun-
dits elsewhere lamented the endorsement of
“an extremist Christian regime” or predict-
ed the descent into “another dark age.”

Finally, those worried about theocracy
should keep in mind that the actual percent-
age of voters who identified moral values as
their top concern was roughly one-fifth.
Most voted for Bush, but so did most voters
who favor tax relief and who see the war in
Iraq as critical for U.S. security. It is non-
sense to claim that a horde of religious zeal-
ots put Bush over the top.

‘Ryan’s’ hope dashed by execs
The Des Moines (Iowa) Register

Some ABC affiliates, including WOI-TV in
Des Moines and KCAU-TV in Sioux City,
chose not to air “Saving Private Ryan” on
Veterans Day. The World War II movie con-
tains violence and foul language broadcast-
ers feared would result in sanctions from the
Federal Communications Commission,
which tightened regulations and upped inde-
cency fines after the infamous Janet Jack-
son Super Bowl halftime show.

Now some Americans can’t watch an
Oscar-winning war movie on TV.

Broadcasters have been upset over new
regulations for months.

Pulling a popular war movie on Veterans
Day provides the perfect opportunity to turn
public opinion against the FCC crackdown.
The regulations are absurd.

Americans already tune in nightly to
cable television not regulated by the govern-
ment. A satellite dish picks up hundreds of
channels outside the reach of the FCC. Bad
language, sexually graphic material and ex-
treme violence are as close as the next click
of the remote. Regulating a few channels
and fining a few broadcasters won’t ensure
wholesome television for Americans.

Programming decisions should be left to
broadcasters. And their decisions should be
based on public reaction. …

As always, the best form of censorship is
the off button.

Powell departure ends debate
The Democrat and Chronicle,

Rochester, N.Y.

As expected, Secretary of State Colin Pow-
ell is leaving the Bush administration. He
was one of four Cabinet members whose
pending departures were disclosed Monday.

Without question, Powell’s exit represents
the biggest loss to both the administration
and the nation.

He epitomized statesmanship, a quality
that is becoming increasingly rare among
government leaders. In fact, his respected
stature made all the difference for many
who were unsure about supporting the
American invasion of Iraq. They surmised:
If Powell, who oversaw the Persian Gulf
War, believed there were weapons of mass
destruction in Saddam Hussein’s Iraq, that
was good enough. …

Now it could happen that [Vice President
Dick] Cheney and [Defense Secretary
Donald] Rumsfeld, both hawks, will get
their way at the State Department without a
fight. That’s scary.

Though Powell, a military man for 35
years, was a good soldier, he also could be
counted on to speak his mind. That’s an at-
tribute good leaders should value from their
team members. Even if Powell wound up on
the losing side, he at least forced consider-
ation of a different point of view.

The administration and the American peo-
ple will miss Colin Powell.

What newspapers
are saying at home

The following editorial excerpts are se-
lected from a cross section of newspapers
throughout the United States. The editori-
als are provided by The Associated Press
and other stateside syndicates.

OPINION
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HL
Cold frnt. Warm frnt. Occluded fr.Trough Low HighStaty. front

KEY:
Sunny      Pt. Cldy. Mostly cldy. Cloudy         Showers      T-storms          Rain       Rain/snow       Snow

HI LO
Amsterdam 46 39
Bahrain 87 71
Beijing 56 33
Beirut 71 61
Bermuda 73 66
Caracas 89 76
Helsinki 22 15
Hong Kong 77 67
Lisbon 64 50

HI LO
Manila 88 77
Mexico City 74 47
Montreal 40 34
Riyadh 89 69
Rio de. Jan 79 68
Seoul  54 36
Sofia  37 23
Sydney 70 61
Tokyo 61 51

THE WORLD

HI LO
Cape Town 68 59
Dakar  87 75
Freetown 89 77
Kinshasa 86 72

HI LO
Mogadishu 85 76
Nairobi 81 61
Rabat   69 51
Tripoli 72 53

AFRICA

SUN & MOON

Abilene,Tex. 62 53 Cldy
Akron,Ohio 52 33 Cldy
Albany,N.Y. 52 34 Cldy
Albuquerque 54 38 Cldy
Allentown,Pa. 58 39 Cldy
Amarillo 45 36 Rain
Anchorage 31 25 Cldy
Asheville 59 45 Rain
Atlanta 64 55 Rain
Atlantic City 61 41 Cldy
Austin 75 61 Cldy
Baltimore 61 44 Cldy
Baton Rouge 76 63 Rain
Billings 36 17 PCldy
Birmingham 64 52 Rain
Bismarck 37 19 PCldy
Boise 40 24 Clr
Boston 45 43 Cldy
Bridgeport 53 40 Cldy
Brownsville 88 73 PCldy
Buffalo 53 34 Cldy
Burlington,Vt. 47 36 Cldy
Caribou,Maine 36 29 Cldy
Casper 33 15 PCldy
Charleston,S.C. 70 54 Rain
Charleston,W.Va. 60 40 Cldy
Charlotte,N.C. 65 47 Cldy
Chattanooga 62 47 Rain
Cheyenne 31 20 Snow
Chicago 46 28 Cldy
Cincinnati 54 36 Cldy

Cleveland 50 33 Cldy
Colorado Springs 29 19 Snow
Columbia,S.C. 68 52 Rain
Columbus,Ga. 70 56 Rain
Columbus,Ohio 54 35 Cldy
Concord,N.H. 46 33 Cldy
Corpus Christi 83 66 Cldy
Dallas-Ft Worth 64 54 Cldy
Dayton 52 33 PCldy
Daytona Beach 80 61 PCldy
Denver 31 23 Snow
Des Moines 44 25 PCldy
Detroit 49 32 PCldy
Duluth 39 17 PCldy
El Paso 63 43 PCldy
Elkins 56 36 Cldy
Erie 50 36 Cldy
Eugene 46 34 PCldy
Evansville 56 39 Cldy
Fairbanks 19 8 Cldy
Fargo 34 19 PCldy
Flagstaff 36 22 Snow
Flint 48 29 PCldy
Fort Smith 58 45 Cldy
Fort Wayne 50 31 PCldy
Fresno 57 36 Clr
Goodland 31 28 Cldy
Grand Junction 41 32 Rain
Grand Rapids 46 28 PCldy
Great Falls 39 25 PCldy
Green Bay 43 24 PCldy
Greensboro,N.C. 65 45 Cldy

Harrisburg 58 42 PCldy
Hartford Spgfld 51 39 Cldy
Helena 29 18 PCldy
Honolulu 83 71 Clr
Houston 75 64 Rain
Huntsville 62 51 Rain
Indianapolis 52 33 PCldy
Jackson,Miss. 69 57 Rain
Jacksonville 78 59 Cldy
Juneau 40 32 Cldy
Kansas City 45 32 Cldy
Key West 81 73 PCldy
Knoxville 61 46 Rain
Lake Charles 76 64 Cldy
Lansing 47 28 PCldy
Las Vegas 51 38 PCldy
Lexington 55 42 Cldy
Lincoln 40 31 Cldy
Little Rock 58 49 Cldy
Los Angeles 68 47 PCldy
Louisville 56 41 Cldy
Lubbock 48 39 Cldy
Macon 71 55 Rain
Madison 45 25 PCldy
Medford 51 26 Clr
Memphis 62 48 Cldy
Miami Beach 82 70 PCldy
Midland-Odessa 61 46 Cldy
Milwaukee 45 29 PCldy
Mpls-St Paul 39 22 PCldy
Mobile 76 63 Cldy
Montgomery 69 56 Rain

Nashville 60 46 Cldy
New Orleans 78 64 Rain
New York City 58 45 Cldy
Newark 57 44 Cldy
Norfolk,Va. 62 49 Cldy
North Platte 32 24 Cldy
Oklahoma City 50 43 Cldy
Omaha 40 31 Cldy
Orlando 82 62 PCldy
Paducah 57 41 Cldy
Pendleton 43 32 PCldy
Peoria 47 31 PCldy
Philadelphia 61 44 Cldy
Phoenix 65 48 PCldy
Pittsburgh 56 35 Cldy
Pocatello 33 14 PCldy
Portland,Maine 44 35 Cldy
Portland,Ore. 49 40 PCldy
Providence 48 41 Cldy
Pueblo 33 19 Snow
Raleigh-Durham 66 46 Cldy
Rapid City 42 22 PCldy
Reno 44 19 Clr
Richmond 66 44 Cldy
Roanoke 65 42 Cldy
Rochester 54 36 Cldy
Rockford 45 27 Cldy
Sacramento 65 34 Clr
St Louis 52 33 Cldy
St Thomas 86 76 Rain
Salem,Ore. 48 37 PCldy
Salt Lake City 39 25 PCldy

San Angelo 64 54 Cldy
San Antonio 72 61 Cldy
San Diego 65 48 PCldy
San Francisco 67 45 Clr
San Jose 65 37 Clr
San Juan,P.R. 84 75 Rain
Santa Fe 47 31 Cldy
St Ste Marie 39 27 Cldy
Savannah 74 57 Rain
Seattle 48 41 Cldy
Shreveport 65 58 Cldy
Sioux City 40 25 Cldy
Sioux Falls 39 23 PCldy
South Bend 49 29 PCldy
Spokane 37 29 PCldy
Springfield,Ill. 48 33 PCldy
Springfield,Mo. 50 40 Cldy
Syracuse 53 39 Cldy
Tallahassee 77 59 Rain
Tampa-St Ptrsbg 82 63 PCldy
Toledo 51 30 Cldy
Topeka 44 33 Cldy
Tucson 65 43 PCldy
Tulsa 52 43 Cldy
Tupelo 62 49 Rain
Waco 68 59 Rain
Washington,D.C. 63 48 Cldy
W.Palm Beach 82 66 PCldy
Wichita 44 37 Cldy
Wichita Falls 56 46 Rain
Wilkes-Barre 54 39 Cldy
Wilmington,Del. 60 42 Cldy
Yakima 46 27 PCldy
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EUROPEAN FORECAST

Shown is today’s
weather. Tempera-
tures are today’s
highs and tonight’s
lows. Pressure sys-
tems and fronts are
for noon today.

Mildenhall/

•
POLAND

CZECH REP. SLOVAKIA

AUSTRIA

HUNGARY

FRANCE

SWEDEN

NORWAY

SWITZ.

ITALY

GERMANY

RUSSIA

BELARUS

UKRAINE

NETH.

BELG..

BOSNIA

CRETESICILY

TUNISIAALGERIA
MOROCCO

SPAIN

PORTUGAL

CORSICA

SARDINIA

SLOVENIA CROATIA

IRELAND

BRITAIN

DENMARK

TURKEY

MOLDOVA

ROMANIA

ALBANIA

BULGARIA

GREECE

SERBIA

MACEDONIA

LITHUANIA

LATVIA

ESTONIA

Munich
35/27
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Moscow
33/22

St. Petersburg
26/15

Kiev
33/25

Bucharest
39/25

Warsaw
32/18

Oslo
29/18

Berlin
39/31

Frankfurt
37/30

Stuttgart
37/30

Prague
35/28

Budapest
38/24

Copenhagen
38/29

Reykjavik
41/32

Dublin
54/47

Ramstein
36/28

Vienna
38/32

Geneva
40/30

Brussels
48/28

Istanbul
58/33

Athens
55/41

Souda Bay
68/20

Sigonella
64/36

Naples
49/33

Rome
53/36

Belgrade
37/20

Sarajevo
36/27

Tirana
51/30

Pristina
37/27

Tuzla
37/27

Aviano
41/28

Pisa
64/50

Paris
47/44

Nice
59/44

Barcelona
61/48

Madrid
63/37

Morón
66/43

Rota
69/53

Lisbon
64/50

Izmir
45/28

London
55/49

Lakenheath
46/34

Stockholm
28/17

Benelux: Partly cloudy skies with
rain/snow mix late. Highs in the 40s,
Monday lows will be in the upper
20s.

Britain, Ireland: Mostly cloudy skies
with rain/snowshowers. Highs in the
mid 40s to mid 50s, Monday lows
will be in the low 30s to upper 40s.

Croatia and Bosnia: Mostly cloudy
skies with morning fog. Highs in the
upper 30s, Monday lows will be in
the mid to upper 20s.

France: Partly to mostly cloudy skies
with isoloated rainshowers in the
north. Highs in the mid 40s to upper
50s, Monday lows will be in the low
30s to mid 40s.

Northern Germany: Partly to mostly
cloudy skies. Highs in the upper
30s, Monday lows will be in the low
30s.

Southern Germany: Partly to mostly
cloudy skies. Highs in the 30s,
Monday lows will be in the upper
20s to low 30s.

Hungary: Partly to mostly cloudy
skies with isolated snowshowers.
Highs in the upper 30s, Monday
lows will be in the mid 20s.

Northern Italy: Partly cloudy skies.
Highs in the low 40s to low 50s,
Monday lows will be in the upper
20s to low 30s.

Southern Italy: Sunny to partly
cloudy skies. Highs in the low 50s
to upper 40s, Monday lows will be in
the 30s.

Kosovo: Mostly cloudy skies with
morning fog. Highs in the upper
30s,  Monday lows will be in the low
to mid 20s.

Norway: Mostly cloudy skies. Highs
in the upper 20s to low 30s, Monday
lows will be in the upper teens to
upper 20s.

Portugal, Spain: Mostly cloudy skies.
Highs in the 60s, Monday lows will
be in the mid 30s inland, to low 40s
and low 50s along the coastline.

Turkey: Mostly cloudy skies with rain-
showers and isolated thunderstorms.
Highs in the mid 50s to mid 60s
along the western coast, to mid 70s
in the east. Monday lows will be in
the mid 20s to low 30s along the
western coast, to low 60s in the
east.

European forecast for 21 November 2004

Hi Lo Otlk

For current weather watches, warnings,
and 5-day forecasts go to the USAFE
Operational Weather Squadron home
page at:
https://ows.sembach.af.mil
http://ows.public.sembach.af.mil

Forecast by: USAFE
Operational Weather
Squadron, Sembach,
Germany.
Produced by:
A1C Erin A Siegrist

As of noon, Eastern U.S. time

Non Operational
Use Only

SAUDI ARABIA

IRAN

OMAN

AFGHANISTAN

PAKISTAN
IRAQ

TURKEY

SYRIA

TURKMENISTAN

INDIA

MIDEAST

Incirlik
75/60

Baghdad
74/52

Kuwait City
80/60

Dhahran
89/68

Dubai
90/72

Zahedan
81/45

Karachi
92/67 Bombay

93/71

New Delhi
82/56

Kandahar
81/48

Kabul
63/38

Islamabad
79/50

Mazar-e-Sharif
60/34

Ashgabat
63/44

Tehran
61/46

Hyderabad
85/60

Tel Aviv
76/60

Cairo
75/60

•
•

•

•

•

•

•

•
• •

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Today Tomorrow
Sunrise (Baghdad) 6:40am 6:41am
Sunrise (Frankfurt) 7:49am 7:50am
Sunset (Baghdad) 4:58pm 4:58pm
Sunset (Frankfurt) 4:35pm 4:34pm

Skopje
41/24•

•Stavanger
32/25

Lajes
68/63

New moon
12 Dec

First qtr.
18 Dec

Full moon
26 Nov

Last qtr.
5 Dec
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AFN-TV & Radio
Sunday

AFN-Sports, 5 a.m.—Tennis: Masters Cup
Houston (jip).

AFN-Sports, 9 a.m.—Golf: World Golf Cham-
pionships World Cup, 3rd round (dld).

AFN-Sports, 12:30 p.m.—Boxing: Winky
Wright (47-3) vs. Shane Mosley (39-3) for
WBC, WBA and Ring Magazine junior middle-
weight championship (dld).

AFN-Atlantic, 1 p.m.—College football: Rut-
gers at Navy (dld).

AFN-Atlantic, 7 p.m.—NFL: Detroit at Minne-
sota.

AFN-Pacific, 7 p.m.—NFL: Indianapolis at
Chicago.

AFN-Sports, 7 p.m.—Auto racing: Nextel
Cup Ford 400.

AFN-Radio, 7 p.m.—NFL: Pittsburgh at Cin-
cinnati.

AFN-Atlantic, 10 p.m.—NFL: Atlanta at N.Y.
Giants.

AFN-Pacific, 10 p.m.—NFL: San Diego at
Oakland.

AFN-Radio, 10 p.m.—NFL: Washington at
Philadelphia.

AFN-Sports, 10:30 p.m.—NFL: Miami at Se-
attle (joined in progress).

Monday
AFN-Atlantic, 1 a.m.—NFL: N.Y. Jets at

Cleveland (dld).
AFN-Sports, AFN-Radio, 2 a.m.—NFL: Green

Bay at Houston.
AFN-Sports, 9:30 a.m.—Golf: World Golf

Championships World Cup, final round (dld).
AFN-Sports, 2:30 p.m.—Tennis: Masters

Cup Houston championship.

All times Central European Time; dld indi-
cates delayed broadcast. All listings are sub-
ject to change. Some radio broadcasts not
available in all areas. Visit www.myafn.net
for more information.

Pro football
NFL

AMERICAN CONFERENCE
East

 W L T Pct PF PA
New England 8 1 0 .889 237 152
N.Y. Jets 6 3 0 .667 202 158
Buffalo 3 6 0 .333 143 166
Miami 1 8 0 .111 123 186

South
Indianapolis 6 3 0 .667 298 220
Jacksonville 6 3 0 .667 151 163
Houston 4 5 0 .444 185 223
Tennessee 3 6 0 .333 168 197

North
Pittsburgh 8 1 0 .889 221 147
Baltimore 6 3 0 .667 174 130
Cincinnati 4 5 0 .444 169 179
Cleveland 3 6 0 .333 170 198

West
Denver 6 3 0 .667 199 154
San Diego 6 3 0 .667 262 173
Oakland 3 6 0 .333 165 247
Kansas City 3 6 0 .333 257 238

NATIONAL CONFERENCE
East

 W L T Pct PF PA
Philadelphia 8 1 0 .889 238 152
N.Y. Giants 5 4 0 .556 186 158
Dallas 3 6 0 .333 162 252
Washington 3 6 0 .333 125 150

South
Atlanta 7 2 0 .778 194 184
New Orleans 4 5 0 .444 198 254
Tampa Bay 3 6 0 .333 157 179
Carolina 2 7 0 .222 161 212

North
Green Bay 5 4 0 .556 240 217
Minnesota 5 4 0 .556 242 227
Detroit 4 5 0 .444 164 194
Chicago 4 5 0 .444 155 159

West
St. Louis 5 4 0 .556 203 217
Seattle 5 4 0 .556 206 168
Arizona 4 5 0 .444 167 179
San Francisco 1 8 0 .111 172 261

Sunday’s games
Dallas at Baltimore
St. Louis at Buffalo
Indianapolis at Chicago
Denver at New Orleans
N.Y. Jets at Cleveland
Arizona at Carolina
Tennessee at Jacksonville
Detroit at Minnesota
Pittsburgh at Cincinnati
San Francisco at Tampa Bay
Miami at Seattle
San Diego at Oakland
Atlanta at N.Y. Giants
Washington at Philadelphia
Green Bay at Houston

Monday’s game
New England at Kansas City

Thursday’s games
Indianapolis at Detroit
Chicago at Dallas

College basketball
Men’s AP Top 25 fared

Friday
1. Kansas (1-0) beat Vermont 68-61. Next:

vs. St. Joseph’s, Tuesday.
2. Wake Forest (2-0) did not play. Next: vs.

Yale, Monday.
3. Georgia Tech (1-0) beat Alabama State

74-37. Next: vs. Ark.-Little Rock, Friday, Nov.
26.

4. North Carolina (0-1) lost to Santa Clara
77-66. Next: vs. Southern Cal, Sunday, Nov.
28.

5. Syracuse (4-0) beat No. 24 Memphis
77-62. Next: at Siena, Saturday, Nov. 27.

6. Illinois (1-0) beat Delaware State 87-67.
Next: vs. Florida A&M, Sunday.

7. Oklahoma State (1-0) beat Northwest-
ern State 91-53. Next: vs. Ark.-Little Rock,
Tuesday.

8. Connecticut (0-0) did not play. Next: vs.
Buffalo, Saturday.

9. Kentucky (0-0) did not play. Next: vs.
Coppin State, Saturday.

10. Arizona (2-0) did not play. Next: at Vir-
ginia, Sunday.

11. Duke (0-0) did not play. Next: vs. Ten-
nessee-Martin, Saturday.

12. Mississippi State (3-1) beat St. Mary’s,
Calif. 67-54. Next: vs. Nicholls St., Sunday.

13. Michigan State (1-0) beat Florida A&M
104-72. Next: vs. Wis.-Green Bay, Tuesday.

14. Louisville (0-0) did not play. Next: vs.
Iowa, Monday.

15. Maryland (1-0) beat Jackson State
93-57. Next: vs. No. 24 Memphis, Friday, Nov.
26.

16. Texas (1-0) beat Texas State 95-63.
Next: at Chaminade, Monday.

17. Pittsburgh (0-0) did not play. Next: vs.
Howard, Saturday.

18. Alabama (1-0) beat Western Carolina
97-66. Next: vs. North Texas, Sunday.

19. North Carolina State (3-0) beat East
Carolina 100-66. Next: vs. Campbell, Friday,
Nov. 26.

20. Notre Dame (1-0) beat Harvard 66-59.
Next: vs. Charleston Southern, Thursday.

21. Wisconsin (0-0) did not play. Next: vs.
Pennsylvania, Saturday.

22. Washington (1-0) beat Seattle Pacific
89-71. Next: vs. Utah, Thursday, Nov. 25.

23. Florida (1-0) beat Jacksonville 81-59.
Next: vs. Providence, Saturday, Nov. 27.

24. Memphis (3-1) lost to No. 5 Syracuse
77-62. Next: vs. No. 15 Maryland, Friday, Nov.
26.

25. Gonzaga (1-0) beat Portland State
98-80. Next: vs. Montana, Sunday.

Friday’s men’s scores
EAST

Albany, N.Y. 85, Sacred Heart 67
Alderson-Broaddus 97, Clarion 73
Alvernia 92, Rutgers-Camden 52
Auburn 80, Temple 78
Boston College 72, Maine 58
Brockport 107, Medaille 52
Bucknell 69, Rider 50
Buffalo St. 57, Clark 51
Cedarville 77, St. Vincent 69
Elizabethtown 108, Penn Tech 64
Gallaudet 70, Moravian 59
Iona 73, St. Bonaventure 49
John Carroll 76, Hood 62
Mass. College 102, Clarkson 96
Penn St. 73, Lehigh 64
Potsdam 76, Hilbert 46
Rhode Island 72, Brown 62
Richmond 77, Seton Hall 71
Scranton 75, Washington, Md. 42
Springfield 72, Norwich 63
St. Francis, Pa. 74, Howard 63
St. Mary’s, Md. 85, Wesley 71
St. Michael’s 97, Mass.-Boston 92
Swarthmore 65, Connecticut Coll. 61
Towson 69, Norfolk St. 58
UMBC 67, Navy 61
Utica 95, St. Joseph Vt. 40
W. Connecticut 88, Maine Maritime 61
Wesleyan, Conn. 92, Wentworth Tech 76
Wheaton, Mass. 105, E. Nazarene 67
Williams 74, Haverford 71

SOUTH
Alabama 97, W. Carolina 66
Ark.-Monticello 82, Miles 52
Charlotte 93, Long Beach St. 64
Clemson 98, Hampton 54
Coll. of Charleston 56, Charleston South-

ern 41
Delta St. 94, Lane 41
Ferrum 61, Piedmont 60
Fla. International 65, Florida Atlantic 62
Florida 81, Jacksonville 59
Florida Gulf Coast 74, Puerto Rico-Cayey 41
Florida St. 71, Texas Southern 62
Florida Tech 75, Shaw 66
Furman 64, Campbell 52
Georgia Tech 74, Alabama St. 37
Jacksonville St. 83, MVSU 76
Johnson C. Smith 75, St. Paul’s 63
Lenoir-Rhyne 88, Limestone 85
Louisiana College 86, Millsaps 77
Maryland 93, Jackson St. 57
Middle Tennessee 95, Lambuth 54
Mississippi 91, Tennessee Tech 68
Montevallo 104, Oakwood 79
N. Kentucky 55, Michigan Tech 53
N.C.-Wilmington 58, Marshall 57
New Hampshire 59, Liberty 58
S.C.-Upstate 103, Southern Wesleyan 69
Southern U. 72, Kentucky St. 60
Stetson 63, Flagler 51
Va. Wesleyan 95, N.Y. Maritime 54
Vanderbilt 73, Toledo 57
Virginia 88, Robert Morris 55
Virginia Tech 81, Loyola, Md. 58
W. Kentucky 76, Tennessee St. 73, OT
West Georgia 94, Clark Atlanta 52

MIDWEST
Augustana,S.D. 103, Bemidji St. 78
Beloit 81, Maranatha Baptist 70
Blackburn 59, Dominican, Ill. 55
Bradley 77, SE Missouri 73
Buena Vista 71, Wis.-La Crosse 61
Butler 80, S. Dakota St. 52
Carthage 77, Lake Forest 60
Cincinnati 88, Valparaiso 70
Colorado Mines 79, SW Baptist 68
Culver-Stockton 84, Cornell, Iowa 75
Davidson 84, Missouri 81
DePauw 74, Randolph-Macon 72
Drake 90, Akron 88
Earlham 59, Wis. Lutheran 49
Evansville 100, Cent. Michigan 85
Greenville 59, Concordia, Ill. 58
Hanover 61, Webster 54
Illinois 87, Delaware St. 67
Illinois Wesleyan 70, Aurora 68
Indiana St. 70, Coastal Carolina 46
Iowa 85, W. Illinois 62
Iowa Weslyn 90, Grace 84
Kansas 68, Vermont 61
Kansas St. 70, N. Dakota St. 61
Lawrence 76, Viterbo 59
Mesa, Colo. 80, Minn.-Moorhead 60
Miami (Ohio) 81, Purdue 71
Michigan St. 104, Florida A&M 72
Minn.-Mankato 99, Truman St. 57
Minn.-Morris 97, Valley City St. 87
North Central 63, Marietta 37
Notre Dame 66, Harvard 59
Ohio St. 74, Delaware 49
Ohio Weslyn 65, Rochester, Mich. 61
Oklahoma City 77, Bethel, Kan. 66
Olivet 83, Heidelberg 74
Ripon 74, Marian, Wis. 48
Rocky Mountain 93, Minot St. 79
St. Ambrose 145, Grinnell 128
Sterling 72, St. Gregory’s 54
Tabor 79, NW Oklahoma 74
Walsh 70, Roberts Wesleyan 56
Wilberforce 91, Barber-Scotia 77
William Jewell 103, Lyndon St. 61
Wis.-Oshkosh 77, Edgewood 68
Xavier 69, Oakland, Mich. 58

SOUTHWEST
Arkansas Tech 53, North Alabama 41
Cent. Arkansas 88, East Central 56
Houston 85, McNeese St. 72
North Texas 100, Angelo St. 66
Oklahoma St. 91, Northwestern St. 53
SMU 76, Texas-Tyler 61
TCU 90, Texas-Arlington 61
Texas 95, Texas St. 63
Texas A&M 89, N. Carolina A&T 56
Texas Tech 119, N.C.-Asheville 55

FAR WEST
Boise St. 76, Idaho 66
Fresno St. 83, Md.-Eastern Shore 42

Gonzaga 98, Portland St. 80
Linfield 80, Menlo 71
New Mexico 93, W. New Mexico 53
Oregon 77, Idaho St. 51
S. Utah 88, Montana-Western 70
SE Louisiana 73, Henderson St. 59
Santa Clara 77, North Carolina 66
Stanford 93, San Francisco 83, OT
UC Irvine 106, CS Dominguez Hills 69
UC Santa Barbara 80, San Diego St. 72, OT
Utah 72, Stony Brook 63
Washington 89, Seattle Pacific 71
Washington St. 59, Montana St. 42
Weber St. 59, Utah Valley St. 51
Wyoming 77, Alcorn St. 63

TOURNAMENT
Al Van Wie Rotary Classic

First Round
Ohio Northern 73, Campbellsville 67
Wooster 82, Ohio Dominican 75

BCA Invitational
Championship

N.C. State 100, East Carolina 66
Third Place

Oregon St. 65, Elon 55
Fifth Place

Pepperdine 80, Fairleigh Dickinson 79
Seventh Place

New Orleans 81, Siena 73
BP Top of the World Classic

First Round
Northwestern 56, Portland 53
New Mexico St. 65, W. Michigan 61, OT

Bethel University Tip-Off Tournament
First Round

Bethel, Minn. 101, Martin Luther 63
Wis.-River Falls 84, Lakeland 68

Blue Jay Invitational
First Round

Johns Hopkins 86, Frostburg St. 81, OT
Keystone 71, Neumann 61

CVC Classic
Championship

Syracuse 77, Memphis 62
Third Place

Mississippi St. 67, St. Mary’s, Cal. 54
Calvin Tip-Off Tournament

First Round
Calvin 84, Grace Bible 35

Chuck Resler Invitational
First Round

Stevens Tech 64, Denison 56
Clarion Hotel Tip-Off

First Round
Pfeiffer 85, Gannon 62
Shepherd 76, Assumption 72

Columbia Classic
First Round

Columbia 82, Longwood 69
Morehead St. 66, Mount St. Mary’s, Md. 65,

OT
Days Inn Tip-Off Tournament

First Round
Baldwin-Wallace 64, Mary Washington 57
Gettysburg 75, FDU-Florham 60

Daytona Mitsubishi Shootout
First Round

Elmhurst 50, Rose-Hulman 49
Embry-Riddle 93, Voorhees 72

Gothic Knight Tip-Off
First Round

Baruch 68, Arcadia 42
Hight Tournament

First Round
Palm Beach Atlantic 90, S. Maine 72

Holiday Inn Classic
First Round

California, Pa. 68, Ohio Valley 52
Holiday Inn Express Tipoff Classic

First Round
Bentley 77, East Stroudsburg 70, OT
Merrimack 56, Adelphi 55

Kutztown University Classic
First Round

Holy Family 89, Kutztown 88
West Chester 82, W. Virginia St. 63

Lions Club Classic
First Round

Christian Brothers 66, N. Michigan 65
Louisiana Classic

First Round
LSU 83, Tulane 58
Louisiana-Lafayette 84, Louisiana Tech 63

Lycoming College Tip-Off Tourney
First Round

Geneseo St. 73, John Jay 56
Lycoming 88, Alfred 82, OT

Mohegan Sun Classic
First Round

Cent. Connecticut St. 87, Colgate 70
Samford 69, Cal St.-Fullerton 57

Ness Bros. Hall of Fame Classic
First Round

Geneva 97, Siena Heights 89
Huntington 75, Trinity, Ill. 69

Paradise Jam
First Round

Arkansas 72, Winthrop 49
Austin Peay 52, Saint Louis 45, OT

Patriot Tip-off Classic
First Round

Fayetteville St. 80, N.C.-Pembroke 67
St. Andrew’s 72, Francis Marion 66

Penn St. Behrend Tip-Off Classic
First Round

Penn St. Behrend 71, Case Reserve 58
Penn State Behrend Tournament

First Round
Adrian 74, Bethany,W.Va. 72

Pepsi Blue & Gold Classic
First Round

Kent St. 77, Binghamton 52
Marquette 84, Sam Houston St. 71

Pepsi-Marist Classic
First Round

Birmingham-Southern 81, Northeastern 70
Marist 72, Cornell 68

Pepsi/Weis Markets Tip-Off
First Round

Kings, Pa. 79, Staten Island 77
Susquehanna 69, Elmira 48

Preseason NIT
Quarterfinals

Michigan 70, Sacramento St. 49
Queen City Tip-off Classic

Second Round
Belmont Abbey 81, Wingate 69

Rose City Classic
First Round

Drew 74, St. Joseph’s, NY 70
Kean 79, Pitt.-Greensburg 65

Scotty Wood Tournament
First Round

Marymount, Va. 58, W. New England 54
Muhlenberg 79, Hartwick 53

Trinity College Tip-Off Classic
First Round

Trinity, Conn. 91, Ursinus 66
Wachovia Tipoff Classic

First Round
Brewton Parker 97, Ala.-Huntsville 77
Clayton St. 84, Webber 49

William & Mary Classic
First Round

Radford 72, Yale 71
William & Mary 84, Hartford 71

Worcester County Classic
First Round

Worcester St. 100, Becker 46

Worcester Tech 94, Nichols 63
EXHIBITION

N.C.-Greensboro 98, Montreat 67

Women’s AP Top 25 fared
Friday

1. Tennessee (1-0) beat Chattanooga
68-34. Next: at North Carolina State, Sunday.

2. Texas (1-0) did not play. Next: at No. 5
Georgia, Sunday.

3. LSU (3-0) did not play. Next: vs. Southern
Mississippi, Sunday.

4. Connecticut (1-0) beat Buffalo 107-40.
Next: vs. No. 9 North Carolina at Raleigh, Sun-
day.

5. Georgia (1-0) beat Furman 98-76. Next:
vs. Idaho at Honolulu, Friday, Nov. 26.

6. Duke (3-1) beat No. 23 Penn State 66-58.
Next: vs. Stephen F. Austin at Bahamas, Fri-
day, Nov. 26.

7. Stanford (1-0) beat Utah 63-57. Next: at
Pacific, Sunday.

8. Baylor (1-1) beat Indiana 60-47. Next: at
Mississippi State, Tuesday.

9. North Carolina (1-0) beat Elon 86-40.
Next: vs. No. 4 Connecticut, Sunday.

10. Ohio State (3-0) did not play. Next: at
No. 11 Notre Dame, Saturday.

11. Notre Dame (3-0) did not play. Next: vs.
No. 10 Ohio State, Saturday.

12. Texas Tech (0-0) did not play. Next: vs.
Rice, Monday.

13. Vanderbilt (1-0) beat St. Francis, Pa.
102-47. Next: vs. Savannah State, Monday.

14. Minnesota (2-1) beat Arkansas State
82-45. Next: vs. Valparaiso or Virginia Tech,
Saturday.

15. Michigan State (0-0) did not play. Next:
vs. Central Connecticut State, Saturday.

16. Purdue (0-0) did not play. Next: vs. Indi-
ana-Purdue-Fort Wayne, Sunday.

17. Rutgers (0-0) did not play. Next: vs.
Rider, Saturday.

18. Boston College (0-0) did not play. Next:
at Western Michigan, Saturday.

19. Kansas State (1-0) beat Wyoming
85-42. Next: vs. Pepperdine, Sunday.

20. DePaul (1-0) beat Murray State 96-58.
Next: vs. Southern Cal or Massachusetts,
Saturday.

21. Oklahoma (1-0) beat Southeast Missou-
ri State 84-62. Next: vs. Texas State, Sunday.

22. Arizona (2-1) did not play. Next: at BYU,
Saturday, Nov. 27.

23. Penn State (0-2) lost to No. 6 Duke
66-58. Next: at Villanova, Sunday.

24. Maryland (1-0) beat Appalachian State
92-72. Next: vs. Siena, Sunday.

25. Louisiana Tech (0-0) did not play. Next:
at Mississippi, Wednesday.

Auto racing
Ford 400 lineup

NASCAR Nextel Cup
After Friday qualifying; race Sunday

At Homestead-Miami Speedway
Homestead, Fla.

Lap length: 1.5 miles
1. (97) Kurt Busch, Ford, 179.319 mph.
2. (16) Greg Biffle, Ford, 179.307.
3. (12) Ryan Newman, Dodge, 179.093.
4. (9) Kasey Kahne, Dodge, 178.891.
5. (24) Jeff Gordon, Chevrolet, 178.719.
6. (18) Bobby Labonte, Chevrolet, 178.542.
7. (21) Ricky Rudd, Ford, 178.006.
8. (20) Tony Stewart, Chevrolet, 177.866.
9. (29) Kevin Harvick, Chevrolet, 177.807.
10. (2) Rusty Wallace, Dodge, 177.708.
11. (6) Mark Martin, Ford, 177.602.
12. (0) Mike Bliss, Chevrolet, 177.486.
13. (23) Shane Hmiel, Dodge, 177.421.
14. (25) Brian Vickers, Chevrolet, 177.218.
15. (38) Elliott Sadler, Ford, 177.194.
16. (8) Dale Earnhardt Jr., Chevrolet,

177.101.
17. (77) Brendan Gaughan, Dodge, 177.067.
18. (42) Jamie McMurray, Dodge, 177.026.
19. (01) Joe Nemechek, Chevrolet, 176.922.
20. (19) Jeremy Mayfield, Dodge, 176.881.
21. (22) Scott Wimmer, Dodge, 176.869.
22. (99) Carl Edwards, Ford, 176.846.
23. (14) John Andretti, Ford, 176.846.
24. (15) Michael Waltrip, Chevrolet,

176.499.
25. (10) Scott Riggs, Chevrolet, 176.465.
26. (06) Travis Kvapil, Dodge, 176.229.
27. (88) Dale Jarrett, Ford, 176.085.
28. (4) Mike Wallace, Chevrolet, 176.062.
29. (32) Bobby Hamilton Jr., Chevrolet,

175.787.
30. (17) Matt Kenseth, Ford, 175.764.
31. (43) Jeff Green, Dodge, 175.655.
32. (36) Boris Said, Chevrolet, 175.564.
33. (31) Robby Gordon, Chevrolet, 175.518.
34. (13) Greg Sacks, Dodge, 175.319.
35. (1) Martin Truex Jr, Chevrolet, 175.256.
36. (02) Hermie Sadler, Chevrolet, 175.245.
37. (00) Kenny Wallace, Chevrolet, 175.046.
38. (40) Sterling Marlin, Dodge, 175.041.
39. (48) Jimmie Johnson, Chevrolet, Provi-

sional.
40. (30) Jeff Burton, Chevrolet, Provisional.
41. (41) Casey Mears, Dodge, Provisional.
42. (5) Terry Labonte, Chevrolet, Provision-

al.
43. (49) Ken Schrader, Dodge, Provisional.

Ford 200
Craftsman Truck Series

Friday
At Homestead-Miami Speedway

Homestead, Fla.
Lap length: 1.5 miles

(Start position in parentheses)
1. (13) Kasey Kahne, Dodge, 134, $48,825,

114.930 mph.
2. (8) Ted Musgrave, Dodge, 134, $29,700.
3. (17) David Starr, Chevrolet, 134, $23,225.
4. (1) David Reutimann, Toyota, 134,

$19,650.
5. (2) Matt Crafton, Chevrolet, 134, $16,475.
6. (6) Mike Skinner, Toyota, 134, $15,525.
7. (4) Jack Sprague, Chevrolet, 134, $15,575.
8. (24) Greg Biffle, Ford, 134, $12,925.
9. (25) Ragan Smith, Chevrolet, 134,

$13,775.
10. (23) Dennis Setzer, Chevrolet, 134,

$15,675.
11. (14) Johnny Benson, Toyota, 134,

$14,475.
12. (3) Carl Edwards, Ford, 134, $14,290.
13. (18) Tracy Hines, Chevrolet, 134,

$14,165.
14. (32) Eric Norris, Dodge, 134, $13,315.
15. (12) Chad Chaffin, Dodge, 134, $14,465.
16. (9) Bobby Hamilton, Dodge, 134,

$13,865.
17. (16) Hank Parker Jr., Toyota, 134,

$15,265.
18. (19) Andy Houston, Chevrolet, 134,

$11,415.
19. (11) Travis Kvapil, Toyota, 133, $14,565.
20. (35) Deborah Renshaw, Ford, 133,

$13,565.

21. (27) Chase Montgomery, Dodge, 133,
$13,265.

22. (28) J.R. Patton, Ford, 133, $13,015.
23. (7) Steve Park, Dodge, 132, $11,640.
24. (15) Bill Lester, Toyota, 132, $11,340.
25. (33) Terry Cook, Ford, 132, $11,140.
26. (31) Brandon Whitt, Ford, 117, engine

failure, $9,940.
27. (10) Shane Hmiel, Chevrolet, 113, han-

dling, $11,240.
28. (26) Rick Crawford, Ford, 101, engine

failure, $9,540.
29. (5) Bobby Labonte, Chevrolet, 87, en-

gine failure, $9,340.
30. (34) Sean Murphy, Chevrolet, 67, en-

gine failure, $8,620.
31. (36) Jason Small, Chevrolet, 54, engine

failure, $8,590.
32. (22) Tim Schendel, Dodge, 43, accident,

$8,565.
33. (21) Ken Schrader, Chevrolet, 37, acci-

dent, $8,540.
34. (29) Kelly Sutton, Chevrolet, 20, acci-

dent, $8,515.
35. (20) Robert Huffman, Toyota, 6, acci-

dent, $8,490.
36. (30) Jon Wood, Ford, 1, accident, $8,462.

Race Statistics
Time of Race: 1 hour, 44 minutes, 56 sec-

onds.
Margin of Victory: 1.016 Seconds.
Caution Flags: 9 for 30 laps.
Lead Changes: 13 among 9 drivers.
Lap Leaders: D. Reutimann 0, M. Crafton

1-23, B. Labonte 24-26, S. Murphy 27-36, T.
Musgrave 37-38, J. Benson 39-43, C. Edwards
44-54, B. Labonte 55, C. Edwards 56-58, S.
Hmiel 59-78, K. Kahne 79-90, T. Musgrave 91,
D. Setzer 92, K. Kahne 93-134.

Point Standings: B. Hamilton 3,624, D. Set-
zer 3,578, T. Musgrave 3,554, C. Edwards
3,493, M. Crafton 3,379, D. Starr 3,298, J. Spra-
gue 3,167, T. Kvapil 3,152, S. Park 3,138, C.
Chaffin 3,122.

Tennis
ATP Masters Cup

Friday
At The West Side Tennis Club

Houston
Purse: Singles, $3.7 million; Doubles,

$750,000
Surface: Hard-Outdoor

Singles
Round Robin
Blue Group

Andy Roddick (2), United States, def. Guill-
ermo Coria (6), Argentina, 7-6 (4), 6-3.

Marat Safin (4), Russia, def. Tim Henman
(7), Britain, 6-2, 7-6 (2).

Standings: Roddick, 3-0; Safin, 2-1; Hen-
man, 1-2; Coria, 0-3.

Red Group
Lleyton Hewitt (3), Australia, def. Gaston

Gaudio (8), Argentina, 6-2, 6-1.
Standings: Federer, 3-0; Hewitt, 2-1; Moya

1-2; Gaudio, 0-3.

Golf
World Cup

Saturday
At Real Club de Golf de Sevilla Course

Sevilla, Spain
Purse: $4 million

Yardage: 7,134; Par: 72
Third Round

Fourball (Better Ball)
Spain (Miguel Angel Jimenez, Sergio Garcia)
 63-68-61—192
England (L. Donald, P. Casey) 61-64-68—193
United States (Scott Verplank, Bob Tway)
 64-67-64—195
Sweden (Joakim Haeggman, F. Jacobson)
 64-67-64—195
Ireland (Padraig Harrington, Paul McGinley)
 60-71-64—195
South Africa (Rory Sabbatini, T. Immelman)
 66-65-64—195

ADT Championship
Friday

At Trump International Golf Club Course
West Palm Beach, Fla.

Purse: $1 million
Yardage: 6,514; Par: 72

Second Round
Annika Sorenstam 66-68—134 -10
Laura Diaz 69-68—137 -7
Karrie Webb 68-69—137 -7
Cristie Kerr 67-70—137 -7
Jennifer Rosales 70-68—138 -6
Rachel Teske 70-69—139 -5

Pebble Beach Invitational
Friday

At Pebble Beach Resort Courses
Pebble Beach, Calif.

Purse: $300,000
p-Pebble Beach Golf Links, 6,737 yards, par 72

d-Del Monte Course, 6,357 yards, par 72
s-Spyglass Hill Course, 6,862 yards, par 72

Second Round
Nick Watney 68p-67d—135
Ryan Palmer 69p-66d—135
Kirk Triplett 69d-66s—135
Jeff Brehaut 69d-67s—136
Tommy Armour III 68s-69p—137
Rich Beem 69d-69s—138
Olin Browne 66d-72s—138
Kevin Sutherland 70p-69d—139
Tom Lehman 68p-71d—139

UBS Cup
At Kiawah Island Club, Cassique Course

Kiawah Island, S.C.
Purse: $3 million

Yardage: 6,945; Par: 72
FRIDAY

FOURSOMES (Alternate Shot)
Rest of the World 3½, United States 2½

Arnold Palmer and Jay Haas, United
States, halved with Gary Player, South Afri-
ca, and Mark McNulty, Zimbabwe.

Colin Montgomerie, France, and Bernhard
Langer, Germany, def. Tom Kite and Ray
Floyd, United States, 1 up.

Hale Irwin and Fred Funk, United States,
def. Sam Torrance, Scotland, and Barry
Lane, England, 5 and 3.

Ian Woosnam, Wales, and Sandy Lyle, En-
gland, def. Tom Watson and Scott Hoch, Unit-
ed States, 4 and 3.

John Chillas, Scotland, and Carl Mason, En-
gland, def. Curtis Strange and Craig Stadler,
United States, 4 and 3.

Hal Sutton and Fred Couples, United
States, def. Peter Senior and Rodger Davis,
Australia, 3 and 2.

SCOREBOARD
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The Associated Press

LAWRENCE, Kan. — Vermont
was not worried about playing the
nation’s No. 1 team on the road.
For much of the night, it was the
capacity crowd at Allen Field-
house that seemed nervous.

The Catamounts gave
top-ranked Kansas and their fans
a big scare Friday night before
the Jayhawks finally pulled away
in the final minutes for a 68-61 vic-
tory.

Vermont, which returns four
starters from last year’s 22-9
team, held a four-point lead with
less than 5 minutes left.

“Our guys did not seem intimi-
dated,” Vermont coach Tom Bren-
nan said. “There were a couple of
close calls at the end that did not
go our way. But we were still in
the game with two minutes left.”

Wayne Simien had 25 points
and 14 rebounds and scored the
last four points of a 9-2 game-end-
ing run.

“Wayne Simien is a horse,”
Kansas guard Keith Langford
said. “We just get on his back and
ride.”

Simien had a double-double at
halftime, which ended with Kan-
sas holding a tenuous three-point
lead.

“Who scheduled that one?” said
Simien with a laugh. “The first
game is supposed to ease into the
season, man. But we knew they
were going to come out and play
us tough.”

The Jayhawks, who haven’t
started a season No. 1 since Wilt
Chamberlain was in school,
trailed the underdog Catamounts
58-54 when Taylor Coppenrath
hit a short jumper with 4:24 left.

Christian Moody, a walk-on
starter, then made two free throws

to give Kansas a 61-59 lead with
2:49 left and start a 9-2 run that ex-
tinguished Vermont’s bid for what
would have been one of the great
upsets in school history.

No. 3 Georgia Tech 74, Ala-
bama St. 37: At Atlanta, Jarrett
Jack scored 20 points and Geor-
gia Tech held Alabama State
scoreless for more than nine min-
utes to begin the game.

The Hornets, also playing their
season opener, were trailing 2-0
before the tipoff. Tyrece Legette
was given a technical for dunking
during pregame warmups, and
Jack hit two free throws before
the game began.

No. 5 Syracuse 77, No. 24
Memphis 62: At New York,
Hakim Warrick had 25 points and
Gerry McNamara added 21 to
help Syracuse win the Coaches
vs. Cancer Classic championship.

Rodney Carney, coming off a
career-high 33 points in the semi-
finals, had 25 points for Memphis
(3-1).

No. 6 Illinois 87, Delaware St.
67: At Champaign, Ill., Dee
Brown scored 17 points to help Il-
linois win its season opener.

No. 7 Oklahoma St. 91, North-
western St. 53: John Lucas
scored 24 points and Joey Gra-
ham added 18, leading host Okla-
homa State to a victory in its sea-
son opener.

Graham scored 15 first-half
points, and Lucas had 16 after the
break for the Cowboys. Ivan Mc-
Farlin added 14 points for Oklaho-
ma State.

No. 12 Mississippi St. 67,

Saint Mary’s 54: At New York,
Lawrence Roberts scored 20
points to lead Mississippi State to
a third-place finish in the Coach-
es vs. Cancer Classic tournament.

Despite playing with a face-
mask because of a broken nose,
Roberts finished 6-for-18 from
the field and had seven rebounds.

No.13 MichiganSt. 104,Flori-
da A&M 72: Kelvin Torbert
scored 21 points and helped Mich-
igan State win its season opener
at home. Maurice Ager added 20
points for the Spartans.

No. 15 Maryland 93, Jackson
St. 57: At College Park, Md.,
Travis Garrison scored a ca-
reer-high 21 points, and Mary-
land pulled away after halftime.

Ekene Ibekwe had a ca-
reer-high 17 points and eight re-
bounds for the Terrapins.

No. 16 Texas 95, Texas St.
63: P.J. Tucker scored 18 points
to lead the Longhorns in their sea-
son opener at home. Brad Buck-
man and Kenton Paulino each
scored 13 for the Longhorns.

No. 18 Alabama 97, Western
Carolina 66: At Tuscaloosa, Ala.,
Kennedy Winston scored 24
points and the Crimson Tide was
never tested after the first five
minutes.

Point guard Ronald Steele be-
came only the third freshman to
start a season opener for the Crim-
son Tide. He scored three points.

No. 19 North Carolina St.
100, East Carolina 66: At Ra-
leigh, N.C., Tony Bethel scored 22
points to lead North Carolina
State in the championship game
of the BCA Invitational.

The Wolfpack (3-0) cruised
through the three games.

No. 20 Notre Dame 66, Har-

vard 59: Chris Quinn scored 20
points and Chris Thomas added
17 as host Notre Dame won de-
spite blowing an 18-point lead.

Brian Cusworth led Harvard
with 15 points and 13 rebounds
for the Crimson.

No. 22 Washington 89, Seat-
tle Pacific 71: At Seattle, Bran-
don Roy scored 23 points and
Nate Robinson added 22 to lead
Washington in its season opener.

Freshman Joel Smith scored 15

points, while Mike Jensen had 14
points for Washington.

No. 23 Florida 81, Jackson-
ville 59: At Jacksonville, Fla., An-
thony Roberson scored 19 points
and David Lee added 15 points.

No. 25 Gonzaga 98, Portland
St. 80: At Spokane, Wash., Ronny
Turiaf scored a career-high 33
points and Gonzaga shot 65 per-
cent to win its season opener.

Blake Walker led Portland
State with 22 points.

BY JANIE MCCAULEY

The Associated Press

OAKLAND, Calif. — Roy Williams trav-
eled a long way to get outfoxed by an old
golfing buddy.

Travis Niesen scored 26 points and Kyle
Bailey made three second-half three-point-
ers as Santa Clara spoiled No. 4 North Caro-
lina’s season opener 77-66 Friday night in
the Pete Newell Challenge.

The cold-shooting Tar Heels lost their
opener for only the fifth time since 1930
and will certainly lose their highest pre-
season ranking in seven years.

Williams blamed himself for not having
his team better prepared, but also gave
credit to his longtime friend, Santa Clara
coach Dick Davey.

“I’ve got to do a heck of a lot better job
and do the little things we’ve talked about
all along,” Williams said. “We are extreme-
ly disappointed. Ticked off is what I am,
but I’m ticked off at myself not at the kids.”

Williams invited Davey golfing at fancy
Cypress Point earlier in the week — and
when their teams met on the basketball
court, Santa Clara always seemed closer to
the hole.

Niesen and 6-foot-2 dynamo Doron Per-
kins scored inside consistently, while the
Broncos got most of the big rebounds.
Santa Clara mostly kept North Carolina on
the perimeter, where the Heels’ poor shoot-

ing doomed them in their first game on the
West Coast in four years.

Niesen forced himself to ignore the
name on North Carolina’s baby blue uni-
forms and just play.

“I don’t think I’m very good, I just play
really hard,” said Niesen, who made 10 of
his 14 shots. “I’m not afraid of anyone,
man.”

Sean May had 19 points and nine re-
bounds in the first meeting between these
schools since Michael Jordan’s playing
days. Rashad McCants scored 15 of his 20
points in the second half before fouling out
in the final minute.

When it ended, Niesen threw the ball up
high enough to hit the overhead score-
board, then walked in front of the fans,
holding out his jersey while the crowd
cheered.

“It feels like they’re more athletic at
every position,” said Perkins, who added
11 points and nine rebounds. “We came
out with energy we’ve never come with be-
fore.”

North Carolina shot 36.5 percent and
went 14-for-24 from the free throw line —
not exactly the kind of basketball expected
from a top-five team.

Bailey finished with 20 points for Santa
Clara (3-1), which already played three
games in the NABC Classic last week, in-
cluding a 34-point loss to host New Mexico.

North Carolina never looked comfort-
able on either end of the floor, probably in
part because the Heels were without sus-
pended point guard Raymond Felton.

“We didn’t get a real feel of the game,”
said freshman Quentin Thomas, a former
prep star in Oakland who earned the start
in place of Felton. “Our shots weren’t fall-
ing, but at the same time we couldn’t turn
it up on defense.”

They began a stretch of seven games in
16 days with an ugly offensive night and
didn’t match the energy of the Broncos,
who beat a top-five team for only the third
time in Davey’s 13-year tenure.

But he was more interested in scouting

the Stanford-San Francisco game after-
ward than celebrating one big win.

“Obviously, I’m excited about the victo-
ry, but I think you have to keep things in
perspective,” Davey said. “It’s only one
game.”

Bailey made back-to-back three-point-
ers to give the Broncos a 45-32 lead with
15:16 remaining, and Santa Clara kept mak-
ing big baskets down the stretch to avoid
any drama late.

Williams went with Thomas over Melvin
Scott and Wes Miller to replace Felton,
who served a one-game suspension for
playing in a non-certified summer league.
Thomas had his prep uniform retired at
halftime.

North Carolina returns all five starters
from a team that went 19-11 last season,
and Williams wants the Heels to be better
defensively this season. But after this poor
offensive performance he’ll certainly have
them working even harder on their shoot-
ing, too.

The Tar Heels had won 68 of their previ-
ous 73 season openers and played Santa
Clara for only the third time. North Caroli-
na won the last meeting in 1982, led by Jor-
dan’s 22 points in the 79-56 victory.

Even when they weren’t under pressure,
the taller and bigger Tar Heels couldn’t
knock down open shots — reserve C.J.
Hooker missed an open dunk with 20 sec-
onds left. They were routinely beaten to
loose balls.

Men’s AP Top 25

No.1 Jayhawks escape upset

Santa Clara shocks No. 4 North Carolina

AP

Santa Clara’s Doron Perkins (30) cele-

brates after his team’s 77-66 victory over

No. 4 North Carolina on Friday night.

AP

Vermont forward Taylor Coppenrath, top, ties up Kansas guard Keith

Langford during the second half at Allen Fieldhouse in Lawrence, Kan.
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BY PAUL NEWBERRY

The Associated Press

FLOWERY BRANCH, Ga. —
So far, Michael Vick is 0-for-2
when it comes to the Big Apple.

First, a sprained shoulder.

Then, a broken leg. For two years
running, the NFL’s most exciting
player hasn’t been on the field
when the Atlanta Falcons trav-
eled to New York to take on the Gi-
ants.

On Sunday, Vick will finally
bring his one-of-a-kind skills to
the biggest stage in sports. If he
can make it there, he can make it
... well, he’s already made it just
about everywhere else.

“Mike is a great performer.
Every week, he wants to shine,”
teammate Cory Hall said Wednes-
day. “I’m pretty sure most of the
world has seen highlights of No.
7. But this right here will put a
bigger spotlight on his abilities.”

Sure, there’s nothing like hav-
ing a big game in New York (or,
in the case of Giants Stadium,

right across the river) to boost a
player’s image and marketing
power.

Not that Vick needs much help
in those areas. Even without a
minute in New York, he’s already
got a lucrative shoe contract, his
face on a video game and plenty
of commercial endorsements.

“I think he looks forward to
shining wherever he plays,” line-
backer Keith Brooking said.

While stressing that he looks at
this game the same as all others,
Vick had to admit there’s a small
part of him that wants to shine a
little brighter in New York.

“Oh yeah, I’m very excited,” he
said. “This is my first time getting
a start there. The last two years, I
was hurt. Hopefully, we can do
the same thing we did the last two

years, and that’s walk off the field
with a victory.”

In 2002, Vick’s first season as a
starter, he couldn’t play against
the Giants after being slammed to
the turf the previous week by
Tampa Bay’s Simeon Rice. He
watched from the sideline as
backup quarterback Doug
Johnson led Atlanta to a 17-10 vic-
tory, sparking an eight-game un-
beaten streak that carried the Fal-
cons to the playoffs.

Last year, Vick missed the first
11 games after breaking his leg in
the preseason. The Falcons plum-
meted without their starter, win-
ning only twice with Johnson and
Kurt Kittner at quarterback.

But one of those victories came
at Giants Stadium, a 27-7 upset
that was mainly due to Warrick

Dunn’s 178 yards rushing and
four turnovers by New York. Kitt-
ner completed just nine of 23 pass-
es for 65 yards, but it was good
enough to snap a seven-game los-
ing streak.

Barring an unforeseen injury
in the last couple of practices,
Vick will finally make his Broad-
way debut as the leader of a
first-place team. The Falcons
(7-2) have a comfortable
three-game lead in the NFC
South and are looking to take an-
other major step toward the third
division title in franchise history.

Vick knows he’ll be in the spot-
light but doesn’t want it to dis-
tract from what’s really impor-
tant. If he has a poor game and
the Falcons still win, he’ll be satis-
fied.

“I’m blocking all that out,” he
said. “Yeah, it’s the Big Apple
and it’s going to be a big-time
show. But we’re there to win a
football game.”

Vick seems more comfortable
each week with the West
Coast-style offense installed by
the new coaching staff. Last
week, he worked out of the shot-
gun for the first time in a 24-14
victory over Tampa Bay.

“I knew what this system could
do for me and do for us as a team,
as an offense,” Vick said. “It was
all about getting a handle on the
offense and just being able to go
out there and execute all the
things that we were trying to do.

“It didn’t take long, and here
we are, sitting in a good position
right now.”

And ready to make it in New
York.

BY DAVE GOLDBERG

The Associated Press

When it was announced Eli
Manning would start for the New
York Giants against Atlanta on
Sunday, the Falcons quickly be-
came 2½-point favorites in a
game that opened at pick ’em.

Ben Roethlisberger’s success
aside, that’s the perception of
rookie quarterbacks — they cost
their team almost a field goal, es-
pecially when they have a leaky
offensive line and are facing a
good pass rush.

But Tom Coughlin made the
switch in part because Kurt Warn-
er has been tentative in the Gi-
ants’ last four games, three of
them losses. Coughlin’s reason-
ing: Manning gets rid of the ball
faster and is at the point where
he’s comfortable with the system.

Both teams are like most of the
league — unpredictable.

In losing three of four, the Gi-
ants were beaten by Detroit and
Chicago at home and by Arizona
on the road, all games they could
have (some say “should have”)
won. They won at Minnesota as
an underdog.

The Falcons were beaten in
Kansas City 56-10 but came back
the next week to win at Denver.

One more thing: The Giants
have lost at home to Atlanta in
each of the last two seasons, but
Michael Vick was hurt both
times. Two years ago, Doug

Johnson was the quarterback,
last year it was Kurt Kittner.
Johnson is now Tennessee’s
third-stringer, and Kittner has
been cut this year by the Falcons,
Bengals, Giants, Patriots and
Steelers.

Because neither Johnson nor
Kittner is playing this week, and
because New York’s offensive
line — which has allowed 24
sacks in the last four games —
will be cut en masse if it doesn’t
protect the future of the franchise
.... GIANTS, 20-19.

New England (minus 3) at Kan-
sas City (Monday night): Another
one of those Monday nighters
that looked good on paper when it
was scheduled. The Patriots play
fast and loose now that the bur-
den of the streak is off. ... PATRI-
OTS, 34-20.

Indianapolis (minus 7) at Chi-
cago: Lovie Smith should be a
coach of the year candidate for
winning three straight with Craig
Krenzel at QB. But he doesn’t
have Brian Urlacher on his side,
and Peyton Manning plays for the
other guys. ... COLTS, 27-17.

Pittsburgh (minus 4½) at Cin-
cinnati: The Steelers keep the
hammer down. ... STEELERS,
27-13.

Washington (plus 10½) at Phil-

adelphia: The Redskins’ defense
can control the Eagles to a point.
But that Washington offense ...
EAGLES, 23-6.

Dallas (plus 8) at Baltimore:
The way the Cowboys are playing

defense, even the plodding
Ravens’ offense can score. ...
RAVENS, 24-13.

Green Bay (minus 3) at Hous-
ton: Another offensive challenge
for the Texans, who have allowed

80 points in their last two games.
... PACKERS, 34-27.

Denver (minus 4) at New Or-
leans: Who knows with the Saints,
but ... BRONCOS, 31-20.

San Diego (minus-4) at Oak-
land: There’s no reason for a San
Diego slide here. .. CHARGERS,
37-27.

Tennessee (off) at Jackson-
ville: David Garrard will be a
big-time QB some day. ... JAG-
UARS, 20-3.

New York Jets (pick ’em) at
Cleveland: No trick plays, Her-
man. ... JETS, 22-20.

Detroit (plus 7½) at Minneso-
ta: The Vikings’ losing streak
ends here. ... VIKINGS, 27-20.

St. Louis (minus 1) at Buffalo:
Remember that the Rams are the
only team to lose to Miami. ...
BILLS, 24-20.

Miami (plus 10) at Seattle: The
Seahawks might be as unpredict-
able as the Rams. But they won’t
lose to the Dolphins. ... SEA-
HAWKS, 24-13.

San Francisco (plus 8) at
Tampa Bay: The 49ers are fight-
ing for the No. 1 draft pick. ...
BUCS, 27-10.

Arizona (off) at Carolina: “Off”
is for Jake Delhomme. “Coach of
the Year” is for Dennis Green if
Cards make playoffs. ... CARDI-
NALS, 20-17.

Last week: 4-10 (spread), 8-6
(straight up).

Season: 71-71-2 (spread), 92-52
(straight up).

NFL picks

Finally, Falcons’ Vick takes his skills to N.Y. stage

AP

Injuries have kept Atlanta Falcons

quarterback Michael Vick (7) out

of the last two meetings with the

New York Giants.

Giants QB Manning will face tough defense in debut

AP

New York Giants rookie QB Eli Manning will make his first start behind

an offensive line that has allowed 24 sacks in the past four games.
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The Associated Press

HOMESTEAD, Fla. — Kurt
Busch came to Home-
stead-Miami Speedway with
more in mind than just winning
the NASCAR Nextel Cup champi-
onship.

“I was just
joking in the
prequalifying
interview that
we needed a
pole to get into
the Bud Shoot-

out, and now here we are,” Busch
said after taking the top spot in
qualifying Friday for the sea-
son-ending Ford 400.

His first official pole in two
years qualified Busch for the
made-for-TV Shootout, a race at
Daytona in February for the previ-
ous season’s polesitters. It also
could make his job easier Sunday,
when he starts the race with an
18-point lead.

Four drivers are bunched with-
in 82 points of him in the closest
championship battle in NASCAR
history.

“It is a tremendous plus for us
to be in this position to start up on
the pole and to have the other
competitors behind us,” said
Busch, the last of 55 drivers to
make a qualifying run on the
1½-mile oval.

The pole also gives Busch the
best opportunity to earn a
five-point bonus for leading at
least one lap in the race.

Busch needs all the edge he can

get with Jimmie Johnson, Jeff
Gordon, Dale Earnhardt Jr. and
Mark Martin gunning for him. A
matter of two or three positions
could spell success or failure in
the race.

Busch’s Ford turned a lap of
179.319 mph Friday, easily beat-
ing the 179.307 of Roush Racing
teammate Greg Biffle for the
third pole of his career.

“It was just one of those laps,”
Busch said. “It’s really been a sto-
rybook effort so far in this champi-
onship chase.”

Johnson came to Homestead —
the last race in NASCAR’s new
10-man, 10-race playoff-style
championship — with consider-
able momentum. He has won four

of the past five races to come
from far off the pace and give him-
self a shot at the title.

But his qualifying effort took
away some of the steam he had
built up. While the other contend-
ers eventually qualified among
the top 16, Johnson went out early
and had a disastrous lap of
175.029.

As driver after driver went
around the track, Johnson
watched his starting position
drop lower and lower until it
reached 39th in a field of 43. It’s
the worst qualifying effort of his
three-year Cup career.

Johnson didn’t wait around to
see the final result. His team put
a cover on his car and he hurried

out of the garage.
“The car was really, really

loose,” was the only thing he said
before walking quickly to his
team’s hauler.

Four-time series champion Gor-
don, three points behind Hen-
drick Motorsports teammate
Johnson and 21 shy of Busch, will
start fifth Sunday. Earnhardt,
fourth in the standings and 72
points out, will start 16th. Martin,
82 points behind teammate
Busch, locked up the 11th spot.

Hamilton takes truck title;
Kahne wins again

HOMESTEAD, Fla. — It was a
big day for Dodge at Home-
stead-Miami Speedway, with
Bobby Hamilton wrapping up the
NASCAR truck series champion-
ship Friday and Kasey Kahne
driving to his second straight vic-
tory.

“This is huge,” Hamilton said
as he celebrated with his crew
and family. “I really wanted to
win it for Dodge because they’ve
done so much for us.”

At 47, owner-driver Hamilton
became the oldest champion of
the Craftsman series and gave
Dodge its first NASCAR title
since Richard Petty won the stock
car championship in 1975.

Kahne, the top rookie in the
Nextel Cup series, became the
first driver to win his first two
starts in the truck series, adding
this victory in a Jim Smith-owned
Ram to the one last Saturday at
Darlington.

The Associated Press

MIYAZAKI, Japan — Tiger
Woods shot a 5-under 65 Satur-
day to open up a comfortable
10-stroke lead in the Dunlop
Phoenix.

Woods, who went into the
third round up by three, bird-

ied two of
the first
three holes
and then
added
three more
at the Phoe-

nix Country Club to close in on
his first title since February
and first win in Japan. He has
a 54-hole total of 13-under 197.

“The goal today was to in-
crease the lead if I could,”
Woods said. “Christian (Pena)
got off to a great start and bird-
ied two of the first three holes.
I thought it was important to
answer him and I did.”

Naomichi Ozaki, Ryoken
Kawagishi and Sweden’s
Daniel Chopra are tied in sec-
ond place at 3-under 207. The
$1.89 million tournament is
the richest on the Japan tour.

Woods, winner of eight
major titles, lost his No. 1 rank-
ing to Vijay Singh two months
ago. His lone victory this year
was at the Match Play Champi-
onship. The last time he won a
stroke-play tournament was in
October 2003.

Sorenstam maintains lead

WEST PALM BEACH, Fla.
— Annika Sorenstam kept pace
with a steady charge from Kar-
rie Webb, then pulled away
with back-to-back birdies late
in the second round for a
4-under 68 that set the 36-hole
record in the season-ending
ADT Championship.

Sorenstam was at 10-under
134, three shots ahead of
Webb, Laura Diaz and Cristie
Kerr.

Webb, a two-time winner at
the tournament, looked partic-
ularly sharp in her round of
69. Diaz had a 68 and will play
in the final group Saturday
with Sorenstam.

Spanish surge into lead
at home in team World Cup

SEVILLE, Spain — Spain
took the lead in Saturday’s
third round of the team World
Cup with Sergio Garcia and
Miguel Angel Jimenez combin-
ing for an 11-under 61 to pull
one shot ahead of England.

Playing before an enthusias-
tic home crowd on the
palm-lined Real Club de Golf
de Sevilla, Garcia put Spain
into the lead on the 16th with a
5-foot eagle putt — his second
eagle of the round. Spain fin-
ished 24-under par for three
rounds.

The English pair of Luke
Donald and Paul Casey, who
began the round with a
five-stroke lead over sec-
ond-place Austria, faded to a
68 in the day’s fourball (better
ball) format.

Woods
up by 10
in Japan

From wire reports

NEW YORK — George Stein-
brenner can’t wait until the
games start to exact his revenge
against the Boston Red Sox.

Making a swift and bold deci-
sion Friday, the New York Yan-
kees’ principal owner presented a
four-year, $50 million offer to
Pedro Martinez, according to a
major league source.

Talks have intensified between
the sides to the point where Mar-
tinez must now seriously consider
joining the club he called “my
daddy” after a frustrating Septem-
ber defeat.

In one stunning move, Stein-
brenner has changed the winter
landscape — forcing the Red Sox
to make a large counteroffer and
possibly prompting the Arizona
Diamondbacks to speed up the
process of trading Randy
Johnson.

Even if the Yanks sign Martin-
ez, Steinbrenner is still deter-
mined to add Johnson in a trade
involving Javier Vazquez.

Less than a month after the
Yankees’ stunning AL Champion-
ship Series loss to Boston, the
anger inside Steinbrenner — who
had been virtually silent in public
since the Yankees’ final out — has
just begun to bubble.

The Boss’ shocking move on
Pedro was made independently

of the Yankees’ Bronx-based
front office, with General Manag-
er Brian Cashman and top advis-
er Gene Michael said to strongly
oppose such a deal.

Cashman did not return phone
calls Friday, and Martinez’s
agents did not return a message.

Sources: Expos to be
renamed Nationals

WASHINGTON — The Montre-
al Expos are about to get their
new name: the Washington Na-
tionals.

A city official and a baseball of-
ficial, both speaking on condition
of anonymity, said Friday that the
team will reveal its new name,
cap and red-white-and-blue color
scheme during a news confer-
ence Monday.

The search for a new name
began Sept. 29, when Major
League Baseball announced it
planned to relocate the team for
the 2005 season. Initially, the plan
was to wait until the team was
sold to select the name, but the
sale process is expected to take
months — and the team needs to
start marketing itself in its new
home city immediately.

The top contenders were Na-

tionals, Senators and Grays, with
Senators the sentimental favorite.
The original American League
Senators played in the nation’s
capital from 1901-60 before mov-
ing to Minnesota to become the
Twins. The expansion Senators
called Washington home from
1961-71 before moving to Texas
to become the Rangers. Senators
was also the preference of Com-
missioner Bud Selig, even though
the Rangers still hold the rights to
the name.

But Mayor Anthony Williams
objected, saying the name isn’t ap-
propriate, given the District of Co-
lumbia’s lack of representation in
the U.S. Senate.

“We don’t have senators here,”
the mayor said in September.

“Give us two senators, and I’ll
be happy to call them the Sena-
tors.”

Angels trade Guillen to Expos

WASHINGTON — After a tem-
per tantrum that led to an
eight-game suspension and a
course in anger management,
Jose Guillen needed a change of
scenery.

He’ll find it in the nation’s capi-
tal. The Anahiem Angels traded
Guillen to the Washington-bound
Expos — the soon-to-be Nationals
— on Friday for outfielder Juan
Rivera and prospect Maicer Iztur-
is.

“It was the best thing that could
happen, taking into consideration
the way things ended last season
between us,” Guillen told The As-
sociated Press from his home in
Miami. “I’m excited to be a part
of the Expos and part of history,
now that we’ll play in the U.S. cap-
ital.”

Guillen was suspended for the
final eight games of the regular
season and dropped from Ana-
heim’s playoff roster after he
threw a tantrum in the dugout
and clubhouse when he was re-
moved for a pinch-runner on
Sept. 25. In a grievance settle-
ment, he agreed to allow the An-
gels to withhold two days’ pay.

Angels manager Mike Scioscia
said, “Jose would have been wel-
comed back.”

White Sox, RHP Garland
avoid arbitration

CHICAGO — The Chicago
White Sox avoided arbitration
with right-hander Jon Garland on
Friday, agreeing to a $3.4 million,
one-year contract.

Garland, who got a $1.1 million
raise, was 12-11 with a 4.89 ERA
last season, the first winning
record of his career. He had a ca-
reer-high 113 strikeouts, pitched
200 innings for the first time and
won 12 games for the third
straight season.

Garland is 46-51 with a 4.68
ERA in four-plus seasons with
the White Sox.

Johnson’s title hopes hurt by poor qualifying effort at Homestead

Source: Yankees offer Martinez $50M deal

AP

Kurt Busch is all smiles Friday as he walks back to his garage after

winning the pole for Sunday’s race at Homestead Miami Speedway.

Busch wins pole for season finale
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BRAWL, FROM BACK PAGE

One of the half-dozen people
treated for injuries at The Pal-
ace was taken to a hospital by
ambulance and another sought
treatment, police said.

“At this time, we don’t have
any indication of major injuries,
Mynsberge said.

Detroit’s Larry Brown, who
started coaching in 1972 after
his playing career ended, said it
was the ugliest thing he had seen
as a coach or player.

Joe Dumars, the Pistons’ presi-
dent of basketball operations,
added: “There’s no place in the
game for what went on with this
incident. It was just an ugly
scene.”

After several minutes of play-
ers fighting with fans in the
stands, a chair, beer, ice and pop-
corn were thrown at the Pacers
as they made their way to the
locker room.

The melee started when De-
troit’s Ben Wallace went in for a
layup and was fouled hard by
Artest from behind, and escalat-
ed when Artest stormed into the

stands after being hit by a full
cup. After being fouled, Wallace
wheeled around and pushed Art-
est in the face.

The benches emptied and
punches were thrown.

As the players continued shov-
ing each other near center court
and coaches tried to restore
order, Artest sprawled out on his
back on the scorer’s table, look-
ing relaxed.

Just when it appeared tem-
pers died down, Artest was
struck by a cup thrown from the
stands and jumped up and
charged into the stands, throw-
ing punches as he climbed over
seats.

“He was on top of me, pummel-
ing me,” fan Mike Ryan of Clark-
ston said. “He asked me, ‘Did
you do it?’ I said, ‘No, man. No!’ ”

Jackson joined Artest in the
melee and threw punches at
fans, who punched back at the
players.

Security personnel and ushers
tried to break it up. Former Pis-
tons player Rick Mahorn, who
was seated courtside as a Detroit
radio analyst, tried to stop the

brawl in the stands. Detroit’s
Rasheed Wallace and Indiana’s
David Harrison were also in or
near the stands trying to break
up the fights.

Later, a man in a Pistons jer-
sey approached Artest on the
court, shouting at him. Artest
punched him in the face, knock-
ing him to the floor. Teammate
Jermaine O’Neal stepped in and
punched another man who
joined the scrum.

Players from both teams left
the arena without comment.

Quentin Richardson of the
Phoenix Suns watched the brawl
on TV.

“I have never seen a fight like
that in a game since I was in
high school,” he said. “Man,
there are going to be some law-
suits. You don’t think some of
those fans aren’t going to want
some NBA money?”

Police prevented reporters
from crossing the loading dock
to get to Indiana’s locker room
or the area where the Pacers’
bus was located.

“I’m just embarrassed for our
league and disappointed for our
young people to see that,” Brown
said.

BLAME, FROM BACK PAGE

There were no arrests Friday
night, but that doesn’t mean there
won’t be arrests down the road.

This one will not end for a long
time.

How did American sports
come to this? How did a fairly rou-
tine NBA altercation turn into the
kind of riot we more often associ-
ate with minor league hockey?

And where was the security at
The Palace of Auburn Hills when
fans tossed beer and cups at Art-
est? Where were they when Pac-
ers players, led by Artest and
Jackson, charged into the stands
and engaged those clowns in a
barroom brawl? Where were they
when Pacers players and coaches
were coming off the court — the
game was smartly canceled after
the riot — and fans threw even
more cups and chairs on their
heads, endangering livelihoods,
endangering lives?

Before NBA Commissioner
David Stern does anything else,
he has to hold the Pistons’ organi-
zation accountable for the way
things got out of hand.

The foul that started it all was
nothing flagrant, nothing terribly
violent. Shoot, by Artest’s stan-
dards, the late foul on Ben Wal-
lace was a love tap.

The Pistons center was guilty
of a terrible overreaction, and he
should get a serious fine and sus-
pension. That said, he can’t be
blamed for what happened next.

As both teams stood around,
posturing and taunting the way
NBA players are wont to do, Art-
est reclined in an almost comical
manner on that same table. On
this occasion, he was showing
great restraint, resisting any
temptation to retaliate against
Wallace or join the fray nearby.

He couldn’t hold back, though,
when debris and beer started fly-
ing into his face.

What Artest did next, going
into the stands to confront the
fan, was human nature. At the
same time, though, his actions
cannot be condoned in any form
or fashion. It doesn’t matter how
he was provoked. While we might
understand what inspired Artest,
we can’t condone it, and the
league won’t let it pass.

It may seem unfair that this
was started by Wallace and esca-
lated by fans, yet the Pacers will
be hit the hardest by the NBA.
But how can you argue? They
went into the stands. End of story.

The fear now is what happens
Dec. 25, Christmas Day, when
these two teams meet again, this
time in Indianapolis. Maybe, by
that time, things will have settled
down between the two organiza-
tions, but fans, even the highly civ-
ilized ones who fill up the field-
house, have very long memories.

This can’t happen again.
Although, we know, some-

where, somehow, it will.

Brawl: Fight prompts
police investigation

Blame: Nothing can justify
leaving court to attack fans
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The Associated Press

MIAMI — Dwyane Wade’s easiest shot
of the game was a wide-open layup in tran-
sition. He missed.

Yet when the pressure was at its peak,
Wade came through and delivered both a

victory and the best per-
formance of his young
career. He capped a ca-
reer-high 39-point
night with a jumper
over Raja Bell at the
overtime buzzer, giving

the Miami Heat a 107-105 victory over the
Utah Jazz on Friday night.

Wade had 23 points in the fourth quarter
and overtime, plus hit two free throws with
1 second left in regulation just to get Miami
into the extra session.

“I always go through a stretch where I
play bad, and I go through a stretch where
I play good,” Wade said. “That’s the differ-
ence between this year and last year. Now
I know it’s going to happen like that, so I
continue to stay focused. My team needs
me down the stretch to make plays.”

Clearly, Shaquille O’Neal knew what he
was talking about when he pronounced
Wade as Miami’s leader long before the
season started.

Wade made 12 of his 22 shots; the rest of
the Heat shot 42.2 percent. And from the
line, Wade was 15-for-21 — while the rest
of the Heat were a stunning 7-for-23.

“We had to fight through a lot tonight ...
but we still won,” said O’Neal, who had his
fifth double-double of the season, 22 points
and 11 rebounds — but missed eight of his
10 tries from the line.

Eddie Jones added 17 points for the
Heat, which beat a Western Conference op-
ponent for the first time in four tries this
season.

Carlos Boozer had 25 points and nine re-
bounds for Utah, which led by nine in the
fourth quarter. Carlos Arroyo — who
played his college ball at Miami’s Florida
International University, as did Bell — had
18 points, including two free throws with
4.5 seconds left in overtime to tie the game
at 105.

“I thought we did a pretty good job to fin-
ish the game,” Utah coach Jerry Sloan
said. “I thought we should have won the
game in regulation. ... The kid stepped up
and made a great shot. That’s what great
players do.”

Bell had 17 points, and Andrei Kirilenko
had 16 points and 12 rebounds for Utah,
which outrebounded Miami 52-41. The
Jazz also made 44 of 52 free throws, com-
pared to 22 of 44 by the Heat — who simply
turned the game over to Wade in crunch
time.

SuperSonics 101, Raptors 94: At Tor-
onto, Rashard Lewis scored 27 points and
Ray Allen had 24 to lead Seattle to its ninth
straight victory.

Antonio Daniels scored 12 of his 19
points in the fourth quarter for the surpris-
ing SuperSonics, who have the NBA’s best
record at 9-1. They’ve won nine straight for
the first time since January 1997, and im-
proved to 3-0 on a six-game, 10-day road
trip.

Vince Carter had 21 points for the Rap-
tors, losers of five straight.

Spurs 92, Celtics 84: At Boston, Tim
Duncan scored 26 points to stay unbeaten
in all 14 of his games against the Celtics.

Trailing 66-59 after three quarters, the
Spurs opened the fourth with a 25-6 run in
which 18 of their points came off Boston’s
eight turnovers. The Spurs scored the last
13 points of the surge that led to their sixth
straight victory.

Manu Ginobili scored 21 points and
Tony Parker had 16.

Boston was led by Paul Pierce with 25
points and Gary Payton with 16, and lost de-
spite outrebounding the Spurs 44-29.

Mavericks 103, Knicks 101: At Dallas,
Dirk Nowitzki had 30 points and 12 re-
bounds to lead the Mavericks.

Josh Howard added 22 points and 13 re-
bounds for Dallas, which led by as many as
10 early in the fourth quarter and then had
to withstand a late rally by the Knicks.

Jamal Crawford had 26 points and Ste-
phon Marbury added 24 points and eight
assists to pace New York.

Nuggets 99, Bulls 81: Earl Boykins
matched his career high with 32 points and
Carmelo Anthony added 18, helping Den-
ver keep visiting Chicago winless.

Kenyon Martin had another active night
with 13 points, 10 rebounds and six assists,
and Andre Miller added 16 points for Den-
ver, which has won three of four since a 1-4
start.

The 5-foot-5 Boykins went over 30 points
for the second time in four games, match-
ing his point total against Detroit on Nov.
11, when he became the smallest player in
NBA history to eclipse the mark.

Suns 107, Lakers 102: At Phoenix,
Amare Stoudemire scored 33 points, in-
cluding the go-ahead three-point play with
51.8 seconds remaining.

It was the third consecutive 30-plus
game for the third-year power forward —
the first Suns frontcourt player to do that
since Charles Barkley in 1995-96.

After shooting 0-for-10 in the first half,
Kobe Bryant scored 26 of his 29 points in
the second and finished with a triple-dou-
ble, but he missed two three-pointers late
while the Suns went on a 9-3 run over the
final minute.

Kings 107,Grizzlies 105: At Sacramen-
to, Calif., Chris Webber had 31 points, 12
rebounds and seven assists, and the Kings
rallied in the fourth quarter against Mem-
phis.

Webber scored 13 points in the fourth pe-
riod, making several impressive dunks and
perimeter shots as Sacramento won its
fourth straight game and remained unbeat-
en in four home games this season.

It was another disappointing night at
Arco Arena for the Grizzlies, who lost here
for the 13th straight time. Their last Sacra-
mento victory was April 19, 1998.

Stromile Swift scored 23 points for Mem-
phis.

NBA scoreboard

AP

Miami Heat guard Dwyane Wade (3) goes

up for a shot against Utah Jazz guard Raja

Bell during Friday’s game in Miami.

Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division

 W L Pct GB
Philadelphia 4 5 .444 —
Boston 3 4 .429 —
Toronto 4 6 .400 ½
New York 3 5 .375 ½
New Jersey 2 6 .250 1½

Southeast Division
Miami 7 3 .700 —
Orlando 5 3 .625 1
Washington 4 4 .500 2
Atlanta 2 6 .250 4
Charlotte 1 6 .143 4½

Central Division
Indiana 7 2 .778 —
Cleveland 5 3 .625 1½
Detroit 4 4 .500 2½
Milwaukee 3 4 .429 3
Chicago 0 7 .000 6

Western Conference
Southwest Division

 W L Pct GB
San Antonio 8 1 .889 —
Dallas 8 2 .800 ½
Houston 4 6 .400 4½
Memphis 3 6 .333 5
New Orleans 0 7 .000 7

Northwest Division
Seattle 9 1 .900 —
Utah 6 3 .667 2½
Minnesota 4 3 .571 3½
Portland 4 4 .500 4
Denver 4 5 .444 4½

Pacific Division
Phoenix 7 2 .778 —
L.A. Clippers 5 4 .556 2
Sacramento 5 4 .556 2
L.A. Lakers 5 5 .500 2½
Golden State 2 7 .222 5

Friday’s games
Seattle 101, Toronto 94
Miami 107, Utah 105, OT
San Antonio 92, Boston 84
Indiana 97, Detroit 82
Dallas 103, New York 101
Denver 99, Chicago 81
Phoenix 107, L.A. Lakers 102
Portland 110, Milwaukee 98
Sacramento 107, Memphis 105

Saturday’s games
Houston at L.A. Clippers
Utah at Atlanta
Charlotte at Cleveland
Orlando at Indiana
Washington at New Jersey
Minnesota at New Orleans
Memphis at Golden State

Sunday’s games
San Antonio at Toronto
Phoenix at L.A. Clippers
Seattle at Boston
Philadelphia at Miami
Charlotte at Detroit
Cleveland at New York
Houston at Portland
Dallas at Denver
Milwaukee at Sacramento
Chicago at L.A. Lakers

Friday
SuperSonics 101, Raptors 94

SEATTLE — Evans 0-3 1-2 1, Lewis 10-18 3-3
27, James 0-1 0-0 0, Allen 7-16 7-7 24, Ridnour
3-8 2-2 10, Radmanovic 4-11 0-0 9, Daniels
7-14 5-8 19, Fortson 1-5 5-6 7, Collison 2-3 0-2
4. Totals 34-79 23-30 101.

TORONTO — Carter 7-14 6-8 21, Bosh 5-7 6-8
16, Woods 1-3 1-2 3, Rose 5-19 0-0 12, Alston
7-15 2-2 20, Bonner 7-9 0-0 14, Peterson 1-6
2-2 4, Moiso 0-0 2-2 2, L.Murray 1-6 0-0 2, Pala-
cio 0-0 0-0 0. Totals 34-79 19-24 94.

Seattle 19 23 31 28—101
Toronto 24 23 24 23— 94
Three-Point Goals—Seattle 10-19 (Lewis

4-4, Allen 3-6, Ridnour 2-3, Radmanovic 1-4,
Daniels 0-2), Toronto 7-20 (Alston 4-6, Rose
2-7, Carter 1-2, Bonner 0-1, Peterson 0-2,
L.Murray 0-2). Fouled out—None.
Rebounds—Seattle 55 (Evans 11), Toronto 47
(Bosh, Bonner 7). Assists—Seattle 22 (Allen
6), Toronto 20 (Alston 7). Total fouls—Seattle
22, Toronto 26. A—16,886 (19,800).

Heat 107, Jazz 105 (OT)
UTAH — Kirilenko 5-9 5-7 16, Boozer 8-16

9-10 25, Collins 0-4 5-6 5, Arroyo 3-9 12-12 18,
Giricek 4-6 4-4 12, Okur 1-8 2-3 4, Bell 6-12 3-6
17, Snyder 0-2 2-2 2, Eisley 1-2 0-0 2, Bor-
chardt 1-7 2-2 4. Totals 29-75 44-52 105.

MIAMI — Butler 2-8 0-0 4, Haslem 0-3 1-4 1,
O'Neal 10-17 2-10 22, Wade 12-22 15-21 39,
E.Jones 5-12 3-7 17, D.Jones 4-9 0-0 11, Doleac
1-1 1-2 3, Allen 5-10 0-0 10, Anderson 0-4 0-0 0.
Totals 39-86 22-44 107.

Utah 15 25 26 24 15—105
Miami 15 24 20 31 17—107
Three-Point Goals—Utah 3-6 (Bell 2-2, Kir-

ilenko 1-2, Arroyo 0-1, Okur 0-1), Miami 7-17
(E.Jones 4-6, D.Jones 3-7, Anderson 0-2, But-
ler 0-2). Fouled out—Haslem, O'Neal. Re-
bounds—Utah 65 (Kirilenko 12), Miami 58
(O'Neal 11). Assists—Utah 19 (Arroyo 5),
Miami 21 (Wade 8). Total fouls—Utah 33,
Miami 35. Technicals—Bell, Miami Defensive
Three Second, Haslem. A—19,735 (19,600).

Spurs 92, Celtics 84
SAN ANTONIO — Bowen 1-5 0-2 2, Duncan

8-13 10-13 26, Nesterovic 1-7 0-0 2, Parker
7-12 1-4 16, Ginobili 7-11 3-4 21, Barry 2-6 1-2
7, Massenburg 1-1 0-0 2, D.Brown 3-7 0-0 6,
Rose 2-3 1-2 5, Udrih 0-3 0-0 0, Horry 2-3 0-0 5,
Wilks 0-1 0-0 0. Totals 34-72 16-27 92.

BOSTON — Davis 2-7 4-4 8, LaFrentz 3-8 2-2
10, Blount 3-9 1-1 7, Payton 7-14 2-2 16, Pierce
8-12 8-9 25, Jefferson 6-12 1-3 13, Welsch 1-4
1-2 3, Gugliotta 0-2 0-0 0, Banks 0-3 0-0 0,
Allen 1-5 0-0 2, McCarty 0-0 0-0 0, Perkins 0-0
0-0 0. Totals 31-76 19-23 84.

San Antonio 17 20 22 33—92
Boston 21 22 23 18—84
Three-Point Goals—San Antonio 8-21 (Gino-

bili 4-5, Barry 2-5, Horry 1-2, Parker 1-4,
D.Brown 0-1, Bowen 0-2, Udrih 0-2), Boston
3-11 (LaFrentz 2-4, Pierce 1-3, Welsch 0-2,
Payton 0-2). Fouled out—None. Rebounds—
San Antonio 48 (Duncan 6), Boston 50
(Blount 8). Assists—San Antonio 27 (Barry 6),
Boston 18 (Payton 8). Total fouls—San Anto-
nio 21, Boston 22. Technicals—San Antonio
Defensive Three Second. A—15,586 (18,624).

Pacers 97, Pistons 82
INDIANA — Artest 7-19 8-9 24, Croshere 4-7

5-5 15, O'Neal 5-14 10-14 20, Tinsley 5-12 2-2
13, Jackson 5-10 0-0 13, F.Jones 1-4 0-0 3, Har-
rison 1-1 2-2 4, Gill 1-2 3-3 5, J.Jones 0-1 0-0 0.
Totals 29-70 30-35 97.

DETROIT — Prince 2-8 0-0 4, R.Wallace 8-17
1-2 19, B.Wallace 5-11 3-4 13, Billups 3-10 7-7
13, Hamilton 6-15 7-7 20, Campbell 2-4 2-2 6,
Hunter 2-2 0-0 5, Ham 0-0 0-0 0, Parker 1-2 0-0
2, McDyess 0-5 0-0 0. Totals 29-74 20-22 82.

Indiana 34 25 21 17—97
Detroit 27 16 23 16—82
Three-Point Goals—Indiana 9-20 (Jackson

3-5, Croshere 2-3, Artest 2-5, F.Jones 1-2, Tins-
ley 1-3, J.Jones 0-1, Gill 0-1), Detroit 4-16
(R.Wallace 2-5, Hamilton 1-1, Hunter 1-1,
Parker 0-1, Prince 0-3, Billups 0-5). Fouled
out—None. Rebounds—Indiana 46 (O'Neal
13), Detroit 47 (B.Wallace, R.Wallace 10).
Assists—Indiana 19 (Jackson 8), Detroit 17
(Billups, Prince 5). Total fouls—Indiana 21,
Detroit 22. Technicals—Indiana Defensive
Three Second, O’Neal, R.Wallace. A—22,076
(22,076).

Mavericks 103, Knicks 101
NEW YORK — T.Thomas 2-10 0-0 4, K.Tho-

mas 8-14 0-0 16, Mohammed 1-1 0-0 2, Mar-
bury 8-18 6-6 24, Crawford 10-21 0-0 26,
Sweetney 3-5 5-5 11, Hardaway 3-11 1-2 7, Wil-
liams 3-3 3-5 9, Norris 0-2 0-0 0, Ariza 0-4 2-2
2. Totals 38-89 17-20 101.

DALLAS — Howard 10-13 2-4 22, Henderson
2-3 0-0 4, Nowitzki 12-21 6-8 30, Daniels 5-10
1-2 11, Harris 4-14 2-2 12, Stackhouse 6-18 7-9
19, Bradley 1-4 1-2 3, Booth 1-2 0-0 2. Totals
41-85 19-27 103.

New York 28 19 22 32—101
Dallas 25 25 25 28—103
Three-Point Goals—New York 8-25 (Craw-

ford 6-14, Marbury 2-2, Norris 0-1, Hardaway
0-4, T.Thomas 0-4), Dallas 2-13 (Harris 2-6,
Daniels 0-1, Howard 0-2, Stackhouse 0-4).
Fouled out—K.Thomas. Rebounds—New
York 52 (T.Thomas 9), Dallas 54 (Howard 13).
Assists—New York 20 (Marbury 8), Dallas 15
(Stackhouse 6). Total fouls—New York 23,
Dallas 16. A—19,658 (19,200).

Nuggets 99, Bulls 81
CHICAGO — Chandler 2-3 0-0 4, Nocioni

8-11 6-6 22, Curry 4-7 2-4 10, Hinrich 4-10 0-0
10, Piatkowski 2-5 3-4 7, Deng 3-13 1-2 7,
Davis 3-8 1-2 7, Harrington 2-3 1-1 5, Griffin
0-2 0-0 0, Gordon 3-8 0-0 7, Duhon 0-2 0-0 0,
Pargo 1-4 0-0 2. Totals 32-76 14-19 81.

DENVER — Martin 6-11 1-3 13, Anthony 8-15
1-2 18, Camby 0-2 2-2 2, Buckner 0-2 2-2 2, Mill-
er 4-7 8-8 16, Elson 2-6 1-2 5, Boykins 10-15
10-10 32, Tskitishvili 1-3 0-0 2, D.Johnson 1-4
0-0 2, Russell 2-5 1-2 7, White 0-2 0-0 0. Totals
34-72 26-31 99.

Chicago 26 25 19 11—81
Denver 27 25 27 20—99
Three-Point Goals—Chicago 3-14 (Hinrich

2-4, Gordon 1-3, Pargo 0-1, Nocioni 0-1,
Duhon 0-1, Piatkowski 0-1, Deng 0-3), Denver
5-15 (Boykins 2-3, Russell 2-4, Anthony 1-4,
White 0-1, D.Johnson 0-1, Buckner 0-2).
Fouled out—None. Rebounds—Chicago 48
(Nocioni 6), Denver 44 (Martin 10). As-
sists—Chicago 23 (Hinrich 10), Denver 19
(Martin 6). Total fouls—Chicago 28, Denver
25. Technicals—Chicago Defensive Three
Second, Chandler, Davis, Miller. A—17,171
(19,099).

Suns 107, Lakers 102
L.A. LAKERS — Butler 7-14 6-6 21, Odom

7-13 3-8 18, Grant 2-3 1-2 5, Atkins 5-7 0-0 14,
Bryant 10-33 4-5 29, Cook 4-6 0-0 11, Brown
2-4 0-0 4, Walton 0-1 0-0 0, Rush 0-0 0-0 0,
Medvedenko 0-0 0-0 0. Totals 37-81 14-21 102.

PHOENIX — Richardson 1-7 2-2 5, Marion
12-26 2-4 27, Stoudemire 15-24 3-4 33, Nash
7-11 2-2 18, J.Johnson 6-17 2-2 17, Jacobsen
1-4 4-5 6, Hunter 0-0 1-2 1, Barbosa 0-3 0-0 0.
Totals 42-92 16-21 107.

L.A. Lakers 27 20 27 28—102
Phoenix 15 31 28 33—107

Three-Point Goals—L.A. Lakers 14-25 (Bry-
ant 5-10, Atkins 4-5, Cook 3-4, Odom 1-2, But-
ler 1-3, Walton 0-1), Phoenix 7-28 (J.Johnson
3-6, Nash 2-3, Richardson 1-5, Marion 1-9, Ja-
cobsen 0-2, Barbosa 0-3). Fouled out—Butler,
Richardson. Rebounds—L.A. Lakers 56
(Odom 15), Phoenix 50 (Marion 15). As-
sists—L.A. Lakers 17 (Bryant 10), Phoenix 24
(Nash 16). Total fouls—L.A. Lakers 22, Phoe-
nix 17. Technicals—Phoenix Defensive Three
Second. A—18,422 (18,422).

Trail Blazers 110, Bucks 98
MILWAUKEE — Smith 6-13 1-1 13, Van Horn

5-11 0-0 10, Gadzuric 3-7 1-3 7, Redd 12-20 3-4
29, M.Williams 2-4 0-0 4, James 2-5 2-4 6,
Mason 9-22 4-5 22, Fizer 2-2 1-4 5, Strickland
0-1 2-2 2. Totals 41-85 14-23 98.

PORTLAND — Abdur-Rahim 7-12 2-2 17, Ran-
dolph 5-18 12-14 22, Ratliff 1-3 0-0 2, Ander-
son 4-10 4-4 14, Stoudamire 9-21 9-9 33, Miles
4-7 0-0 8, Van Exel 1-2 0-0 3, Patterson 4-6 3-4
11, Outlaw 0-0 0-0 0, Przybilla 0-0 0-0 0. Totals
35-79 30-33 110.

Milwaukee 23 23 23 29— 98
Portland 28 19 28 35—110
Three-Point Goals—Milwaukee 2-11 (Redd

2-6, Mason 0-1, James 0-1, Van Horn 0-3),
Portland 10-18 (Stoudamire 6-12, Anderson
2-4, Abdur-Rahim 1-1, Van Exel 1-1). Fouled
out—Smith. Rebounds—Milwaukee 44
(Smith 11), Portland 56 (Randolph 18). As-
sists—Milwaukee 22 (M.Williams 6), Port-
land 20 (Stoudamire 6). Total fouls—Milwau-
kee 27, Portland 27. Technicals—Milwaukee
Defensive Three Second, Patterson.
A—15,375 (19,980).

Kings 107, Grizzlies 105
MEMPHIS — Battier 1-5 0-2 2, Gasol 5-13

7-10 17, Wright 1-4 0-0 2, Wells 4-9 1-2 10, Will-
iams 5-14 4-4 17, Swift 9-11 5-6 23, M.Miller
5-7 0-1 13, Watson 5-8 1-1 12, Jones 1-1 0-0 3,
Cardinal 2-3 2-2 6. Totals 38-75 20-28 105.

SACRAMENTO — Stojakovic 4-13 6-7 17,
Webber 14-24 3-6 31, B.Miller 2-10 4-4 8,
Christie 5-8 6-6 16, Bibby 7-13 3-4 18, Jackson
2-5 5-6 10, Songaila 2-2 2-2 6, Barnes 0-0 0-0 0,
Ostertag 0-1 1-2 1. Totals 36-76 30-37 107.

Memphis 27 26 34 18—105
Sacramento 35 27 17 28—107
Three-Point Goals—Memphis 9-21 (M.Mill-

er 3-5, Williams 3-7, Jones 1-1, Wells 1-1, Wat-
son 1-4, Swift 0-1, Battier 0-1, Cardinal 0-1),
Sacramento 5-17 (Stojakovic 3-8, Jackson
1-3, Bibby 1-3, Christie 0-3). Fouled out-
—None. Rebounds—Memphis 55 (Gasol 18),
Sacramento 37 (Webber 12). Assists—Mem-
phis 19 (Watson 5), Sacramento 28 (Christie
9). Total fouls—Memphis 28, Sacramento 24.
A—17,317 (17,317).

Wade’s career night silences Jazz in Miami
Heat guard scores 39 points, hits game-winner in OT
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The Associated Press

WEST LAFAYETTE, Ind. —
Purdue’s Taylor Stubblefield
broke the NCAA record for ca-
reer receptions during the first
quarter Saturday against Indiana.

Stubblefield entered the game
needing six receptions to pass
Louisville’s Arnold Jackson for
the career record. Jackson
caught 300 passes from 1997-00.

It didn’t take Stubblefield long
to break the mark. He caught two
passes on each of the Boilermak-

ers’ first three
drives, includ-
ing a 23-yard
touchdown re-
ception for his
13th of the sea-

son.
The record-breaker came on a

juggling 6-yard catch with 1:43
left in the first quarter. That gave
Stubblefield 301 receptions since
he started playing for the Boiler-
makers in 2001.

His 13th TD reception also tied

Vinny Sutherland and John Stan-
deford for Purdue’s season
record.

BALCO chief alleges feds
fabricating steroid case

SAN FRANCISCO — The
founder of the company at the
center of an investigation into ille-
gal steroids alleges the govern-
ment fabricated statements sug-
gesting he provided the substanc-
es to top athletes, including Barry
Bonds, according to federal court

documents filed Friday.
Victor Conte, head of Bay Area

Laboratory Co-Operative, disput-
ed claims by an IRS agent that he
had acknowledged providing ste-
roids to the athletes.

“I very clearly told all four of
the law enforcement officers
present that I would not cooper-
ate with them in any way, regard-
ing any of the physicians, coaches
or athletes involved with BALCO
Laboratories,” Conte said in the
documents, which dispute state-

ments the government said Conte
made when agents raided his Bur-
lingame nutritional supplement
business in September 2003.

In court papers last month, IRS
agent Jeff Novitzky said, “Conte
openly acknowledged giving test-
osterone-base cream, itself a ste-
roid, to numerous professional
athletes and specifically identi-
fied the names of the specific ath-
letes to whom he had given
drugs.”

An IRS memo about that con-
versation listed baseball players
Bonds, Jason Giambi and Gary
Sheffield, in addition to track
standouts Marion Jones, Tim
Montgomery and others.

Those athletes and others testi-
fied before a federal grand jury
that eventually led to the indict-
ment of Conte, Bonds’ trainer
Greg Anderson, BALCO vice pres-
ident James Valente and track
coach Remi Korchemny.

Charges include distributing
steroids, including the previously
undetectable THG, possession of
human growth hormone, mis-
branding drugs with intent to de-
fraud and money laundering. All
have pleaded not guilty.

A hearing is set for Dec. 1 in
San Francisco in which the four
men are seeking to have the
charges dismissed. They allege
they were subjected to illegal
searches and coerced by federal
investigators.

No trial date has been set. Pros-
ecutors did not return calls seek-
ing comment.

Nets guard Kidd hopes
to practice next month

EAST RUTHERFORD, N.J. —
Jason Kidd’s recovery from sur-
gery on his left knee is on sched-
ule and the All-Star point guard
hopes to practice next month with
the struggling New Jersey Nets.

Kidd was re-evaluated Friday
by the team’s medical staff and
Dr. David Altcheck, who per-
formed surgery on the knee on
July 1.

Kidd will continue his rehabili-
tation and light contact work,
with the goal of returning to prac-
tice in December, the team said.

There is no timetable for his re-
turn to the active roster.

Pacers’ Bender out six weeks
with knee injury

AUBURN HILLS, Mich. — In-
diana Pacers forward Jonathan
Bender is expected to be out six
weeks with an injured left knee.

He played 11 minutes in
Wednesday night’s victory over
the Atlanta Hawks, the first time
he’d been on the court since the
season opener against Cleveland.

The 7-foot, 235-pound forward
has averaged 5.7 points and 2.2 re-
bounds during his first five sea-
sons.

Chivas makes Torres first
choice in MLS expansion draft

NEW YORK — Los Ange-
les-based CD Chivas USA made
Los Angeles Galaxy forward Ar-
turo Torres the first player cho-
sen Friday in the Major League
Soccer Expansion draft.

Real Salt Lake, the other expan-
sion club that will begin play next
year, took Jamaican midfielder
Andy Williams from the Chicago
Fire with the first of its 10 choic-
es, making the Utah club his sixth
team since joining the MLS in
1998.

Purdue’s Stubblefield breaks NCAA receptions mark

Sunday, November 21, 2004 · STARS AND STRIPES · MIDEAST EDITION · PAGE 31



BY LARRY LAGE

The Associated Press

AUBURN HILLS, Mich. —
Players and fans exchanged
punches in the stands near the
end of a Pacers-Pistons game in
one of the worst brawls in NBA
history. The mayhem left several
people injured and prompted a po-
lice investigation.

Indiana’s Ron Artest and
Stephen Jackson charged into the
crowd and fought with fans in the
final minute of Friday night’s
game, forcing an early end to the
Pacers’ 97-82 victory.

“I felt like I was fighting for my
life out there,” Pacers coach Rick
Carlisle said. “I’m sorry the game
had to end this way.”

Officials stopped the game with
45.9 seconds remaining after
pushing and shoving between the
teams spilled into the stands once
fans started throwing things at
the players near the scorer’s
table.

The NBA suspended the Pac-
ers’ Artest, Jackson and Jer-
maine O’Neal, and Ben Wallace
of Detroit on Saturday.

The suspensions were indefi-
nite, and the league was still inves-
tigating the melee, which Com-
missioner David Stern called
“shocking, repulsive and inexcus-
able — a humiliation for everyone
associated with the NBA.”

The league issued a statement
saying it was reviewing rules and
security procedures “so that fans
can continue to attend our games
unthreatened by events such as
the ones that occurred last night.”

About three hours following the
startling finish, Auburn Hills po-
lice walked out of a television

trailer with videotapes gathered
from media outlets. Officers inter-
viewed witnesses at the arena in
suburban Detroit and planned to
talk to the players involved.

“We’ll put it all together, take it
to the Oakland County Prosecu-
tors Office and have them review
it and they’ll decide if there are
any charges,” Auburn Hills Depu-

ty Chief Jim Mynsberge said.

“I hope we can do it before
Thanksgiving.”

SEE BRAWL ON PAGE 29

Throwdown in Motown

BY BOB KRAVITZ

The Indianapolis Star

AUBURN HILLS, Mich. — It
was, by any measure, one of the
most disgraceful moments in the
history of the NBA, and one of the
worst, and most frightening, in
the history of professional sports
in America.

The beer
will be
mopped up
and the debris
will be swept
away soon
enough, but the echoes from Fri-
day night’s horrible scene at the
end of the Pacers-Pistons game
will sound for many weeks to
come.

The question now is this: How
will the NBA clean up this terri-
ble mess? How does the league
find fairness in a situation where
nearly everybody acted wrongly
and, in some cases, criminally?
Even without further review, we
know these things will happen:

� Detroit’s Ben Wallace, whose
overreaction to Ron Artest’s foul
started the whole mess, will get
suspended, probably for five
games.

� Artest, who showed admira-
ble restraint during the early mo-
ments of the fiasco, will be hit the
hardest for retaliating and run-
ning into the stands to confront
the fans. Even after he escaped
the stands, he cold-cocked a Pis-
tons fan who had come onto the
floor. We’re talking 10 games,
minimum.

� Stephen Jackson, who came
to Artest’s aid and was clearly the
most supportive and aggressive
of Artest’s teammates, also will
be looking at five to 10 games.

And there will be more.
A lot more.
From the Pacers and Pistons,

from the NBA and from lawyers
representing some of the fans
who were caught up in the mael-
strom.

SEE BLAME ON PAGE 29

DETROIT FREE PRESS/KRT

Indiana Pacers’ Ron Artest is shown after knocking down a fan with a punch after the fan came on the court

during an alteracation in the last minute of their game with the Pistons in Auburn Hills, Mich., on Friday.
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